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Dear Boy:

Your mother and I have just come home after a prebty dreary evening at the
Johnsons', It's nearly midnight, and mother is already asleep (or pratends to be),
but I Jjust can't turn in wntil I'Wrxte voue Harold Johnson, in case you don't know
1t alread:, has besn sent home dy the University after having been there less than a
week. I wish yvou could have bsen with us tonight. Yocu know how hard Mr,., Johnso. can
be and how proud Mrs. Jolmson has always been of Harold. Tonight she acted like some-
one whe had heen caught ina shameful corime. Mr., Johnson blames it all on her, of
course, and neither of them can figure out how they will explain it to their friends.
After Harold got home his father and he :ad a dig row and Harold went off in a huff
and said he would never coms hackes But he'll be around for breakfast, of course.

lother and I didn't stay long tonight at the Johnsons', and on the way home
we hardly spoke to each other. Both QL us were thinking about the same thing, and
you Imow what it is. Listen, Son, you and Harold ran around a lot together this sum-
mer. I always thought he was a good boy, and although I don't know vhat thic sorape
is all aboub, I still think he is nobt really bad. But he is thoughtliess end wants to
do &8 he plesses, and he just can't think of being anything but a "biy shot” out with
the boys. His parents never made him work or carry any responsibility, and he thinks
life is all a big song and dance. | w

Tonight I couldn't help but realize that wetve treated you pretiy much the
same, Things have come easy for you, but for the lLord's sake, don't get it into your
head that they always have come ensy for your mother and me. I'm not a bit nervous
sbout you when you're here at home in the family., 1 feel albogether able to take
care of you, But you're easily influenced and you're afraid to have your friends
think that you wouldn't dare take a chance, Just sit down and figurs it out for your-
self, HGW"manv of Harold's friends came home with him to essc things up for his fath~
cr and mother and himself? How many of them care a snap whether Harold ever gets an-
othotr chance? I don't think that Mr. Jolmson will ever send him back to schooly in
fact, tonight he said that he was re&lly going to crack down on Harold.

Boys are never the same when thoy got together in a big group, and that's
why those rules at Fotre Dame about driniing sad being in by 12 are good rulss. I'nm
surec it wust be the sume with any other rules they have theres I don't wunt any ali-
bis from you. I expect you to keop thosc rules and I want you to realize jusi what
wor:ld haopen if you ever were sont homee I want you to dig in and study hurd thero
ot schools Tou're not thoere for fresh air and friendship. I work c¢isht hours a day
end I'm no loager on the sunny side of life. It won't hurt you a bit to do the same.
Itts all ripht t@ have a good time, but sce that it roally is a gco“ £imo .

One more thing, Sons If I wersc you, I1'd choose for myself 2 pricst that I
conld go to from time to time in a confidasntial way. When anybhing «b oll important
puzzles you, talk it over with him. In that way, he can aet like a lind of Daddy to-
woards you. '

You nu&d somothing in your last lebter about Joe and Julaine drivios your
tre  I've told them to keep thoir hands of?, so don't worry. Mothour and I and the
it send you our loves Write whon you cun.

Your loving fathor,

ThThie: (deecnsed)  Sisber Ot. Apatha (Cwblin): fricnd of FPathor Ryan, 0.5.C.; Mrs.
Willium Chureh, relative of Co G. Maodougnld (Jts ®Bdvs.)s. I11, father of fAurclius
Rizzl (Badind; Viebor Teigeini, friond of A. DiPricnza (Foward).




