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"I beliove in the Communion of the Saints.”

Watve said that hundreds of times in the Creed, but do we know what it implies? It
simply implies that, as Catholics, we profess to bolieve that we are nos to live our
lives as so many isolated units, but as mombers of the same living Thing.

What is the living Thing in which we arc all closely united? It is tho Church,

But is not the Church only a moral organization, a large religirus society composed
of many millions of pcople?

No, the Church, properly understood, is much more. It is tho living Body of Christ;
ond as membors of the Chureh we are all memboers of the Body of Christ.

That is why Christ said to Saul who porsecuted the Church--"Why persceutest thou He?"
“ie live in Christ's life, and His 1life lives in us. That is why the good vatholie,
Saint Paul, could say, aftor his conversion, "I live yot now not I, but Christ liveth
in me.” ’

To understand better, lot us havo an example, Each of our bodies is composed of
countless cells. The cells live in our body and our body lives in its collis.

The eells don't live with their own soparate, indopendsnt lives, but with the one life
of our bodye So also we live our supernatural lives, not independontly, but in Chrisy
as the eells live in our body. Christ's 1ife flows through us as the life of our bo-
dy flows through the cells,

As Catholics we are all so mony membors of Christ's Body, and as such w¢ are not only
one wit- Christ but we arec also onc with onec another.

One momber of the Church can help another, just as members of our body cun help one
anothor, just as, whon our foot is injured, cur hand can tend to it. o onn pray for
one another, we oan toach one another by word and cxamplo, we cnz sacrilfice for one
ancther. -

And beczusc the Souls in Purgatory are also mumbers of Christ's Body, arc members of
the Church, wo can pray for thom, and they can pray for us.

And the souls in Hoaven, because thoy arc members of Shrist's Bedy, can also pray for
US e

Thus we sec thot natural death is no barricr to real union with other mombers of the
Church; nor is it o barriocr to union with Christ. Only mortal sin is - barricr.

Mortal sin makos us# dead members of the Body, loathsome to the wholo Body, dangerous
to the ather members of the Body.

Mortal sin mokes us dead cells. While we sre still in this world suncrnetural life
from Christ oan be set flowing amain, bub if at the memont of ourthly death we are
dond oells, we shall be cut off from the living Body that is Christ for ull eternity.

Eaoh hour wo are in mortal sin we arc superasturally usoloss, no if wo were doud.

And tho more wo multiply these doad hours, th. more we multiply our chunces of slip-
ping for cternity into tho living duath that is Holl.




