
Mass Thursday o f S&l&t U niversity  of Notre Dame May dovotions ton igh t—7 &
S ta n is la u s, p&go @10# R eligious Bui l e t  in 7; 30. Pr. Oarro 111, edl tor
Dece&seel: Rt, Rev# Mon- m y  6 , 1936. Ave Maria, wi 11 preaoh#
s ignor  M.H* May, Norwich, Conn#

A Plea For The D 1scip lines.
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President Robert Hutchins o f the U biversity of Chicago recen tly  decl&red in a, lecture  
at Yale that modern u n lv e r s it ie s , in  search of "c lear  and d is t in c t  id e a s ," %iigbt do 
we 11 to  revive the mediova 1 15chooImen' s t  rivium o f rh eto r ic , grammar, and lo g i c .

Congratu la t i  on s to  Dr. Hutchins! lie won Id have th i s  ^puiule s s ," new-fan gled brand of 
pedagogy fin d  i t s  way to  an e x i t ,  y e s? Many extra- or supra-0 0 110 gi&te into 1 leotua 1 s 
w i l l  applaud h is  p ersp ica c ity . Listen to  th is  amusing and hi^hly s ig n if ica n t ed itori- 
a l  from the New York Sun for  Friday, A pril

*i%.hen "titie pre s i  dent o f the Unlversi ty  of Chicago us e s the word * degen­
erate * to des(3ribe current methods of teaching Snglish  gruimmr the old- 
timers among us s i t  up and take n otice  * #. His are words an old-tim er may 
joyously r o ll  over the tongue:

'One must know how to  read books# The degeneracy of in ­
stru ction  iii English grammar should not b lind us to  the  
f a c t  t h a t  only through grammatical study can bocks be un­
derstood. Grammar d i s c ip l in e s  the  mind and develops the  
lo g ic a l faculty* I t  i s  good in i t s e l f  and as an aid to  
reading the (3 las s i  o s . Por those who are going to learn, 
from books le a rn in g  the  a r t  of reading would seem to  be 
in d isp en sa b le# 1

" The u t te ra n c e  of a Tory, of course* But Dr, Hutchins is even more 
Toryish than th a t*  He dares to  sneer a t  ’what i s  c a l le d  se lf -o x p ro s -  
sion* * S e lf -ex p ress io n  as here understood i s ,  ho says ,  ’the exact r e ­
verse  of the  d i s c ip l in e  which rh e to r ic  in  a l l  ages up to  the p resen t  
was used to  g iv e *1 Fancy anybody nowadays ta lk in g  as i f  d i s c ip l in e  
and logic  and hard-headed in s t ru c t io n  in  grammar and rh e to r ic  wore more 
u sefu l  in  school than  encouraging se lf-oxp ross ion  amon; persons who 
haven *t much so I f  to  exp res s and not much exp ros sion  with whi ch t  o cx- 
pre s s i t  aigrway! I t  le  enough to  mako tho who lo  ool 1c r: of pedagogues 
tromblo w ith r&go 1
" I f  the col leg e  throws Dr # Hutchins out, however, th e guild o f educated 
old fo ss  11 s wi 11 bo glad to  take him in* Those who know how to  parso, 
how to  idontl fy  an idiom when they mo at i t  in  tho road, who wa 1 k in com­
fo r t in  the subj unctivc mood, who t  road with sure fo o t tho pathway whi ch 
winds through tho sequence o f tons o s , who know what ought to  agrc c with  
what in  gender, porson and n^ibur, who can shoot gerundives on the wing 
and drag the fu r tiv e  gen itive  from i t s  l a i r , w il 1 g lad ly  hai 1 him as a
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man and a b ro th e r .  Them, too ,  those  a r t  t im es when a l l  good grammatical 
Tories should stand togeth er. I f  thoy can got formal grammar back in to  
tho curriculum , thoy may oven succeed in b r ing ing  lo g ic  homo from i t s  
place of cx ilo .1”

Logic home from i t s  p lace of e x i l e - - n o t  bad2

Novi ■ Booklets .

Fa ther  Hoe1lo r  of H artfo rd ,  Wisconsin, has generously sen t you 100 copies of a now 
book le t containing prayers and d ovofou  for each 2ay of tho 1 iOi+b of May. You w il l  
f in d  a simply of those  booklets a t  tac r o t to  and a t  tho p r io H au s  before the A l ta r  
of Exposition in  the  church. Make n. < of thorn in  t . aiso two p laces, then leave them 
for  sl;n lento to  fo llo w . I f  you wish to  koop one of tho booklets for your personal 
u se ,  c a l l  a t  the P re fe c t  o f R e l ig io n 's  o f f i c e .  And, to Father t o o l lo r ,  hearty thanks 1
pVaYKdl! (deooasod) Miss Anna Joyce, Brooklyn, H.Y.j th ird anniversary of mother of
I).vi Boyle (Lyons), 111, r e l a t i v e  of H ivtor M. Evangelista? Mrs. C. F. Du '..'an, Port 
viaynoj b ro th e r  of Father Wiraxickj floor gu Morris (Badin). Two sp ec ia l  in te n t io n s .


