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Origin of The Rosary,

The rosary as an instrument for counting orayers is not peculiar to Christians. The
Mohammedans, for example, have a boad~string, upon which they ecount devotional pro-
nouncements of the name Allah., All over Japan, St. Francis Xavier learncd to his a-
mazement, Buddhists had rosaries which they used at prayer. And even in ancient Nin-
cveh the use of the rosary was not unknown: a piece of sculpture shows two winged
females standing in an attitude of prayer holding a rosary in the right hand.

Among Christians, long before the advent of the Ave Haria, a rosary was used to count
Pater Nosters. The practice seems to have developed in the monasteries. When a mem-
ber of a monastery died, every priest-mermder had to sing two Massus, every non=-priest
had to say fifty psalms or repsat fifty times the Patcr Woster. These wore the suf-
Trages.

centuries a helpful means of counting Pater Nosters.

Pebbles, berries, or discs of bone, threzded on a string, became in the 1llth and 12th

About the middle of the 12th century the Hail Mary came into use as a salubation, 1t
seems, rather than as a prayer. And just as today we measure the honor of salutations
by the number of salutes fired, so they messured the honor they paid to the Blessed
Virgin by the number of salubations that they addressed to her.

Imitating the practice of saying 50 psalus, established by the educated members of

the monasteries, the more simple said their Ave lMarias in groans of 50, The organiza-~
tion of Hail Marys into groups of tens sesms, from historical evidence, to have start-
ed about the year 1200, A text of that date directs a little group of women in Eng-
land to say 50 Aves in sets of *en with rrostrations and other marks of reverence.

The practice of meditation on certain mysteries of the Redemption (which is the es-
sence of the rosary) is attributed to Dominie the Frussian, a Carthusian.

To the sons of St. Dominic belongs the credit of popularizing the reeitation of the
Rosary and of establishing the Rosary confraternities throughout the world.

Indulgenced Aspirations to liary.

Devout, ejaculatory prayer is a quick, practical way of maintaining friendship with
God. Within a few minutes you ecan learn one or all of the following ejaculations to
Our Lady. You cen let church or class tells remind you to say them frequently throurkh-
out the day. And by the end of lia vou will have formed a most valuable habit:

"Mayi" (25 days indulgence, every sime); The Hail Mary, 500 days if said
on a rosary enriched with the Cresicr indul-ences-~all roscries at the
pamphlet rack are blessed witd these Crosier indulzences; "Our Lady of
the Most Rlessed Sacrament, prav “sr us!" (320 days if sald bofore the
Blissed Sacramont exposed); "Our lady of pood studics, pray for usl'

(300 days, onece a day).

"o Virgin Mary, our Lady of tho ifent Blossed Sacrament, glory of thoe

Christian poorle, Jjov of the univeorsal Churek, salvabion of the world;

proav for us, and awaken in all tho fadthf 1l devobion to the Foly lwucha-

rist, in order that they may render themselves worthy to ruevive T

dailv." (800 davs, overy time.); "slessed bu the holy and Immaculate

Conesntion of the Most 3lussed Virgin Mary, Uothor of God," (800 duys,

every timo. )
NOTE: an indulgence of 300 duys means thet by sueh an indulgence wo cancel as much
punishment as woe could have cascelloed in the early duys of the Church hy porforming
300 days of sovore perance.
PRATERGt fivy speoinl intontions.
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