Mass, Vied. 8§ Vincent & A- University of Notre Dame Deceased, friend of Robert

nastasius p. 716, Colleets Religious Bulletin Heywood (Dillon); father of
pe 716; 2nd & 3d p.lll, January 21, 1938 Joo Hartzer (Off-campus).

Are Things Fixed?

Here's one from the mail baz: “A fine, young Catholic fellow I know is all wet on

the question oF predestination, He says that once a religica professor told him

thist 'Before a man's born he's fixed for Heaven or for Hell,' DNaturally, he wonders,
if a fellow is fixed, what's the use of trying to do anything about it? Wwill you
clear up the point for both him and me?" -

The difficulty seems to arise from that unfortwiate word, "fix." God forelmows, be~
fore a man is born, whether that man will go to Heaven or to Hell, But God doesn't
"Pix" a man for Heaven or for Hell, as a crooked lawyer fixes a jury; nor does God
"eix" a man's destiny in the sense that He pre-determines man.,

Fore-knowin~ is not fore-causing. I see a hundred~ton tank plmge from a hundred-
foot height direetly on top of a helpless invalid. The moment that the fank starts
downward I forexm~w trat the invelid is 4o be killed. Rub I don't fore-cause the
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tragic death, simply bsowise I foresee it. No, foreknowirg is not fore-causing.

God wills all men to b= saved, ue lnow that from the Serintures (efr. Timothy II,4.)
We know too from the Scriptures that God is ever ready to pardon tVe most hardened
sinner. See Romans 11,43 2 Peter III1,9. But God would not will all swi to be saved
if He predestined part of mankind to Hell. And what would His williasress to pardon
mean if a man were i-evitably allotted to Hell or to Heaven? -

Men fixes his own destiry by the way he abuses or uses his own free will and ty the
way he cooperates or fails to coorerake with God's grace, HMan himself is fully boss
of the fixing. OGod's ormiscient power of fore-kuowing doesn't take an iote of re-
sponsibility from men.

Stop Your Goofin'l

Overheard on the campus: "I don't believe in making the Novena

e

for Exams. They're not that important in my 1life!"

iotba man! “vhata man! Only deaths and Aisastors are serious
gneugh for extroordicery effort at prayor! Tsh, tsh, many fel-
lows'll think you're aetually ruklin' it in. Bxaus, for the
sasority of us, are still plenty formidable.
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There are two reasons for most of our actionsg. Oul reasor we
talk freelv about; the other, most often the roortant one, we
hardly mention or admit, oven if we're conseclous of it,

Vihen a fellow belirves in the efficacy of the Jucravents, it's
Lot couraze, and it's not strong, deliterats cholee thut veews him avuy from them,
Tt's cowardiece, or fear, or come form of weaimess.

And it's 1dioey to roust aloub nobt going to the Dacramerts, for any recson wiatsoewver.
A person herine to know himself when he berias to detoet She unveleed influences at
work in his li“e.

If vou thinir you're not going to the Sncraments for sowoe nobtle reaso o, you're goofin'
soursolf and anybody who 4nows you at all will soee throush your o

PRAYARS:  (decuased) cokn Richard Dinmen, st Notre Dame 1910-12; mothur of Bugene
Cusey, diod last Lwdnnsday; grandmother of Paul Xelley (Off-campus)s 111, friond
of & student; wunt of Jack Vard (lorrissey), 11l with prneumonie; granimother of Paul
Roarks {Badir.); Jom Sexton (Lyonsz), awvpendsstomy.




