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Are Things Fixed?

Deceased# friend of Robert 
Heywood (Dillon); father of 
Joe Hartzer (Off-campus),

Here * s one from the mai 1 bag: "A fine, young Catholic fellow I know is all wet on
the quest! on of pro destine tl on. He s ays that once a re 1! gicn pro fes s or told him 
this a *Be fore si man * s born he’ s fixed for Heaven or fo r Hel 1, * Natural ly, tie wonders# 
if a fe 11 ovf is fixe d * what * as -kite use of trying to do anythin? about it? Wi 11 you 
<3 lear up the point for both him and me ? "

The dlffi culty seems to aris e from that unfortunate word, "fix*" God forelmows, be* 
fore 2i man is born, whether that man wil 1 go to Heaven or to Del 1 * But God doesn *t 
"fix'* ei man for Heaven or for Hell, as a erooked lawyer fixes si j ury; nor does God 
" fix" si man * s destiny in the sense that He pre-determlnes man.

Pore*knowin.% Is not fore-causing* I see a hundredth on tank plunge from a hundred* 
foot height diiectly on top of a helples s invalicl. The norent that the tank starts
downward I foreknteat, the invalid is to be killed. But I don’t fore-cause the 
tragio death, simply boea,;se I foresee it# Ho, fore knowing is not fore-causing,

God wi 1 Is all men to b-j saved # he lenow that from the Seri ptures (cfr. Timothy 11 *4.). 
We know too from the Scriptures that God is ever ready to pardon tue most hardened 
sinner* See Homans 11,4; 2 Peter 1X1,9* But God would not will all men to be saved 
if He predestined part of mankind to Hell. And what would His willingness to pardon 

if a man were inevitably allotted to Hell or to Heaven?

Man fixes his own destiny by the way he abuses or uses his own free will and by the 
way he cooperates or fails to cooperate with God*s grace* Man himself is fully boss 
of the fixing* God’s omniscient power of fore-knowing doesn’t take an iota of re
sponsibility from man,

Stop Your Goof in ’ 1
Overheard on the camrus: "I don *t believe in making the Novena
for Exams* They * re not that important in my li to 2"

" Jotta man I "Vhata man! Only deaths and dis&s iso r:% are se rious 
enough for extr&ordira r;/ effort at prayer! Tab, tsh, many fol
io;* s ’ 11 think you ’ re actual ly rubbin ’ i t in* Bxame # for the »
:.ijority of us, are still plenty formidable*

The re are two reasons for moat of our action s * One reason we 
talk freely about; the other, most often tho hr̂ portant one, wo 
hardly montion or admit» even if we ’ re <3oncelous of it,

when si fellow bolirires in the efficacy of the Sacraments, it’ s 
.tot courage, and it * s not strong, deliborate choice that keeps him away from them#
It * as <3 owardice, or fear, or some form of weaknea* s *

And it * % idiocy to boast about not going to tho Sacramento, for any 1'%'! non whatsoover * 
A person begins to know himoolf when lie begins to detect the uia o 1 ce ’ influences at 
work in hi# 11 fo *

I f you thin": you ’ re not going to the Sacraments fo r some nob lo roan o- # you ’ re goof in * 
yoursoIf ani anybody who knows you at a11 will woo through your gag*
PRAYERS : (docuasod) John Richard Dinner, at Notro D-me 1910*12; mother of Kugone
Casey, dlod last hodnosday; grandmothor of Paul %lloy (Off-c&mpua)* I11, friend 
of Ei student f aunt of Jack Ward (Morrisaey), il 1 with pr,eumonia $ grandmother of Paul 
Roarke (Badin)l John Sexton (Lyons), aopondeotomy#


