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What About Thls Third Order?
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Last Spring, quietly in the Log Chapel, n small group of St. Mary's and Notre Dame
students were reeeived info the Third Order of Saint Francis, There had been before
that event, and there has been since, no puhlieity, The impetus came from the
candidates themselves, As the months run by, more and more students are becoming
interested in the Third Order, ‘

What is it? What is itoc purpose? That kind of peoople belong to it? What are the
advantages to be derived from joining? What are the obligatinns?

Ste Francis of Assisi founded three orders-«the first for priests; ihe second for
nuns; the third for mien and women, married and single, who, thouzh oceupied in trades
and professions in the world, want to live a more perfect Catholic life, The Third
Order is a religious order, It offers to lay men and women a clear definition of
what constitutes their spiritual perfection, It provides certain ideals, aids and
advantages that direct and assist memhers toward the perfection of their state in
1life,

Altogether, there are at present approximately 90,000 "tertiaries" (members of the
Third Order) in the United States, %he local group already ocousists of 20 members--
five St. Fary's girls, and 15 NHotre Dame men, Among the great characters of history,
Dente eni Christopher Columbus, Raphael and Michael Angelo, St. Thomas More and
Frederick Ozanam, Daniel 0'Comnell and Terence McSweeney, Francis Thompson and Matt
Talbot have heen members of the Third Order,

What Thave the Popes of modern times thought of the Third Order especially for young
men and women? Of the last five Popes at least, all withoubt exception have enthus-
iasticelly encouraged the sprend of the Third Order, Onoe a group of young men end
women visited the great Pope Leo XIIT and asked him what he congidered'mest urgent
that they should do. Quickly he sent them to Assisi to be enrolled in the Third
Order of St. Francis,

The Third Order does not exclude a normal Catholie lay life; in faoct, that is exactly
what it fosbers, It does not cxelude membership in any other Catholic society such
as the ¥, of C.'s, or St, Vinecent de Paul, or the Holy Nzmes in facﬁ, it encourages
tertiaries to join in the work of such orwanxyﬁtlana.

The Thirl Order presants a systen of life by'which the Gospel teashings ean Hhe prac-
tised more intellirently and effectively by laymen, Members are urged to offer Mass
and Holy Communion every doy; the rule requires, however, Mess and Holy Communion only
once A nonth, The Third Order 0ffiee, consisting of 12 Paters, Aves, and Clorias is
to be recited daily by members., ‘there is one meeting every month that members are
wrred to attend even at some sacrifice. TFach tertiary always wears his habite-a browm
seapular, and the white Franoisenn corde-under his ordinery elotking. Members havs
the privilege of being buried in the full outer habit of the Order. Upon being ro-
eaiverd, a novice tekes some relipgious nare of his owm cholce, Usually male oandidates
take ths middle nare "Francis"; female candidates, the name "Cleore," No rule of %%e
Order is “inding in conscience, By failing to follow eny of the preseriptions of fre
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TaTh Fou Bhm Ty Forfelt The spiritusl benefits attached to observance,

At the reguoest of the loenl tertisrics a petition hes heen sent to Most Keverend

Bistop Holl agking his permission for the canonical ereetimm of a Third Order unit

rere ot Hotre Dame., It is hoped that the formul ereetion of the unlt may take place
early in Holy Week, If you are inturestel anl wand further information, consnlt the
Frefaet of Religion,

WETTT (lecenssl) unele of John Baltos (Dill,).  I11, cousin of Ldwir J, Sehneiler,
“eBey Pather of John hoonigshoff (ly.); irandmother of John Gordon (Cava); :obert
Sehmity (Lyv,), appoudectonys friend of a student, One spooiarl intention,



