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Mo, 3: Seelk Couns=al,
Lokt Rl ol oBE o s N R U s . et A
(Reprint from Maveh 10, 1032,)

It is far better, especially for a Catholic (for whom merriage is a life contract), to
seek somael before marriage than to retain counsel after marriage. ~ And remember that
you may have to seek it; theose best able to give it are so well experienced with the
insanity of infatuetion that thev regard the volunteering of advice as the suicide of
Prisndship. Thosc best able to give it are those who krow marriage, those who know
you, and those who know the girl., Line them up in this fashion:

l. Your father. (Ordinarily, at 20 a hoy refuses advice fram father; at 39
he listens to it; at 40 he seeks it, and at 53 he regrets that father no
longer lives to advise him,) You mav feel that father doesn't know ynm
and that he isn!'t up with the times. It is well for you to have the
counsel of soneone who is not up with the times, whose philosophy of 1life
was gerersted in more God-fearing t11968.....For once in your life teke hin
into your confidence, even if he is self-conscious about it, ¥Te knew
enotyh to pick a good mother for you,

2, Your mwther, After a sermon on marriage an old lady sald to the young
missionarys ‘Father, I wish I kmew as little about rarriage as you do,"
If your father knowe a lot ehout marriage your mother !mows ten times
mere because while he finds distraction in business she stays at home and
rnakes the home, It takes a woman to size up a woman. If your mother
says, "Thunbs down,” let it be s0....And go nver your expense account rith
your mothsr,.,.8eventy-five percent of the students at Notre Dame are here
becanss their mothers mew how to manage the household budget,
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Your corfessor, All kidding aside, he knows more ahout marrispe than a

Ten wro hes had five wives. Such a man knows five things that con wresk
warrisge; and the priest knows a hundred or r thousand, Sooner or later
the problems cowe 4o the priest; it is wise to meke it sooner.

4, Your pal, His eyes are your eyss, byt when your heart is gweyed with
emotion, his heart remains free, Lots of friendships are brolen up when
e pal tries to ward off a mistake., Hiake bim give you his judgnent, and
take him seriously, even if it costs you the girls There are many girls,
hut few pals,

5. Her kid brother, in his confidence. You can lsarn more ahout hor dis-
position from five minmutes with him then you can in five years of courte
ship.

Books are sompanions, the same as people are, Hot a1l the wise men In the world move
in your smell sirele. Mush has bemsn written shout warriape, sone true, sone false,
There is asound sounsel in the Introdnction to a Devout Life, bv 84, Francis de Sales,
ir, You ard Yours and Marringe By Fatraw snott, nnd in jhe Hone World, hy Fafbor Doyls.
X ¥ieps ANt Parenthood, by Fother Gerard, should also he roed by every Cathelic ap-
pronshive matrinony,  tie up to sound prinsinles; they see you through safe to the end,

Aevnowledgnents .

“oneived ovrr the wankeond for the Chesterton Memorial: #10 from San Fronelinoo; "8
Pram Okisapa, Many thanks, Contribations small and larpe will ho pinily recoived
fror 1l thaoe who would pay trilite to +re wemorv of the preat Chesterton.
TUETTTET T T lvounged) arviverarry of fabher of 0.J. Byrne 1363 cousin of Denny ;oef&;y’
SrinA af Jokn Ferenoe (Yor,); Mr. henry Topose; l'rs, Hugo Oasper, mwnb of Father Eﬁffi
arandrott er of Ted Lok (T41,j,  I11, mobker of Bill Tunmey (“nlsh); Conck layienj
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