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"Dear F a t h e r ------------------------- ; We c o u ld n 't  have (Johnny) home fo r  t h i s  E a s te r ,  Fath­
e r ,  and both h is  f a th e r  and I  a re  w orried  and I d o n 't  know anybody to  go to  about i t  
bu t you. I fe e l  sure you w i l l  t a l k  t o  (John). Something has gone wrong w ith  th a t  
boy, F a th e r . I j u s t  now got through read ing  a a in  the  l i s t  sen t out by one of your 
o f f ic e s  out the re  saying th a t  he i s  f a i l i n g  in  th re e  s tu d ie s .  How can th a t  be? That 
boy o f ours is  maybe not b r i l l i a n t ,  F a th e r , bu t he i s n ' t  ig n o ran t e i th e r .  His high 
school teachers  to ld  me t h a t  he has enough b ra in s .

"F a ther, w i l l  you f in d  out i f  he i s  going to  Holy Communion as he s ta r te d  to  every 
day? The reason 1 ask is  t h i s ,  he keeps w r i t in g  us fo r  spending money and he knows 
how th in g s  are  here a t  home. He used to  be so considera te  t h a t  way. We j u s t  have 
to  scrape every d o l la r  to g e th e r  t o  keep him th e re  a t  school w ithou t g iv ing  him the  
spending money th a t  he keeps asking f o r .  I 'm  sure th a t  something has come over him, 
but i f  he i s  going to  Holy Communion o ften  i t  w i l l  re l ie v e  my mind because then  he 
c a n ' t  be so bad.

"You never met Mr. ---------------------, but I  d o n 't  th in k  th e re  i s  a man a l iv e  today who
works harder fo r  h is  family than  my husband. F a th e r , he seems to  bank h is  whole 
l i f e  on (John). I  guess both of us do. Do you th in k  (John) i s  d r in k in g , Father? Do 
you know i f  ho has picked up w ith  any g i r l  th e re  in  South Bend? I f  th a t  boy d isap ­
p o in ts  us and comes home here  a d isg race  i t  w i l l  be the end o f us bo th . God fo rg ive
me fo r  saying i t .  P lease w r i te  when you can and give me your opinion about (John )."

Motes on "Johnny"; (a) I f  he i s n ' t  th e  l a z i e s t  s tuden t on the  camous, a t  l e a s t  one
of h is  b e s t  f r ien d s  i s .  "John" i s  capable of a constan t 90 average, accord ing  to
n e a r ly  a l l  of h is  p ro fe s so rs ,  (b) He i s  very  ra re ly  seen a t  th e  Communion r a i l  any 
more. In  h is  freshman y ear he was a freq u en t communicant, (c) He has never been 
discovered, under th e  in fluence  of l iq u o r .  Nothing is  known about the  g i r l ,  i f  any.
(d ) But” "’John" i s  in  the  sophomoric fog of smugness and s tu p id i ty .  He noses as a 
campus wise guy; hard  study or r e l ig io n  is  fo r  the drudge, (e) I t  w i l l  take  him a 
l i f e - t im e  to  raako r e s t i t u t i o n  to  h is  f a th e r  and mother fo r  the- l a s t  s ix  months. 
ho knows i t .

How can th ese  f a c ts  be made bearab le  to  such a mother as "John 's?"

That Q uestion!

"How w ell fixed  f in a n c ia l ly  i s  Metro Dame?" One fe llow  proposed th a t  q u estio n  to  bo 
answered "boldly" in  the  B u l le t in .  Boldly comes the  answer—vorv poorly i s  Metro 
Dame fix ed  f in a n c ia l ly .  In f a c t ,  i f  i t  w e ren 't  fo r  the  f lesh -an d -b lo o d  endowment 
co n tr ib u ted  since Father S o r in ’s time by c e r ta in  p r ie s t s  and b ro th e rs  of th e  Congre­
ga tion  of Holy Cross; i f  i t  w eren 't  f o r  the  s e l f - s a c r i f i c in g  lo y a lty  of many a lay 
f a c u l ty  member, in  years gone by, and today , Notre Damo w ou ldn 't e x i s t .  Ah, you say, 
look a t  the large number of sp lendid  c la s s  and dormitory b u i ld in  s . Look a t  the  d in­
ing h a l lo  and th e  huge stadium . Look a t  the  b e a u t i fu l  campus and the g o lf  course 
and every th ing . Look, look.

I f  Notre Dame i s  to  hold a p lace  among the g roa t u n iv e r s i t i e s  o? thy coun try , y  u 
follow s have to  g iv e , or go out and g o t ,  h e r  somo endowment. I f  you d o n 't  know a- 
bout the cost of running a la rgo  ed u ca tio n a l i n s t i t u t i o n ,  co n sid e r those f a c t s : Har­
vard has more than $188,000,000 in  endowments; Yalo has $95,000,000, Columbia C ), 
000,000, U n iv ers ity  of Chicago $50,000,000, Rochester $69,00.),C,00, e t c . ,  e t c .  "oI -e 
Damo has no t ono m il l io n ,  and never has had. T h a t 's  the  answ .r, o sp o o ia llv  to  you 
o p t im is t ic  sen io rs  who expect to  boss a bubbling o i l  f i e ld  w ith in  the noxt s ix  months. 
PRAYERS; T d o co eso d )  two f r ie n d s  o f Matt Morkol (Brownson); fn th e r  of Harry Marr ( i t .  
E d ' s ) .  I l l ,  Mr. Flanagan, frlond  of V,m. and JOo MolJally (Alumni); u n d o  of John 
Jaxth-im or (Brownson); f r io n d  of Paul Doyle (Vfalsh); Vince D e O frse y 's  g ro a t-u n o le ,


