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Foallacies Aad Facts,

Of ten repeated in the press is this cherge:
thaet the Nationalists (or rightists) in
Spain are fighting 2 rightfully-constitut-
ed government., Mr, Williem V, Montavon,
director of the legel depsrtment of the
Netional Catholic Welfare Conference, ex-
plained, in & recent radio broadcast, how
this "rightfully" censtituted government

by the leftists (or Popular Front) came
about:

(1). "In the 1934 election entire leftist
parties, among them those whose members
had been most vociferous in the Constitue
tional Assembly, diszppeared, were wiped
out by an sroused electorate. The risht-
ists won thet election and orgenized the
parliament,

17he leftists could not take defest. They
resorted to turmoil, revolutionary general
strikes, and finelly open rebellion sgainst
the legally constituted government of the
Republic. Thelir rebellion had no wide-
spresd support and was quickly suppressed.
Digorders continued. The turmoil beceme
such that parlisment could not function.
The rightists were never permitied to pre-
side over the cabinet, The parliament wes
recessed and new elections celled.

"The cempzsign preceding the 19%6 election
was bitter., The independent end opposition
presg was subjected to great restricilons,
Free use of radio was not permitted. The
vote was heavy. Official returns showed &
popular vote favoring rightist cendidstesw,
The leftists refused to accept defeat.
They seized the government by preveiling on
President Alcals Zamora to accept the rese
ignation of the cabinet and designote thelr
man Lo orgznize the new government, This
done they were able to mrnipulnate clectlon
returnse zrd glve themselves wn effechive
majority in the parliament.

"The first sct of the Pojpular Pront was to
place all Spaln under martial lew. Daing
this the Popular Front established for the
record tiat its own accession tn office
produced -« nttlonsl emergency o0 sericus
thet conssitutional liverties cnd guiorane
tecs hod $9 be suspended,

"hder the Constitution mertial law may be
inxnand anly for thirty dey periods, Month
af e nnash the Populey Wront cume Tefore
yooLLalant seeking an extensing of its
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w0t (dscersed) 2nd annlv, of futher of Jahn Suliive
(Fadin)y iriend nf Rolrond O'Shens friond of Bill O'Tocie (Crr.).

Rightists
opposed the grant of power, denouncing

power to impose martial law.

martizl law as & closk for mob violence,
"On July 13, the Popular Front once more
asked for an extension of power. Right- )
ist leaders, Calvo Sotelo and Gil Robles,
objected. That night men wearing the uni-
form of shock police arrested Cclvo Sotele,
Next morning his muriered body was found
in a cemelery.

"The Popular Front dared not fzce the de~
bate that it knew tc Te inevitable in par-
liament, Tarliament recessed. The debate
continued before the permenent committee.
The spokesman for the perty of falvo So-
telo told the committee that he and his
party were through....

"Gil Roblews, spesking for his C.E.D.A,
party indicted the Papuler Front govern-
ment, held it responzible for the murder of
Calvo Sotelo. Under the Popular Front since
February, il Robles declared, 2 record has
been made. It is & record of mob violencs,
burning of churches, desecration cof way-
gide shrines, destruction of convents and
other prornerty, merchings of irresponsible
armed militia, gangsterism, arsen, robbery,
kidneppinss, assassinations, fterrorism,

21l under zartial lzw. And, cherged Gil
Robles, the Popular Front did nothing to
prevent them, It is a record of democracy
in benkruntcey, of anasrchy, of political
chaos, of tyranny.!

Subsequent to those conditions came the
revoiuticn,

(2)., Another charge frequently made is
this: th-t the Church plunged Spain into
o conflict becsuse she objects to the sep—
arstion of Ohureh fron Stoate., And thic is
Mr. Montovsnls asswer: "in Srain relisicus
denominations enli corsrogations are trent-
ed as veluntary cee~siotions, bub unii'ce
nthor voluntary orooissions, they ore
gubjoct to specini L x3, Thot is not sepe
aration, Thot is ¢ oetion, sbsolute
subjucticn nwnder o L) repise of axcop-
ticn, .. 18 unhersy 5nin todey is the
battleficid for o 1ittle warll war, ro-
gronsibility lies not pedncrily on the
Cetholie 1 oorle of Surin. ERerd the minutes
of the Sevonth World Conegress of the Cnan-
munist Intornntinanel, It reverls where
lies the mnjdor resrensihility ™
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