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Wise Man From The West.,

A Wise Man came in from a neighboring State recently--a Wise Man who confessed proud-
ly that he 1s an atheist, broad-minded and friendly even to narrow Catholics, But he
was troubled.

Why do seemingly intelligent Catholics keep insisting upon the existence of an old-
fashioned God? No one, to his knowledge at least, has ever seen God or heard God
talk. Why then insist that He exists? Isntt this business of a God a Santa Claus
story told to make ignorant people think thev must be good?

Jid the Wise Man have a watch? Yes, yes, he did. Would he take a good look at the
works of his watch? Would he agree that his watch is made up of many different
springs and sprockets and parts put together in such a way that they keep time?

Yes, of course.

As he looked at the intricate arrangement of the parts, could he help but think that
an intelligent being had designed the watch?

A moment's hesitation. He couldn't. Certainly that watch had been made by thp manip=-
ulations, direct or indirect, of some skillful man!

Ah hal! Did he know too that the human body is a machine much more intricate than =
watch? Did he know that the heart works and the lungs pump and the stomach functions
in order to keep life in a human being? He knew.

As he thought of the intricate and orderly arrangement of the parts of the human body,
could he help but conclude that some intelligent being had so fashioned it; did it
not speak of a designer much more invelligent than that of a watch?

Many mwmﬁnﬁs of hesitation. It certainly didl

And who could be that Intelligent Dosigner? A human father or mother? Ho, no, neith-
er of them even knows what the machinery of the human hody is all about.

Ah, he caught himself, you're using that old-fashioned argument from order! There is
dlwmrdar as well as order to be observed! TYou cun't argue from order!

No? If you saw a spring tangled up in the machinery of the watch, would you be any
more inclined to revise your initial conclusion that the wateh had beon made by an
intelligent maker? No, he wouldn't.

So=0=0~0~0! The Wise Man needed time and more thomght. Ho would «o home to thoe Vest
and come bhack another day.

This Wise Man is not a fietitious verson. FHe actually came in from the Vest. He ar-
tually prided himsolf that he had rroceeded intelligently to atheism. e would just
pot a peup at what those superstitious Catholics could say. o had procended most
intellimently and seimtifically, bub he could nolt sct dowm or a slip of paper the

simplest, traditional argumunt that provos the existonce of fod. 3. Thomas he had
hourd about., Pub 9t. Themas nullilies his proccss by mixing revelation with reason,
a profcassor had saidl

You will meet many such wise mon, from Viest and dast, and NHorth and South, Arec yon
raudy for thoem?

PRAVERST 111, wole of Jack MoGurl (4lum.); mothor of Phil (ierr.) and Bill (hal.)
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