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honor St • Patrlok, A11 *.* . -— -* thanksgiving for 0 • S • victory.

To^Help You At Mass— VI,
(g# r Yo the end of the Canon,)

From tho Oonsocration unti 1 the priest1 is Communion, Christ is sacrmnontally prosent 
on the altar* He is thero as lboth priest and s&crlficlal vi ctian, Ifhat doos that
mean? By sin man withdrew (and withdraw) from God the absolute worship and obodi-
enco and love which aro striotly owod to Him* This disastrous revolt wo human bor
ings , lo fib to our so Ivo s, oou Id novor pos sibly re ctify# For thi s reason, the mo rci- 
ful 8 on of God took human naturo, uni tod it to Hi s own divine nature, and God bo came 
man. This God-M&n, Josus Christ, as man, is able to offer to God a human worship; 
s God, His worship is worthy of the Eternal Father#a

The perfoot act of worship and obodioncc and lovo is the S&crifico of the Mass, in* 
stituted by tiesus Christ at tho Last Supper, consummated on Calvary, and repeatod by 
him today many timos "from tho rising of tho sun ovon to the go in,? down thereof" in 
every country of the world* Jesus Christ is in tho Mass as Ho was during tho Last
Supper and on Calvary, both priest and victim# And wo are co-offeroro with Christ
because united vd.th Him through graco wo join in all Ills actions, even whon He is 
Offeror and Offered in the Mass* Hence whon wo offer the Mass w th Oirist wc offer 
an Irresistible Gift to God, One that perfectly pleases and sativfios the Heavenly 
Father* What power, than in participating in the Mass] If we had bovn close to
Christ in the Upper Room or on Calvary w-c would not have united our solve s more close*
ly to divino powor and mercy than we do by offering IM&ss *

In the fi ret pr&yor after the Consoorati on, the pri ost in bis own name and in that of 
all the people formally offers to God1 s majesty, in memorial of the death and resur
rection and glorification of His Son, "what Thou Thyself hast given and granted— a 
Sacrifice that is pure, that is holy, that is undefilcd— the holy Bred of eternal 
life, and the Chalice of life everlasting,11 Ho begs God to rocoivo those as of old 
no accepted the gifts of Abel and the sacrifice of Abraham and tho imblunishod offer- 
ing of tho high priost, Mo 1 chiSideck* "Bid them bo carriod by tho hands of Thy Holy 
AngftJ to Thine Altar on high, to bo in tho sight of Thy divino Majesty, that every- 
one who, by parti cipating in thi s Altar* she 11 have ro solved tho most holy Body and 
Bio od of Thy Son, may bo fi lied ful 1 of cvqry heavenly graco and blessing*" Koto »L 
that in this pr&yor tho Church swoops back over tho whole stretch of Ini],story &nd 
links Calvary with tho fi rst sacrifice of fore d by Abel and with that of Abraham, who 
st ands for tho cnti ro Chos on People, and with tho sacrifice of Molchi side ok tfho, tho 
8cripturc s scorn to say, derived knowledge of tho Ono God in some mystorious manner 
apart from rovel&tion. Note, too, that in this prayor, the S&crificc of the mss 
seems to need to bo "carried up" to God for His acceptance* Here again, of courso, 
wo tho 1%perfect onos, co-offerors with Christ, make tho prayor for acceptance neces
sary.

At this point, in a prayer for all tho Departed, tho priest pauses nonintari 1;/ and 
we should call into tho Mass for special romombrancv those 8ouls in Purgatory*' who aro 
most dc&r to us* Tho priest then prays for fellowship in Heaven with the holy a- 
pestles and martyrs and with many saintc, among them tho glorious noblewoman Porpetua, 
whoso anguish was loss for martyrdom than for tho fate o'" 3ror littli babe and her 
servant-maid, Felicitas, who became a mother only two dry- eofon, were scourged, 
gored by beasts, and beheaded; and Agnus, off whose littl w"i stc . v n  the tiniest 
handcuffs slipped, and Gocilia, whose name had boon sweet; munic do'n tho â os# Tho 
priest continues* "Through Christ Our Lord, through AiW;; 0 Lord, Tly.u Lvor dost 
croqto, and sanctify, and vivify, and bless all those good things, and t, us dost 
give thorn— through Him, and with Him,and in Him, there "co,%3 to The,, God, Father 
Almighty, and in tho unity of tho Holy Spirit, all honor and glazy, for over and ov* 
or* Amen," Through the power of Our Lord broad and wine aro "brwbt to life" in 
the Eucharist; through Him they boar to us rich blessings; through our Euchariatio 
God or render all glory to God in tho Maas*
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