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The Intellectual#

A young man is making himseIf & ascaudal and a mystery to si sma 11 cotori e of fellow- 
students. Ha is quiot, sorious, studious# He is d .op # He is a roador* He hurls 
objoctions that no robust sophomore can answor.

Ah, but tie i s noble * Though a skcptic tie trieas to koop his profound d3 fficultics to 
hims el f; tliat i s, pro tty much to h ims o If. He doo (sis. * t want to de st rov vo ung faith and
young convictions, ho always explains,

Religion? Prayer? My, my, how oan such a profound young man of oightoon years pray 
or tie li eve? Mari tain and Gi Is on and Ohes to rton and Bo 11 oc and Dawson and Chovalic r 
and Claudol, they can bo intons:ly roligious* Tho young man of oightoon years knows
too much.

But, ouri ously, ho novo r anproaohe s a prof os sor of thoodi cy about hi s difficultio s 
c once rning tho existence of God. lie novor advance s to a prof os sor of osycho logy hi s 
argument s against freedom of the will * Ho never questions, to a prof os sor of o ritcr- 
iology, tho objoctivo validity of human thought.

He never challongos the divinity of Christ or tho infallibility of the Church to one 
of acknowlodgvd competence# Ho, it is always to the sophomoric# '.hy?

nHo prefers to remain to himself and to his little group, the skeptic— a ki 
of Scarlet Pimpernel of intellectuals* Why? Maybe he has built up the illusion that: 
he is truly intellectual and maybe he doesn’t care to risk his refutation in a contoc 
that might bring him to earth. Maybe.

And maybe, under it all, he is just one of t^osc poor mortals, too to live out
Catholic teaching, too proud to confess tno foot* It is difficult, you know, for an 
immoral man who wants to appear noblo and intellectual oven to himself # For him tho 
are only two possible adjustments: either he can change his immoral habits of living 
*»~and this amounts to that humiliating experience known as conversion; or, something 
easier and quicker, ho can change his theory of living to fit his immoral life* He 
com give up hi s Faith and save his pride *

Anyway, our young man chooses the lat ter of tho two cours vs * Ho or ides himr o If on be 
ing strictly sclenti fic and indonendont of dogma* Yot ho presents tho so curi ouslv un 
seiontif ic anomv 1 ics: ho doosn *t acknowledge freedom of tho will, but can * v "keif 1 ore 
ci(3ely what freedom of the will implios; he doosn*t admit (3-0(3 ’ 25 existence, and can*t 
3 ot down one of the five proofs demonstrating that God exists; ho s c of Os at the Biblv 
as (i mythologics 1 book, but doosn * t know tho facts that make it true hi story; tie 
sh00ts blank cartridges at tho miraclcs and divinity of Christ, and d*csn*t won care 
that his curtridgos are blank*

To got si 1 ong, lot us projoot tho young man into tho futuro. If it matters much to
him in affluonoc, ho wi11 probably marry outside tho Church*

Ono day ho wi 11 fall deathly i 11* Bocauso it wi 11 met 1 ,or much to him, he wi 11 prubab
ask to l)c taken to a Catho 11 c hospital* Sisturs wi 11 tako better 0are of h 1 m!

%on doath clamps earnest fingors on his throut, when ho is moving in to tho lo.i*, 
black corridor of otomity, wi 11 ho <3 omo to hi s so as os If Ho thi nice; now th* t ho wil 1 
(%al 1 for a priost**-not a priost (3arrying big books, ful 1 0f now arguxm;nta, but a 
priest to absolve and to briog Holy Viaticum#

li hat a ro his chancos in the hour o f death? " ,hat arc tho wages of the j^stinat 01'-
proud and hypocritical life?
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