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By Arnold Lunm.

Juestion XVIII, A Galilean Jew who proved himself to be God by rising from the dead?
Nothing less than ccercive evidence could establish so tremendous a claim.
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inswer, I the Resurrection were the only recorded evample in the history of a miracle
it would bs diffienlt to accept the evidencs, though strong, as conclusive., Bubt this
s not the case, The Resurrection is not a unique miracle, It is only a particularly
impressive example of the modification by Supernatural Agency of ths normal effects of
Matural Law, In our time miracles have witnessed at Lourdes which have resisted the
most exacting inquiry. The evidencs for miracles (evidence to which every age and
svery racc contributes its quota) is cumulative and overwhelming.
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 Tow if Resurrections were as common as meteors, and --like meteors--accepted as scien-
tifically demonstrated, no skeptic would deny that Jesus rose from the dead. Fverv
aritic who was pre-ared to concede the premise "Resurrections oceasinrally occur”
would admit that the evidence for this particular Resurrection is overwhelming. It is
clear then that the denial of the Reuurrection proceeds not from a reasoned refutation
of the evidence, but from the convietion that no evidence, horrever strong, suffices to
zstablish so improbable o conelusion, It is, of course, hopeless to srgue with people
wrose pious faith in the great dogma "™Miracles don't occur' is immune to the erosion
of facts.,

The Christian claims that the Christian hypothesis fits §£$,ﬁhﬁ facts and is alweys
more reasonable and more pleusible than the anti-Christizn hypothesis. Our explunatim
solves the mystery of the Empty Tomb. No other explanation is even plausible. Our
sxplanation solves the psycholorical mystery of the transformation of cowardly and
boroken men into the flaming apostles of a new creed, Our theory that the Supernatural
sometimes intervenes snd modifies the normal effects of FNatural Law explains every
wiracle whereas the skeptic has to invent a whole series of hypotheses to cover dif-
farent cases, fraud, halluéination, insccurate observation, ete, Surely we can apply
the principle of Oceam's razor, Entia non sunt multiolicanda sine ratione, for explana-
 tions should not be multiplied needlessily.

Yow the Christlan hypothesis explains not only all miracles but also all those other
shenomene of the Christian religion which confirm and strengthen our belief in the
 Fesurrection, For our faith in the Resurrection rests not only on the contempordry

- zvidence Put on the experiences of Christian men in all ages. Men have turned %o
Skrist for relp, and have found in Christ a power which has the fierce force of pas-
zion. Pezrmanent and ralical reovolutions of character have been effected undar the
Cinfluenee of great revival movements, Within the Christian culture saints have flour-
ished, -saints who by the testimony of a great Jewish philosopher, Zergson, differ radi-
ically in their dynemic power from the good men produced hy othsr religions,

| The evidence for Christianity in genoral end the Resurreetion in particular is n com-
plex of many factors 2ll of whieh point to the same conolusion., It is arpuahls that
she historicsnl evidenes for the Resurreehion would jusht fail, if unsupnorted [just as
=he evidenss of reliplons experience would fail, if smaapported by hisboriesl wvilones)
-0 wobabliszh our sublime conclusion. But the combinel offocts of nll those converging
srpumonts i all bub eocreive,

Juestion ZI¥, Why 'all bub coereive!? Why chouldn't the eovidene: b2 covrcivas? IF
ittg ng lmoorbtant ns w1l that for all men tn he Chriastisng, why locant't God work n
roallr Plrst elass miracle in the prescence of millions of witnosaes? Tf the fariinsl
srebblstop of Now York were to romove tho Stoatue of Livw rty to Chisspo in suwnort of
ris elaims, T'4d Join thoe Cotholie Church tomorrow anl so wonld »vorvboly else,
CTHAT ot LAeconsed) grandfathior of Frank Guindon (Freshors heve Junoe Mellanus, C.0.C.
T1L, munt of %om wuinlsand (Dill.); Dale Pillers, '36, friend of lott Sheoley, (korr.);
Hiel Lwist r (liows); Sre Mary Pyasinthis, sister of B,U. Kesting, '2h3 fether of hiss
Cheppard (Seeretnryts offiee)s Rev, James 1. Drought, New Yerk, N,v., 1 spec. irt,




