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These Favors, Saint Joseph!
I  doubt, St. Joseph, that there were as many glaring temptations in your day 

#  f6ere are m mme. Yon 6dd no moyfei m Nd(drefA dnd no 6;#6odrdf; dnd
papers and magazines,

But the pagans of your day couldn't have been much different from modem  
pagan;. T6ey pro6d6fy frzed, wmeAow, fo exeAdnge jfz/fA for money; eyen m /ffde
towns like Nazareth.

I  suppose there were lewd mouths on the streets; in shops, and even, sometimes, 
on rojfrwM?;, fAdf W W  jpdgdn ;mnzord/;fy fo f/?e yonng men of yowr ddy.

You were once young yourself, St. Joseph; you had your temptations. But you 
kept yourself so clean in all that environment that God chose you to be the spouse of 
Hz; yonng dnd 6edwf;fwf Mof6er. Yon 6dye 6een fron6fed nnd dfrdW 
that announcement came to you. I t  was so strange— your fiancee a virgin, who, still 
as a virgin, would become a mother, mother of the Christ!

Divine Providence seems to hare placed many burdens upon your shoidders. W hat of the embarrassing trip to 
Bethlehem with no accommodations at the inns! W hat of mad Herod scheming with power and violence, and the fugi
tive trip Into Egypt! What of the three gloomy days when the Christ-child was lost to you and Mary in Jerusalem*

Oh I  know that God could have saved you all those anxieties. But H e didn't. H e tested your prudence and you) 
courage and loyalty, as your young chastity H e  had proved by trial God has H is reason in your life, as H e has H is 
reason in mine.

Tomorrow on your feast, Si. Joseph, I  ask you, not that I  may be free 
from temptations, but rather, two other great graces: that I  may be pure, and 
die happily in spite of temptation; and that, some day, I  may head a family 
that you and Our Lady will be proud of and that God will abundantly bless.

And This, Mother of Sorrows!
Hours are bound to come, especially in married life, when I  must know 

the lesson of self-sacrifice. Otherwise I  shall be a faithless and cowardly 
W 6an d  dW fdf&r. J mwff 6e dWe fo 6edr menfdZ and ^Ayacdf mffermg
like a man.

jwjfferfng mwjf 6e myffenoiWy frwdfwf, or CArwf H W e ff  wowW neyer 
6dye jwjjfeW; dnd eerfdmfy H e wozdd Beyer Adye Zef yon dnd Hw foMo%/erf
suffer.

Tomorrow/ u f f6e fedff of 3f. fofejpAj yonr fedff of forrom, yonr
Good Friday, I t  commemorates your part in the Passion, your three agoniz
ing hours on Calvary with your Son.

TAe^e ddy  ̂ tefween yonr Good Frzddy dnd are .wered afdyf. /
wozdd %  fo ^pend f&fm yonr fpfrif. Md&e yonr fAowgAff dnd yowr 
prdyerf mme, jfAow me, Good Mof&er, 6ow fAeje day; 6ejfore Cdfyary may 
?no&e me ^fronger fAnn dn ormy dgom^f #n,

M d#ef Anndoy; 6 ; # ;  6:42; 7 :%  N o  sermonf; 6e on dme/
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