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The StranggEgrliﬁg Exorcismy

In bold type on the front page of the Denver Register last Sunday, Monsignor Mathhew
Smith told the weird story of a recent exorcism. He drew the story from a pamphlet
entitled, "Becone Satan"; the pamphlet bears the imprimatur of the Bishop of St.
Cloud, the nihil obstat of the Rt. Reve John P. Durham, and the permission to print
of the Abbot of Baint Joln's, Collegeville, Minnesota.

The exorcism took place in Earling, Iown, in 1928; it was performed by Rev. Theophil-
us Riesinger, a Capuchin, who in recent years has handled 19 cases of diabolical pos-
sessions The subject of the exorcism was a 40~year-old, unnamed woman., Doctors had
examined her and found her not abtnormal. Although she was aprnarently a zood woman,
she found herself held away from prayer, church services, and Holy Communion by strange
inner powsrss oshe understood languages that she had never read nor heards “/hen she
was blessed in Latin she understood what the priest declared and foamed and became en-
raged. This was particularly significant because when the priest spoke in classical
Latin, not praying, she lost her rage.

When the lady first arrived at Earling, she was filled with hatred against those who
met her, although she wanted to undergo the exorcismes The exorcism begen as usual,
under permission of the Bishop, with Mass (in the parish church}, After ilass the

lady was taken to the convent at Earling for the actual rite of exoreism, which con-
sists in certain prayers for divine aid and formal commands of the deviles to depart.
The strongest nuns were delegated to handle the lady. Her arms and dress were bound.
Soon after the prayvers began the woman became unconscious. Suddenly "with lightning
speed, the possessed dislodged herself from her bed and from the hands of protectors,
and her body, carried through the air, landed high above the door of the room and
clung to the walls with catlike grips.” It was necessary to use force to dislodge her,
A loud shrill rent the aire. To those in the room i1t scemed afar off'; but desnite
closed windows, the nolses ran through the village and zroups came in berror to the
outside of the convent. Even the nuns and the pastor had to leave the room occasion-
ally to recuperate, but the Capuchin went on undisturbed. Several times, however, he
was twisted around like a whirlwinds By special pormission, Father Theophilus wore,
for protection, a pyx containing the Blessed Sacrament. Horri'le exorements, obvious~
ly preternatural in their volume and filth, were ecjeeted by the possessed woman, as
the devils 'mdeavored to hit the Blesscd Sacrament (although they always missed It).
This kewt up 10 to 20 times a day during the 23 days of the exoreism. Father Thao-
philus addressed the demons in English, German, and Latin, getting ansycrs in the
languase he used., Voices, which differed as difforent snirits snoke, ecame from the
mouth of the womsn, often with her mouth altogether closed, and never with movoment |
of her tongue or livs, IFf Pather Theophlilus through fatiguc madc a mistake in any i
of the lan‘ueres, immediately he was dorided with such torms as "Dumbbelll" Thrue

of the nossessiny snirite identificd themselves as condemmed huran beings: one was
Judas Iscariob: one was Jacob, deccascod father of the possessed woman, the man who
had cursed her for not sinning with him and who was now brying to get revenpge on hor
for the fact that he had woen dammed boecause of this soing and Hho third was Mins, who
had besn Joacob's concubine for yours.

Blessisns with the Holy Sacrament puined the devils most, The also ruved and squirm-
ed when the womar, was blossed with s relic of the True Crosss The interoccsion of
"Mary the Inmeenlate Conception" caused a bloating of tho woman's bLody and then a sude-
den rolaxing as it tho demons had beon struek on the head with o elube The ond of
the sarliay oxoreism came wvhen, For the first sime sluriay the loas rites, the woman
opencd hur oo and mouth and smileds "My Jusus, mereyl Pralced be Jugus Christ!™
shu drelured-~the first bime in 12 v.ars she had prorounced the loly Mumgsm-~-Skeptics
mipcht writo vo the publishur of the pampblet, Hev. Colestine Kansner, GCuohee, it
John's Ahhoy, Collesevilly, Minne, for further information.

SUNDAY, "5SS OF PURIFICATION, ps 7383 2nd colleet of IV-3unday, pe 140.

t Iil, Pete Kern (seriously ill).
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