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"Rammed Down Our Ikroats."

"A person shonld be absolutely free in
his 4dealings with God., That's one rela-
tionship in whieh discipline is not to
enter, There'd he more fellows who'd
get up and go to morning and night
prayer and to Benediction if they were-
ntt compelled to do so," ‘
That's the way one sophomore looks at it
--g sophomore who, in spite of a good
start on Ash Vednesday, has suffered o
severe atback of vacationitis ever since
vgshington!s birthdaey,

That sophomore has mich to learn about
himself~-=~and ahout human nature in gen-
ergle-iff he really thinks young men do
much better left enbirely on their own,

Discipline, which minimizes laziness and
sloppy thinking and self-indulgence on
the fouthall field, is o.k,; it mekes a
botter team. Discipline in the class-
roor is o.k., tooy; it helps make keener
students,

Bub discipline becomes unsacred, sacri-
lerions, when employed apeinst a stu-
dent's woalnesses, to help him know,
love, and gerve his God more fittingly.
There's a hit of sophomore logic for you.

Religion itself is, on the contrary, pre-
nisely 2 discipline, a divine discipline
which malres, not just any kind of follow-
ers, hut disciples, children of a discie
plinre.

Get this elearly: divine doctrines are
not submitted to the frec choice of men;
but "He who belisves shall be szaved; he
who bslieves nst ghall be condemned,”

The commandments of God and of the Church
nre not timidly suggested as possible
nnrme of morelity. They ore "Thou shalts™
and “"Thou shalt nots" pronounoced with
divine sisdom amidst the thunders of an
eternnl sanction,

Shrict diseipline is imposed hy the Church
apon all Catholins, o0ld and young: they
st sttend Mage on Sundoys and holydeys;
wrey are to fash and absbnin on appointod

Aays; they must confess thelir sins at
least once a yesar, and receive Holy Come
munion at Eagter~time, These are minimum
requirements, urged under pain of mortal
S1N. 4

Diseipline is salutary, too, in the con-
duet of mature men and women who heroically
give their lives to God in the relipious
state., Look to the rules governing reli-
gious orders and congregations and socie-
ties, Look to the disaipline imposed by
the Church uporn secular priests.

Boys who insist wpon "doing as thev please”
sbout their deties to CGod =re ignorant of
human neture and they miss the whole point

of a iivine religion,

Protestantism it is true, introduced the
principle of private interoretation, of
private observence, of pick-snd-choose,

of dow-aseyou-plesse, BMubt we sre Catholies.
And Gatholics stend, first of all, for
obedisnce to Co? and to his lawful repre-
aentastives,

Nobody is forcei to the heroie by the
Chureh; nobody is forced ™y the University
to de the heroic, The chisf and ultimate
purrose of MNotre Dame is to help you save
your soul, Sone wholesome moral and relige
ious habits Are necessary in the process.

Neerly all of the reliplous program here
is l=r't to your free choice, Happily, the
me jority of studente eagerly make the most
of the wrograr,

But if, faor you, a five~minute morning
prayer end & five-minute night prayer, and
an oeesgsional RBenediotion, required as
part of University discipline, ave too
maehs

If you are too big or toe proud Lo obrerve
that windram of religlons Alseipline, you
had nether po to some other University that
hag not the sepivation of your soul ever
forerost in mind, A& the Jresident told
vou in Lis opering serron lash Sevterber,
Notrs Name will try to get along with ibs
nresent nropran, in spite of your nbsence,
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