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Lourdes and Carlsbad.
"By Arnold Tunn,

Question XXIX, Isn't it rather en awlward
faet for you Catholics that a party of Lour-
2 . des pilgrims contracted an infeotious disease

L@ﬁiqAnswer. It would be an awkward fect if
~ﬁx?§lﬂurae were the 5p1r1tua1 equlvalent of

: a rlght ta thelr mmney back xf no cure were
i forthcoming.,

But thousands of pilgrims in perfect health
visit Lourdes as an act of devntion, Thous-
ands of sick people visit Lonrdes primarily
in search of spiritual health, Pilgrims are
-not encouraged to believe that pain is neces-
sarily all evil or that our mein concern in
this life is the avpidance of illness and
suffering., "The good news of Christianity,"
as Dr, Inge has finely said, "is that suffer-
ing is itself diwine, 1'In all their afflic-
tions He was afflicted,' !Surely He has bormne
_fywaur griefs and carried our sorrows...' It

is the blasphemy of 'Christian Science'! and
kindred movements to deny the Cross, 4And in
ur gsoft, self-indulgent age it is, shame-
fully, felt to he a grester difficulty in the
way of belief in God that men should suffer
then that men should sin, This timid, paine
dreading temper is thoroughly unchristian,”

x Pilgrime to Lourdes ask the intercession of
Our Lady nnt only for deliverance from the 1lls of the body but also for deliverance
from that pain-dreading temper which Dr. Inge condemns as unchristian,

Even a mild epidemic among returning pilgrzvs is a valuable reminder of the dlfferance
between Lourdes and Carlshad., Carlshad, in theory at least, has some beneficlial effeot
upon almost all who take the waters, but the waters of the Lourdes grotto have no ine
herent therapeutic wvalue either for the resbtoration of lost health or for the innocu-
lation against future disease.

Miracles at Lourdes do not only benefit those who are cured bhut proclaim to a world
which is losing its faith thet God's arm is not shortened, Moreover, it is not only
those who are cured at Lourdes who have cauge for gratitude, Iven a gkeptic who travel-
od hack with a train loed of pilgrims who hed not been cured weunld find it difficult

to denv some cansel commection between the radiant haupiness on the faces of those who
learned at Lourdes that gickmess snd suffering are not necessarily evil, and the pravers
whiech they had offered to Our Lady.

Question XXX, Do you olaim that there arc no miracles outside the Catholie Church?
Answer., I make no suoh olaim, r sgree with Father Ronald Knox that a miracle might be
done "to attest the message of some Salvation Army missionary to China while he was
preaching all the faith he knew to people who hed no chance of hearing sbout the faith
from Catholic teschers," Moreover, I believe some mirsclas are the work of evil spirits,




