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ton Club will be Wednesday, Religious Bulletin - to open meeting with talk
the 20th, at 8:00 in the... October 19, 1937 on Christianity And War.

This "Legal’ Government At Valencia,

You have read, or certainly heard of, the open letter on Spain signed by 150 Protes-
tant clergymen, educators, and laymen, and published in the New York Times for Octo-
ber 4., That letter is only part of a largze contaminated stream of gsometimes malic-
lovs information that has been inundating this country ever since the present war in
Suain broke out,.

It is time for American Catholics to master the main facts in the case for the Nation-
allsts. ©dince accurate quotation is immensely more effective in both formal and in-
formal discussion than mere recollection, it will be necessary sometimes to memorize
telling guotations. Cut them out and keep them conveniently before you. Lock at

them often. ZRepeat them until you have them on the tip of your tongue.

Are the Nationalists rebelling against a legal govermment? These are the main facts
that led up to the present war: (1) The Xing abdicated in 1931 after the municipal
electlions which gave him an eizhty per cont pajority. He preferred to leave rather
then to declare a bloody dictstership =nd subdue the minority against him which was
concentrated in the towns. (2) The first ysar of the regime which succeeded the
King was ruinous. We quote three Spanish Liberals: (a) Ortega y Gasset, Professor at
Madrid, "This is not it. The RBepublic has @ sad and bitier profile.' (b) Béuardo
Ortega y Gasset, lecder of the Radical Spcialist Left, "The Republic fails by the
incompetence, laziness and verity of its rulers.' {c¢) Professor Valdecasas of
Granada vho referred to the new rulers as men "who rival each other in the t:ssk of
destfruction, |

(3) The Spanish people stood this for two years, then turned out the ganz that were
impoverishing Spain and returnsd a Right ing-Center Government. In 1934 icscow en~
gineered an armed rebellion szainst the legal Government of the day. The first
Soviet republic in Spain was set up in Asturias under thet name and the currsncy cir-
culated by the rebels vas stemred with the sickle and hammer, Wot only thet but the
Communistic International summed up the civil war in the Asturiss in these words:
"the workers of Asturias fought for Soviet power under the leadership of the Commun-
ists.' Thus two years before a singls Italian or German landed in Spain, Russia had
incited a rebellion ggainst the Republicar Government and had landed, as Frofessor
Peers proves, a consignment of seventy cases of arms in Asturias.

American Liberals meke cepital out of the theory thit the Valencia Government is the
legal government of Spain. The election rhich brought the so-called Popular Front
into porer wne highly illegal. The President was territfied by the threst of yeot
another Red rising and dissolved the Cories instead of calling upon the leader of the
largest greun to form s Government. Alesla-Zamora, one of the grest radical archi-
tects of the Republic, idolized in his d 'y by Anglo-~Saxon Hadicsls, has descrived
(and surely he should know) the methods Ty wich the Popular Front obtained its major-
ity. The Red mobd, he tells us, "launched its stimck by sterting disorder in the
streets, ond using vinlence in its demand for power.....the mobh selzed the »zlloting
pepers vith the result that false returps were sent in Yrom many rlecas....In certain
Frovinces vhere the Oprosition had beon victorious all the mandstes rere annulled and
rendidates vho were friendly to the Porular Front althougsh they had been bosten were
rrocladimed doruties,”

Tho man vho maikes these statemonts ls, remamber, not a monarchiat, not a resstionary,
but o Aadicsl who was Prosident of the Sraznish Herublic at the time the electinong
*ore hwld., In anlte of terrorism, nob viclone» and aloe roturnsg, the Popular Front
obtnined neorly half a million LESS votes than the nartles of the Center and Right.
It is altognther disingenuous (80 use the gontlost of opithets) of the signatori s to
the Protestont Manitfesto to conceal these facts ~hen they label the Valencls Gnvern-
ront !legalll
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