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The Intellectual.

A young man is making himself a scandal and o mystery to a small coteriz of fellow-
sbudents. H: is quiet, scrious, studious. He is d .op. He is a reader. He hurls
objoctions thuat no robust sophomore can answor.

Ah, but he is noble. Though a skoptic he tries to keep his profound difficualties %o
himself; that is, pretty much to himself. He doesn't want to destrov voung faith and
young ccnwictxuqu, ho always oxplains,

Religion? Trayor? My, my, how can such o profound young man of cightoon yoars pray
or beliove? Maritain and Gilson and Chesterton and Belloe and Dawson and Chevalier
and Claudel, they can be intens:ly rcligious. The young man of cizhboun years knows
too much.

But, curicusly, hc never anproaches a professor of thcodicy about his difficulties
concerning the existence of God. Ho nover advances to a professor of vsychology his
argunents against frecdom of the will. Hoe never questions, to a professor of criter-
iology, thoe obicetive validity of human thought.

He never challenges the divinity of Christ or the infallibility of the Churech 4o onc
of acknowledzed QﬂmpthﬁCE. No, it is always to the sophomoriec. “hy?

Ah, why? He prefors to remain to himself and to his little group, the skeptic--a kin
of Searlot Pimpernel of intelleebunls. Thy? Maybe he has built up the illusion that
he is truly intellectual and maybe he doesn't carc to risk his rovatation in o contus’
that might bring him to carth. Mﬁybc.

ind maybe, wnder it all, he is just one of thosc poor mortzls, too weak to live oub
Catholic teaching, too proud to confoss the fects It 1s difficult, yvou Imow, for an
immoral man who wants to appoear nohble and intollcctual ceven to himsclfe For him ther
are only two possible adjustments: cither he can chango his Immoral habits of living
==and this amownts to that humiliating oexpericnce known as conversion; or, somothing
casier and g icker, he can change his theory of living to fit his immoral life. P2
can givoe un his Faith and save his pride.

Anywoy, our young man chooses the latter of the two coursvs. He orides himeolf on bo-
ing strietly seientific and indencndent of dogmas Yot he presents theose curicusly un-
scientific anomnlics: ho docsn't asknowledge froedem of the will, bui can'’ toll nro-

cisely what frocdom of the will implies; he doesn't ndmit God's wxx stenee, and cun't
sot down one of the five proofs demonstroting thak God exists; hu scof'Ts ot ths Biblm
ng o mytholorical book, but deesa't know tho facts that moke it trus history; h

shoots blank eartridges at the miracles wnd divinity of Christ, and d-~usnt't uven curs
thot his cartridses arce blank,

To get along, lot wug project the young man into the fubture. If it mibters mmeh to
him in affluonce, he will probably marry outsid. the Church.

One day he will fall deathly ille Beeauso it will mdbter much fo him, ho will probabl
nsk to be token bo o Cotholie hospitals Sisturs will take bottor eare of himl

xS

Whon doath elamps carnest fingers on his Hhrout, whon he is moving into the loas,
bloeck corridor Qf eternity, will he como to his gonses? He thinks now thot he will
call for o pricst--not o prizst carrying bis books, full of new wrpumenta, bhut
pricat to absolve and to %rxqw Holy Viuticum.

What are his chances in the hour of death? “hut are the wanes of the ohstinsbals
roud and hypoeritieal 1life?
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