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Cant No# 5; That th e  Church in  Spain was responsible fo r th e  alleged i l l i t e r a c y  of
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the Spanish people,

On the con trary , th e  Church supplemented the education given by the State* Mr* H,
P. Friend w rite s  as follows in  The Tablet fo r October 10, 19361

**I do not re fe r  to  the  en te rp rise s  organised and held by the Clergy or Religious
Orders, Thousands of schools fo r  poor ch ild ren  were kept up by Religious Com- 
m unities, schools which were f a r  b e tte r  than those which the Government main-, 
tained# '""any Catholic Guilds had n igh t c la sse s  fo r workmen* The Salesian  and 
Je su it  F a th ers , as w ell as the  Brothers of C h ris tian  D octrine, had very good 
tech n ica l in s t i tu t io n s ,  where young workmen could be tra in e d  fre e  in  e le c t r ic i ty ,  
mechanics, e tc .  We may name in  Madrid the schools of Atocha, Areneros and 
H arav llla^ . As to  ch a ritab le  in s t i tu t io n s  we could s y  a  g reat d ea l, but per-, 
haps we could mention the *Patronato de Fnfermos* (Patronage fo r  the S ick), 
run by women under re lig io u s  vows, who Ve^p a medical s ta f f  fo r the sick  poor, 
and are obliged by th  %i r  regu la tions to  carry  iv re d ia te  assis tan ce  to  anyone 
in need of medicine, food, e tc , Besides th is ,  they m aintain pour ch ild ren , 
feed hundreds of the poor, and devote themselves e n tire ly  to  aposto lic  work 
among a l l  who are  in  need*

fIAmongst the higher c la sses  the  Church worked to o . She taught a t her public 
schools, held by Religious Orders, bu t contrary  to  what is  believed , p riva te  
teaching is  so con tro lled  by the  S ta te  th a t  i t s  programmes have to  be followed 
exactly and the  examination had to  be made before the S ta te  O ff ic ia ls , so th a t  
t b a teaching was submitted to  the  very bad S ta te  curriculum* I f  the Church was 
so 1 powerful1 would she not have changed tha t?  I t  would have done a g reat deal 
of good fo r the ed a t  ion of Spanish youth, as a b e tte r  curriculum  would have 
been established* We have very good examples of how th e  O rders, when not con* 
tro lle d  by th e  S ta te , gave excellen t teaching* The Je su its  had in  Madrid the 
'T .C .A .I.,*  standing fo r  Catholic In s t i tu te  of i-rts and Industry , where e le c 
t r i c a l  and mechanical engineers were tra in e d . They followed th e i r  own pro
grammes, and so the S ta te  did not o f f ic ia l ly  recognise them. Their engineers 
(I hold the o f f ic ia l  t i t l e  of C iv il Engineer from the S tate  and am responsib le 
fo r what I say) were tra in ed  m agnificently and were much sought a f te r  by p r i 
vate firm s * The Deusto U niversity  a t Bilbao fo r  Commercial and Economic 1 
tra in in g , and the Chemistry I n s t i tu te  a t  Barcelona, were equally adm irable. ,f

Three Special Requests*
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(1) Father Ja^-ea McManus, C.3.C*, p ro fesso r-rec to r of another day a t  Nntro 'bme was 
buried from the main church la s t  Tuesday morning* Hi mor t s  many remembr^ c^s in  
your Masses and Holy Communions.

( 2 )  Zealous and s a in tly  ""a th er Drought fwho has had more to  ô w ith the founding 
and growth of Maryknoll than any other liv in g  man) li*;s -analysed in  a Hew York 
h o sp ita l. He and nine companions f e l l  some weeks ago in  an airp lane d isa s te r  in  
t i c  Far East* A ll nine com* anions were k illed*  Father wrought (p a r tic u la r  f r i  mi 
of Uotro Dame) was brought back by boat to  Hew York. Ho deserves s p ir i tu a l  help 
th a t ,  having boon saved m iraculously from death, he may regain  h is  streng th  to  
carry  on fo r Maryknoll*

(3) Dick Swisher (Howard) is  again su ffering  considerably pain , month ago, you 
womember, he had both legs broken in  ; accident on the N iles Road, He w ill  be 
glad to  know th e t  you have him in  yo^r roly Communions *very morning*

deceased) ^eprge B, Kelley *10; Sister Mary hyaclnthis. I l l ,  father 
of Rev. Charles Corcoran, C.8.C.; father of Joe Thesing (Brownson); John Ward (How). 
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