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A Plea For The Disciplines.

President Robert Hutchins of the University of Chicago recentlv declared in a lecture
at Yale that modern universities, in search of "clear and distincet ideus," might do
well to revive the medieval schooluen's trivium of rhetorie, jrammar, and logic.

Congratulations to Dr. Hubchins! He would have this “painless," new-fangled brand of
pedagozy find its way to an exit, ves? Manv cxtra- or supra-collegiate intellectuals
will applauvd his perspicacitys. Listen Lo this amusing and hir~hly significant editori-
al from the New York Sun for Friday, April 24:
".hen the president of the University of Chicago uses the word 'degen-
grate! to describe current mothods of teaching English grammar the old-
timers among us sit up and take notice...lis are words an old=-timer may
Joyously roll over the toniue: |
'"One must know how to read books. The degeneracy of in-
struction in Enslish grammar should not blind us Lo the
fact that only through grommatical studv can bocks be un-
derstood. GCrammar disciplines the mind and devclops the
logical faculty. It is good in itsell and as an aid bo
reading the classics, For those who sre going to learn
from books lusarning the art of reading would ssem to be
indispensable,!
"The utterance of o Tory, of course., But Dr. Hubtehins is even more
Toryish than that. He dares to sneor at 'what is callcd self-expres-
sione! Self-expression as here understood is, he says, 'the exact re-
vorse of the discipline whieh rhotorie in all ages up to the present
was used to give.! TFaney anybody nowadays talking as if diseipline
snd loglec and hard-headed instruction in groammar and rhetoric were more
uwseful in school than encouragine self-oxpression amon: psrsons who
haven't much self to express and not much expression with which to cx-
press it anyway! 't is enough to make the whole colloszs of vodagogues
tremble with rago.
"If the college throws Dr. Futchins ous, howsvsr, the guild of cducated
old fossils will bo glad bto bake him ine. Those who kaow how to parse,
how to identify sn idiom when thoy mest it in the road, who walk in com-
fort in the subjunctive mood, who tread with surc feot the pathway which
winds through the scquence of tousces, who know what ought to agrce with
what in gonder, person and nambour, who can shoot gerundivss on the wing
and drag the furtive genitive from its lair, will zladly hail him as o
men ond a brother. Thon, too, those are timos when all good grommatical
Torivs shonuld stund togetheors If they can got formal grammar back into
the curriculum, they may oven succcsd in bringing logie home from itg
nlace of cxilel"

Logic home from its place of exile--not badl

New Lay Booklehs.

Patlier Hoeller of Wartford, Wiscousis, hag geroronsly cent you 100 coples of o new
booklet containing prayers and devobions for each luy of the moith of May. You will
find a smply of these hoollets at the “roftho and at the priediaus before the Altar
of Lxnosition in the ohurch, IMake use of thom in toece two places, then leave Shen
for shnionts bo follow., IFf you wish to koep one of the bookluts for your perso.al
use, oall at the Prefect of Ruligionts offices And, to Pather fHoeller, heerty thanlsd
FanYido: (deeoasud) Miss Anaa Joyee, Rrooktlys, W.¥.; third anniversury of mother of
Dati Bovle (Twong)s 111, relative of OSictor U, Bvangelistuy dro. Co Ve Du tian, Fort
haynes brother of Father Winnicek; finorec iorris (Balin). Two spneinl intenbions.




