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The Presence of God*

Our catechism a ate; m e re  is  God? And the answer i s ,  God is  everywhere. Does'God see 
us? God sees us and watches over us. Thus in  lig h t of day, or dark of n ig h t, in  the 
secrecy of our own rooms, wherever we may be, God is  there—knows our thoughts, sees 
our ac tio n s , hears our conversation.

Review what occurred a t  the Last Supper; ’’This is  My Body"; "This is  My Blood"; "Do 
th is  in  commemoration of Me"—p rie s ts  given power to  consecrate, to change bread and 
wine in to  His Body and Blood. And C hrist is present in  the ta le  m a d e , where a l l  can 
v i s i t  Him. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament! C hrist placed in  the monstrance for 
a l l  to  see in  a v e iled  and dark manner—He Mho® we a l l  hope one day to  see face to
face!

The Body of C hrist is  even closer to  us a t  one o ther time—in  the Mass when He i s  p re
sent on the a l t a r  not encased in  the g lass of the monstrance, From the Consecration 
u n t i l  the Communion the Body and Blood of Christ l ie  on the a l ta r  under th e  appearance 
of bread and wino.

And, f in a l ly ,  the  c lo sest possible presence—Holy Communion—when Christ i s  re a lly  
presen t w ith in  u s .

lh a t  marvellous p riv ileg es! What corresponding re sp o n s ib ili t ie s !  Xh b e liev e , but do 
we a c t as i f  we believe?

The unbaptized in f id e l  or pagan, with no knowledge of the t r u th ,  may want to  do every
th in g  possib le to  be united  with h is la k e r  h e re a fte r . Such a one might be said to  
have Baptism of D esire, and such d ispositions would be considered by God su f f ic ie n t 
fo r  the  sa lv a tio n  of th a t man’s soul.

And the baptized non-Catholio, he doesn 't accept the tru th s  th a t  we believe in . But 
he cannot bo condemned fo r th a t .  He was brought up in his own b e lie f . He may no t 
have had opportunity to  believe otherw ise. But l e t  us say th a t  ho obeys the Ten Com
mandments, p ray s, m anifests love of God, esp ec ia lly  through kindness and regard fo r 
h is  neighbor. He, to o , may m erit sa lvation .

Takc^tho C atholic, f a r  removed from the luxuries of h is re lig io n , in  the dense regions 
of South America or A frica . No church or p r ie s t  a t  hand; no opportunity of evor see
ing e i th e r .  He may be fa i th fu l  to  prayer, renew h is b e lie f  in  the tru th s  ho learned 
a t  h is m other's knee, frequently  make ac ts of perfect co n tr itio n , try  h is  best to  load 
a righteous l i f e .  Such a one, too , would win Hoavon,

But when i t  comes to  us, who have boon given the F aith , and knowledge of i t  m  i to  
fu l ln e s s ; who have the chance of p rac tic ing  i t  in  every d e ta i l , of securing grace 
from so many d if fe re n t sources, i f  wo go on neglecting those tru th s  or ignoring our 
o p p o rtu n ities , what chance of salvation  have wo?

Dogs God’s p r e s e n c e  a l l  around us influence our lives? In church, does our conduct 
measure uo to  our b e lie f  in  the Real Prosonoo? Do wo frequently  v i s i t  C hrist liv in g  
in  the tabernacle? Do wo attend ovory morning the stupendous miracle of the Mass?

S t. Toresa of Avila says th a t prayor is  bust which brings an improvement in  our work, 
and not n ecessa rily  that which bringsHho most sa tis fa c tio n . Lot us resolve to  re 
spect God’s presence a l l  around us by prayor and by a clean and fa i th fu l  l i f e . Lot 
us go to  Mass o ften  and follow  i t  with the m issal. Lot us receive C hrist da ily  in  
Holy Communion w ith much reverence and resp ec t. Lot us v i s i t  Him frequently  in hue 
tab ern ac le . 0>Prom "Look Lho’& Horo1'—a mimeographed weekly published in  New Y ork .)


