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To Holp You ut Ninssw=VI,

(g« To the cnd of the Canon, )

From the Consccration until the priest's Communion, Christ is sacramentally present
on the altar., He is there as both priest and sacrificial vietim. iThat docs that
mean? By sin moan withdrew (and withdraw) from God the absolute worship and obedie-
ence and love which are strictly owed to Hime. This disastrous rovolt we human be-
ings, left to ourselves, could never possibly rectify., For this reason, the morcie-
ful Son of God took human nature, united it td His own divine noturc, ond God bocame
mon. This God-Mon, Jesus Christ, as man, is able to offer to God a humon worship;
as God, His worship is worthy of the Etcrnal Father,

The perfoct act of worship and obedionece and love is the Sacrifice of the linss, ine
stituted by Jesus Christ at the Last Supper, consummated on Calvary, and ropeated by
him today meny times "from the rising of the sun even to the goinz down thercof! in
overy country of the world. Jesus Christ is in the Mass as He was during the Last
Supper and on Calvary, both priest and vietim, .mnd wo are co=offerces with Christ
becouse united with Him through grace we join in all His actions, oven when Ho is
Offcreor ond Offered in the Mass., Hence whon we offer the Mass w th Christ we offer
an Irresistible Gift to God, One that perfectly pledues and soti.fios the Hoavenly
Father, What powor, thep in participating in the Mass! If we had beun close to
Christ in the Upper Room or on Calvary wo would not h&VO‘uﬂiﬁOd oursclves more closew
ly to divinc power and mercy thon we do by offoring Mass,

In the first prayer after the Consceration, the priest in his own nome and in that of
all the people formally offers to God's majosty, in memorial of the death and rosur-
rection and glorification of His Son, "what Thou Thyself hast given and grantede-a
Saerifice that is purc, that is holy, thot is undefiled--the holy Brond of etornal
élfe, and the Chalicc of life evorlasting." He begs God to receoivo those os of old

¢ accepted the gifts of Abel and the scerifice of Abroham and the unblomishod offors
ing of tho high pricst, Melchisidock, "Bid them be carried by tho hands of Thy Holy
ingdl to Thine Altor on high, to be in the sight of Thy divine Majostr, that cvery-
onc who, by participating in this iltar, shall have roceived the most holy Body ond
Blood Qf Thy Son, moy be filled full of cvory héuvanly grace and }1OS$iﬂ£." Noteo 7%
that in this prayoer the Church swoeps back over the whole stroteh of history and
links Calvery with tho first sacrifice offurcd by Abel and with thot of Abroham, who
stands for the cntire Chosen Poople, and with the sacrifice of HMelchisidocek who, the
Sceripturcs scom to say, derived knowledpe of the One God in some mysterious manner
apnrt from.rOVulaLlen. Note, too, that in this prayer, the Sacrificc of tho Mass
scoms Lo noud to be "enrried un" to Cod for His acceptanec, Horo ngoin, of coursc,
we the inporfoct onces, co-offcrers witlh Christ, moke the prayer for accepbance necos-
S4ry.

4t tals polnt, in o prayer for all the Departed, the pricst pausces moi.mbarily and
wo should cnll into tho Mass for special romembronce those Sonls in Purpntory who are
mest dear to us, The pricst then preys for followship in Honven with the holy a-
postles ond mortyrs and with mony sninte, among them the glorious unoblevomen Perpotun,
whoso arrulsh was less for martyrdom than for the fate of }gr little bebe and hor
servantemaid, Fo »liecites, who boeame o mother only two days before thoey wore scourged,
pored by becsts, and beheaded; and Jpnee, off whose little wrists wven the tinicst
hondeuls elipped, and CGOlllu, whose nnme had been swoot music dowm the apose  The
pricot cortlnuos: "Through Christ Our Lord, through whom 0 Lord, Tou cver dest
erogte, ~nd sancetify, and vivify, and bless nll thosa good thli?ﬁ‘ and toous dost
give thune-through Him, and with Him,and in Him, thore cowscs to Thoo, God, Fethor
Llrightyr, ﬂnd in the unlty of the Holy bpirit, all honor and glovy, fuw over and ove
sre  aviwme"  Through the powor of Our Lord bread and wine arc "brousht to 1ife" in
the Bucheristy through Hin thoy boor to us rich blessingss through our Eucharistic
God or ronder all glory to God in the Mnss,
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