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Basis of Fear*

Is  fe a r  of H e ll, of sudden death in  m ortal s in , unworthy of the brave and in te llig e n t ? 
Is H ell but a bugaboo fo r  the ignorant?

Jesus C hrist again  and again warns His follow ers th a t  i f  they die in  th e i r  sins they  
w il l  su ffe r e te rn a l punishment in  H e ll, L isten to  Him on the s in  of scandal;

And i f  thy • hand or thy foot scandalize thee , cu t i t  o ff and ca s t i t  from 
t h e e . . . , . I f  thyyoye scandalise th ee , pluck i t  out and cast i t  from t h e e . . . .
. . I t  is  b e t te r  fo r thee to  go in to  l i f e  maimed or lame or having one eye 
than  having two hands or two fe e t or two eyes to  be cast in to  the o v a rla s t
ing f i r e  of H e ll. (Matthew XVIII, 8 and 9 .)

Our Lord describes, in  Matthew XXV, 41, the  Last Judgment and the f in a l  separation  
of the  good from th e  wicked, to  whom He sh a ll say; "Depart from me ye cursed in to  
ev e rla s tin g  f i r e . " Refer also  to  Matthew X III, 24-30, and to  Luke XIV, 18-31.

I f  you are  in te l l ig e n t  enough to  read, bravo doubter, c a l l  Jesus C hrist a foo l or a 
l i a r ,  bu t do not m istake the awful meaning of His warnings3

Confidence and Foar.

Gan absolute confidence in  God absorb the  h ea rt th a t fea rs  Him? Are Foar and Confid
ence unfriend ly  s i s te r s  between whom we must make an exclusive choice? To concoivo 
God as angry and immediately afterw ards as forgiving—does th is  not run tho k i l l in g  
sword o f co n trad ic tio n  through a l l  p ie ty  and fa ith ?

Fear csf God is  no t fe a r  of an o rien ta l po ten ta te  of caprice and whim, whose angry eyes 
blaze a t  the s l ig h te s t  m is-step . In f a c t ,  tho Son of God on oarth  was not too punc
t i l io u s  on mere questions of form and e t iq u e t te .

G uilty , stubborn, w il lfu l  un fa ith fu lness—d elib era te  mortal sin—angers Divine Justice,

Some th in k  th a t fo a r i s  motive only fo r beginners, th a t  there  i s  an exclusive highway 
of love, f ro ; from fo a r , which leads to  the mounts of p erfec tio n , lo  such th ing! The 
sense of fo „r—reasonable foar—increases d a ily  as wo climb up to  God, Every day we 
see more c le a r ly  th a t  s in  is  the groat e v il  and consequently is  the groat cause fo r 
fo ar.

The Remedy«

And i f  wo fear s in  we are ca rried  by tho whole impulse of our aversion, to  a remedy, 
to  p ro tec ting  s e c u r i t ie s .  The remedy against s in , are we to  sook i t  w ith in  ourselves? 
Ho moro than fresh  water is  to  be polled from the midst of tho sa lty  son. Ho more 
than wo seek physical vigor independent of food and d rink .

Of ourselves, w ithout tho in v is ib le  grace of God, wo are powerless to  r e s i s t  even mor
t a l  s in  for any length  of tim e. We do not foar God so much as wu fear s in  and foar
our own weaknesses. True re lig io u s fo a r docs not drive us away from God, but i t  draws
us close to  Him, tho Father and Physician, tho single source of protection against 
the awful ov il of s in .

Foar draws us to  confession when necessary, and frequently  to  Mass and to  Holy Com
munion, th a t  wo may daily  take strength to  livv  always ready to  dio—in  tho s ta te  of
,-rnoo. This is  tho bravo and in te ll ig e n t  man's reac tion  to  reasonable foar.
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