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Philip Kinsley, writing in the graphic section of the Chicago Tribne last Sunday,
tells of an interview he had recently with Dr. Shailer Mathews, emeritus dean of the
University of Chicago divinity school. A bold hﬂadlxnem-“CHasm.Betwe*n Religion and
Science is Bridged"--tops the article. Many scholars (including scientists) won't
like the way Dr. Mathews builds his bridges; bubt that's a long, lotg story that
doesn't £it into the Bulletin.

In his "leisurely interview at the University Club," Dr. Mathews does hit off this
vague and cumbersome idea of prayer. “Prayer," he says, "is the utilization of the
technique of personal communication in development of personal relations with the
activity of the cosmos., It is not to persuade an angry God, but it i1s possible to
accomplish through prayer something that could not be otherwise accomplished. It is
not necessarily only useful thinking, the dynamics of the mind. It is all that, but
it is something more. All religions recognize that somewhere one comes up against
the not~self and gets what otherwise he would not have--strength and direction.”

Now let's see, after all those polysyllabic words, just what, according to Dr. Math-
ews, is prayer? It is not "onlv thinking"; in other words, it doesn't begin and end
in one's own mind. It is not "brying to persuade an angry Gods" ¥o, it is, simply
stated, personal communication with the activity of the cosmos.

Are we right to say this, that to obtair the strengbth and direction of prayer, a man
ought to make signs to an earthquake or thunderstorm, or talk to a turbulent sea?

The mildest of centlemen grows impatient if he talks five minubes over the telephone,
unless there be an intelligence functioning at the other end of the wire, But what
of talking indefinitely longer to the "activity of the cosmos?" Strong houses with
barred exits, sometimes called asylums, confine queer ladies and gentlemen who ser-
iously talk to the stars. Is conversabtion with cosmic activity a far different ac-
tivity?

No, Doctor Mathews, it is simply a waste of time to pray unless there be a real, per-
sonal God to pray to. Cosmic activity doesn't understand mental communication and

it wouldn't care about anybody clsels difficulties even if it did understand. Other-
wise it would be a person.

But therets an old-{ashioned kind of prayer that, for thousands of vears, has really
brought strength and direection. It can be deflncd as "the referrine of a life to the
zood God." The most direct form of this prayer is to turn thou ht or speech to God,
in which case it is either mental or vocal, An indircet form is to live and to work
for God,

And there are very many sonsible thin-s that a man can talk about to the persenal
God. There is the oxcollence of God Himself, as it is manifested in all the wonders
and beautics of crestion. To acknowledge and honor that excellence is the hirhust
form of prayer. Since everything pgood comes from God, it is rcally fraudulent if
man doegsn't thank God. Since moan sometvimes balks against what he kaows “od wants
him to do, it is well if, in his betbtor momunts, he oxpresses sorrow and the doterme
ination to work morc of edientlv in the fubure. Lund since there is sueh an abundance
of thin s that man needs and wants, why i% is only natural that he ask the pood God
for help in obbtainin: ‘them,

Is thle kind of prayer satisfactory to roul seientists? VWell, Viaomann and Copornicus

und Volta and Ampers and Pastour and Sehwann and Bernard and Stenson and Lacnnoe were
reputable scivntists who didr't sce the necessity of bullding a bridpe that louds away
from it. In fact, they froquontly en aped, wit” profit, in just +his kind of nraver.
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