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‘The Fighter.

Tomorrow is the feast of the conversion of the zamest fizhter the Church has ever
lmG’t‘m .

As =z highlv intelligent young man he found his religion and his race extremely unpop-
ular. But, though himself physically small, 1o didn't curly up at the odds asainst
him. He turned fighter.

xmt

Saul was a gzealot of orthodox Judaism. When he learned that a Christian sect was
spr 1nginf up from among his own people, his blood boiled. It was trouble enough te
fight united against the pagan Greeks.

He would smash these fanatical Christians. And how he smashed!l At the stoning of the
first Christian martyr, there was Saul, In the zreat persecution at Jerusalem, Saul
tock the lead, workiny havoc, according to the Acts of the Apostles, to the early
Church.

He broke into Christian houses. He dragged Christian men and women to prisons., He
terrorized by force and fear. Hatred of Christians turned his eyms northward to Da=
maseuss To the high priest at Jerusalem Saul hurried "breathing out threatenings
and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord."” He wanted authorizabtion to perse-
ecute the Christians of Damascus. He got it.

With official letters in his pocket he rode to Damascus. Bubt on the way something
hapovened. As he rode, a heavenly light struck him to the ground, and he heard a
kind, mysterious voice call out to him: “Saul, Saal, why psrsecubest thou Me? I am
Jesus Whom thou persecubest. It is hard for thee to kick a~aiust the goadi"

Yes, it is very, wvery hard for anyone %o kick ageinst the goad. Out of divine re-
sourees, Jesus carried His poinb. That was enough for Saul {chanzed to "Paul" at the
conversionh No pussy-footing, half-way measures for him! ¥ith whirlwind swiftness
he turned Christian, saint to the core, apostle to the death.

From Damascus back to Jerusalem he travelled, now the firebrand of Christ. By land
and by sea he journeyed, fighting intrigue and insurrection among Pagans and Jews.
He preached, hes wrote, he suffered, he fought.

And how he could take it in the cause of Christ! According to his own testimony,
bitter Jews scourpged him five different times, with 39 lashss euch timp, Three times
he was cruelly beaten by rods. Once he was gtazeN- Three times he was shipwrecked,
Often ha fell into perils of robbers, into perils from his own nwbicn, into perils
from the Pa-wns, Into perils in the wilderness, irnto perils in the sea, into perils
from false brethren. In labor and palnfulness he tolled, irn watehings and hunger and
thirst, in fuastings often, in cold arnd nakednese. And pear the end they put him in
chaizs in Roms., And, finally, they bersaded him.

For what did he do it all? To briny gouls into +the Catholic Churceh, Tt meant that
mueh o him. Tou are a Catholice, too. hat do you do aboub 1t? Pity yoursclf be=-
calce your ?‘11“10L imnoses oblimationz? Foar tn b known ac a Catholie in wnfriend-
ly quarters? Have you over put yoursclf oub, even u little, to bring o soul into
the Churceh? Did vou pray for anyons duriwg the Crurch Unity Goetave?

Ask tomorrow for n generous moasurc of +ho foarlecs soirit or Saint Tanl. You noced
it as an antidote aruinst tho sieckly indilference of the ase.

PREYERS: (docensod) friend of a studint, 111, person to urdurso operstion; Rosa=
mary Rauselh, sistor of Cerl Reuseh (Bro.nson); Jumes Shelton, uiclo of Profossor
Louis Buokloy., Also deceased, mother of John Annss '35,




