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To Hq}E;You.at Massw=V,
(e« Canom, %o the Words of Consecration.)

In Greek the word, "Canon," means "rule'" or "standard" and therefore signifies some=
thing inflexible, From the begimming of the Canon until after Communion the Mass
is almost inflexible=-changes from day to day are few and minutes The very hoart
of the Canon is, of g¢oursse, the Offering of Christ to God and the account of the
Last Supper, at which Hass was first instituted.

In the august Sacrifice we again goto God through Jesus Christ. "Thee, therefore,™
the priest prays at the center of the altar, "Father most merciful, through Jesus
Christ Thy son our Lord, we suppliantly bescech and beg thak Thauﬂwoulést take, and
accopt, and bless these Gifts." Then the priest asks that the whole Church be pro-
served in poace and unity, he prays for the Pope, for the bishop of his diocese, on
behalf of thosc for whom the Mass is being offored, as well as "for all who arc hero
prescnt, whose faith and devetion are known to Thoo and for all £hose who are offor-
ing, or for whom we arc offering, this Saorifice of Praisc, for the redemption of
their souls, for the “ope of salvation and of security, for all thoso vho now pay to
Thec their vows, 0 God, evorlasting, living and truel!™

Then the prioest roaches up in his praycr and associates himself with the saintly cit-
igens of Heaven and with theit morits and prayerss: with the Queon~Mother in Christ's
glorious court, then with the brave martyrs and apostlos, with certain saints belonge
ing to Romo or espoeially dear to it: with Popes Linus, Cletus, and Clement, whe fol-
lowed closcly aftor Petor; with kind and peacoablc Pope Xystus II,‘WH&’W&S scized by
Roman soldiery as he spoke from his pontifical chair; with tho Africans, Cornelius

and Cyprian, who suffered persecubion; with Lawrcneo, famod Roman martgr,'wmth Qhrys-
ogonus, with Jdohn and Paul, two laymen martyrs, and with ths twins end Arabian doctors,
Cosmas and Dama&n.

In the full company of the faithful on carth, of tho sonls in Purgatory, and of theo
saints in Heavon, wo drow near to the Consceratione In the two bricf prayors romaine
ing bofore the actual Narrative of the Last Supper, the priest asks that we bo saved
from otornal domnation, o be numbcred among the flock of God's cloot; and that God
should doign to "bless, ratify, approve, and moke this Offering worthy and acccpt-
ablo, that it moy become for us the Body and Blood of Thy most boloved Son, Our Lord,
Josus Christe"

Why should we pray thus as if the Mass-Sacrifice, Josus Christ Himsclf, were not per-
fectly accaptable by naturc? It is bocousc we sinnors arc involved as co-vietims and
so-offorers in the Sacrifico with Christ. How many chances-aro there that we may be
imperfoet! Mass is the conbinuous offering of Christ to God ond it is, at tho samo
time +the application of the fruits of that offering to ours:lves. We may not be
worthily diswosed to assimilato the fruits of the H&mu. Ve oy even o through the
Mass without realizing what it is all about! TFor those reasons wo pray 4o become
moro perfoct.

Now comos the larrative of the Uppor Room: "iho, the day bteforo Ho sufforod, took
broad inte Hiz holy and venerable hands; and with cyes lifted un towards Heaven, giw
ing thanks to Thoo Almiphty God, His Fathor, He blossed it, brake it, wnd gave it to
His disciples, saying: Take and cabt yo all of +thds, for this is My Body, In liko
monnsr, after Ho had supped, taking also this oxeellont chaliec into Iii holy oand
venorable hands, giving Thee also thanks, Ho blessed, and pave it to His diseiplos,
gaving: Take ond drink ye oll of thisy for this is tho chulice of Uy Blood of the
now and otornal testamont, tho mystory of fulth; which shall bo shod for you, and for
mony, to the romission of sins. As ofton us you do thoso things, yo ahall do thom in
ramambrmm of Mo." 11064 6
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