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"X b e lie v e  i n  th e  Communion o f  th e  S a i n t s , ”

W e've s a id  t h a t  hundreds of t im es  i n  th e  Creed, b u t  do we know what i t  im p lie s?  I t
s im p ly  im p lie s  t h a t ,  as  C a th o l ic s ,  we p ro fe s s  t o  bo11eve t h a t  we a re  n o t  to  l i v e  our 
l i v e s  as so many i s o l a t e d  u n i t s ,  b u t  as mombors o f  tho  same l iv in g  T hing .

What i s  th e  l i v in g  Thing in  w hich wo a ro  a l l  c lo s e ly  u n ite d ?  I t  i s  th o  Church.

But i s  no t t h e  Church on ly  a m oral o r g a n iz a t io n ,  a  la rg e  r e l ig io u s  s o c ie ty  composed 
o f  many m i l l io n s  o f people?

No, th e  Church, p ro p e r ly  u n d e rs to o d , i s  much m ore. I t  i s  th o  l i v in g  Body o f  C h r i s t ;
and as members o f  tho  Church we a re  a l l  members o f  th e  Body of C h r i s t .

T hat i s  why C h r i s t  s a id  t o  Saul who p e rse c u te d  th e  Church— "Why p o rsecu to r .t  th o u  Me?11 
h e  l i v e  in  C h r i s t ' s  l i f e ,  and His l i f e  l iv e s  i n  u s .  That i s  why th e  good C a th o l ic ,  
S a in t  P a u l , cou ld  sa y , a f t e r  h i s  c o n v e rs io n , " I  l iv o  y e t  now n e t  I ,  b u t  C h r is t  l i v o t h
in  m o.”

To u n d e rs tan d  b e t t e r ,  l o t  us hovo an exam ple, Each o f  our bodies i s  comnosed o f  
c o u n t le s s  c e l l s .  Tho c e l l s  l iv o  in  our body and ou r body l iv e s  i n  i t s  c o l l s .

The c o l l s  don ’t  l iv e  w ith  t h e i r  own s e p a r a te ,  independen t l i v e s ,  b u t  w ith  tho  one l i f e
o f  o u r body. So a l s o  we l iv o  our s u p e rn a tu ra l  l i v e s ,  n o t in d ep e n d e n tly , b u t i n  Christy 
as  th e  c e l l s  l i v o  in  o u r  body. C h r i s t ' s  l i f e  flow s th rough  us ad th o  l i f e  o f  ou r bo
dy flow s th ro u g h  th e  c e l l s .

As C a th o lic s  wo a re  a l l  so many mombors o f  C h r i s t ' s  Body, and as such ms a rc  n o t  on ly
one w i t  * C h r i s t  bu t wo a ro  a ls o  ono w ith  ono a n o th e r .

One member o f  th o  Church can h e lp  a n o th e r , j u s t  as members o f our body can h e lp  one 
a n o th e r ,  j u s t  a s ,  when ou r f o o t  i s  i n ju r e d ,  o u r hand can te n d  to  i t .  bo can p ray  for 
ono a n o th e r ,  wo can to u c h  ono a n o th e r  by word, and example, wo can s a c r i f i c e  f o r  one
a n o th e r .  %

And because th o  Souls i n  P u rg a to ry  a ro  a l s o  mombors of C h r i s t ' s  Body, a ro  members o f 
th o  Church, wo can p ra y  f o r  thorn, and th e y  can p ray  f o r  u s .

And th e  so u ls  in  Hoavon, because thoy  a ro  members o f  C h r i s t ' s  Body, can a ls o  pray f o r  
u s .

Thus we see t h a t  n a tu r a l  d ea th  i s  no b a r r i e r  t o  r e a l  union w ith  o th e r  mombors o f  th e  
Church; nor i s  i t  a b a r r i e r  t o  un ion  w ith  C h r i s t .  Only m o rta l s in  i s  -x b a r r i e r .

M orta l s i n m k o s  us dead members o f the- Body, loathsome to  th e  wholo Body, dangerous 
to  th e  o th e r  mombors o f  th e  Body.

M o rta l  s in  makes us dead c e l l s .  W hile wo a ro  s t i l l  in  t h i s  world s u p e rn a tu r a l  l i f e  
from C h r is t  can bo s e t  flow ing  a g a in , b u t  i f  a t  th o  moment o f  e a r th ly  d e a th  wu a re  
dead c o l l s ,  we s h a l l  bo c u t  o f f  from th o  l i v i n g  Body t h a t  i s  C h r is t  f o r  a l l  e t e r n i t y .

Booh hour wo a ro  in  m o rta l  s in  wo a ro  s u p e r n a tu r a l ly  u s e l e s s ,  nr» i f  wo wore do ad .

And th o  more we m u lt ip ly  th e  so do ad h o u r s , th ., more wu m u lt ip ly  our chances of s l i p 
p ing  f o r  e t e r n i t y  in to  th o  l i v i n g  d e a th  t h a t  i s  l i o l l .


