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The Meanest Man.

There are many contenders for this dubious honor. In my oplnion it isn't the man who
poisons dogs, nor yet is it he who slaps the baby or shoots hig mother., It is the one
who helps spread dirty stories. The dirty story, the obscene joke, is the devills
fevorite jimmy by which he pries his wey into the soul.

How many serious sins against purity started by laughing over & smutty stery? I know
of meny. Humen nature is ever prone to sins of the flesh. It doesn't teke much to
excite the passions. The double meaning joke never needs a dictionary.

No one would be careless with lighted fire in a hay mow. The prairieersired would

never throw fire into dry gress. OQOur carnal natures are just as easily turned into
roging fires of passion. The one who starts. the fire is responsitle for the demage
done, ‘

The dog-poisoner is meen beyond description., The fire-bug should be shot, What are
we to szy of the hired men of Satan who spreeds the poison of obscenity that degrades
the children of God? (From the EBaster Bulletin of Father Long, Fdgeley, No. Dak. )

Profenity,

Recently in Washington, the famous (Genersl Order deprecating swearing and cursing which
was originally issued o the Continental Army by George Washington in 1776, was re-
printed end sent to sll recruiting offices and camps of the United States Army., Among
other things we find the Father of his Country saying:

1 hope the nfficers will by word and example endeavor to
check anyv cursing or swearing, end that everyone in the
army will reslize that we cen have little hope nf the
blessing of heaven on our arms if we insult it by our ime
piety and folly. Added to this, it is & vice so mezn and
low, without a temptation, thot every sman of sense and
charscter detests it.

These words are not from the pulpit or fram the cotechism but from one whe has always
been admired for the virtues that becone & men., The free and essy use of profenity
is not only contrery to the law of God and of decency, but it is slso a very fine
geuge of an individusl's mentzl poverty in the art of self-expression, Profanity is
s stupid way of carrying ourselves through n sltuskion thet is too much for our power
of expression.

Suppose you make a check-up in rezerd to this metter, True, most of you cen say thab
you de not blaspheme or teke God's holy neme in vain, Bub this 1s not gufficient,
What about the other terms you use? It is an old saying that & men speaks what is in
his heart, and if you were to judze yourselves es others instinctively judge you when
they hesr you speak vulgarly, what would you say is in your heartf

A third etrike, a topped hurdle, (a dubbed approach) or s miffed fly doesn't mean ‘thet
wvou have to tell the world what you think of it in cenoral and the tall or hurdle in
pArticular,.s,«Tt 13 only a habit, of course, and you don't mean whet you ssy...But

if you have this habit of cursing, do somethins about it, nnd speak always as you |
shouldwees you would iu the company of God ard His Rlessed lother or in the soeiety of
aryone else who really holds your respect, o . .

(From the Relirious Bulletin of +the Northeast Catholic H. D., Philadelvhie, )
PRAYEEE T~ “deseased) Hindenburp victims; mothey of William G, Potier (trustes); grand=
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