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Halfway; So What?

e "

Bacl three weeks ago and it was Ash Wednesday., Ahead three weeks and (if you dontt
live too far away) you'!ll greet the folls at hone,

Lent is just half over--Lent the appointed time
for balancing the ledger of your moral and re-
ligious life, :

Itts a safe bet that ke who neglects his
lmmortal soul during Lent will negleet it through-
out the rest of the year,

And, be reasonable, he who neglects his soul for a
whole year at Totre Dame may certainly fear God
when he ﬂeﬂﬁq Fim in Judgment,

"Do peranee or you shall all likewise perish,’
That's the warning of Christ which rings outb
every day during Lent, You hear it in the bells
that awalen you in the morning, You hear it in
the big bell that calls you to church, You hear it from the pulpit on Vednesday
nwights. You read it in the Bulletin, You see it in the example of your fellowmsine
dents ag they go dally to Mass ant to Holy Communion; as they visit the Grotto, ma'e
periods of adoration and the stations of the coross; as they denv themselves usual
pleasures.,

- You can't miss the meaning of Lent, for these days the whole Catholio world 1s on
retreat,

daelf of Lent is over forever. Did you spend it like & coward or a dullard--in worldly
- self-indulgence, in undenied hours at the movies and in the dance halls, in uncurbed
eating end drinking, in sleeny childish mornings, in lszy listless days?

- Or have you gone 4daily to Holy Communion, and to Mass with a missal in your band?
If so, you have read a daily instruction--in the prayers, in the eplstles and gospelse=
that has kent you in the spirit of Lent,

Fave you been studying more systematically? Iave you made the way of the cross frequent-
iyt IF co, you are impressed with the enormity of sin and with the urgercy of doing
SNAN0E o

Yo pope, no bishon, no priest invented Lent. Lent was invented by Christ Himgelf,
rorty days and forbty niphts He spent in prayver and fasting in the desert, lle never
simmed, even venially, in Fis whole 1ife, P# had no psrsonal sin to satone for,

Bt by His Lont Fe set an example thnt we nay Ynow hew %o acquire the hunbls and oon-
srite hoart whie! God on our deathbed will not despise.,

Tines Ash "odnesdsy you have ahbused grece enermously, or you have preatly profited by
+te Mo ehuance now o rub out that faet,

ek is kalf over, and you are more safely clese to Heaven, or you are more danserously
reny ho Hell, Trebt g the so-what of the holfway,

notlar kelf of Lent rernirs, Tn which Airsctlon will it furthor beke yon--tewards
“oavan, or towards Hall?
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