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From Father O‘Hara's Ovening Sermon.
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An old brother once said of Notre Dame: "This place will make a saint or a devil out
of you." He spoke truly. If you are not a better man after four years here, you
will bo a worse, vVery 1ik tely a far worse man, for your responsibility increases in
propertion to the grac:s you reject, and the graces you are offered here arc iafinite.

Notre Dame differs from many schools-~from most schools, I may say--in that its first
conc:rn 1s with character....Some people describe education as a process of teaching
men to think. I that is all that education does, then I am in favor of illiteracy.
Some very bad men think. And some very bad men have been trained to *ry clever
thinking. Some great invenbors have lived to regret their inventions, when thoy saw
them turned from their beneficent purpose to debauch, to destroy, and to killecess

Here you will find that sducation of the mind and the hecart, of the intellect and the
will, go hand in hand, but Notre Dame places the will Pirst in order of imnortance.
Notre Dame wants brains, but if there must be a choice between brains and virtue, we
choose virtuce The Caghallc Church, which after God it is our highost ambition +to
serve, wants men of fine intellect, but first of all they must be good men, and we
would be untrue to our mission worc we to conceal this fact from you.
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Again, Notre Dame differs from.many,achaals in that it does not despisc thoe lcossons
of the past. Is this a distinguishing mark? Unfortunately, yes. In the last decade
the flarc for cxperimontation has gone to unbelieva®le lengths. A whole school of
pedarogy has been built about the theory that the chief purpose of a wniversity is to
develon what is called the inguiring mind. Young men and women are encouraged to a
sort of univorsal scopticism. They are told that there arc ne fixed lows, that two
and two nccd nob make four, that the trial and error mothod must be apnlied to the
Commandments just as much as to the problems of chemistry and physics. Any abtemnt
to curd such experimentation is called o rostraint of academie freodom, and a return
to the dark ages. For these blind guides therc are no fixed, eternal »rineivies, and
there is no lesson from the past that can be %QCthGQ'WlthOHt the tests of personal
experimentation.

Notre Dame docs not dospise proper academic froodem but it repudiates the all too come
mon notion that fruc investigation must have no limits. It rocognizos the limi*s ime
posed by metaphysicenl asd mathematical cortiinty. It questions no axioms. It insists
that thers arc certoin fundamental truths without which there ean be no intolleetusnl
cortituds. It quostions no matter of divine revelation, and it accoerds without ques-
tion ¢very decision of the uwniversal church whoen she exercisas her office as God's
teachor in matters of falth and marqls. It gives you the assurance thot you are un-
questionably right when you accept o truth or noerform an actlmw according to hor dic-
tatisse Howover, Hotro Dume and the Cuthmlmc Chureh do not ask you to accopt this su~
premacy of the church without Ffull cxamination of the historieanl and piilosophicsl
prwafu that the Church is God's divinvly-awpointed teasher. She asls voa fo examine
those proofs thoroughly aad impartially, that you may give o reasonabls wceount of the
faith by whieh you accopt the Church's tuachings.

oo Outside the fizld of faith and morals, onbside the fiold of mobaphvsieal prineinles,
ther: is a wropur ficld of speeulation, and in this £4-14 Wobre Dame oieourapges you to
roam with the groatost frocdom, and the most caper euricsitye It mives you rules for
correet thi ding und 1t trics to lay before you the accumilated knowledes of thc past
as o . uide to your investigations. To the confusion of thoso who wo 13 soe warfars
botweon selonse nad rell ion, Notre Dame has achicved distiaetion in soveral ficlds of
seientifie reo o areh, and we thank God that we sso nw lessening of scholurly zeal in
scarch of “*eh truths  OQur blossing is on it quu
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