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Thomas Aguinss Lets Them Have It.~-IV

Some people look intelligents Other Peo~
ple are intelligent. And because it tales
young folks some time to discover this,
old slbertus Magnus, one of the profs,
merely smiled and wagged his head when
ie heard that some of the students had
snid that Thomas Aquinas was a "dumdb ox, "
Of course, those were the fellows who
didn't Imow Tom very well. "Dumb ox. My
heavens!" chuckled the old professor.
"Some day, you'll hear him bellowing
round t:0 world."

It ceme about this way. They were all
gnthered for the daily lesson in Science

"Tou're a bit original, aren't you?!

As the professor asked this question,
many of the students chuckled. There
were sone in the front benches who turned
to see how the individunl addressed would
take what they thought might be a stiff
rebuke.

"I don't think so, sir." said Thomas
Aquinas. The answer was very calm, very
assured; not cocky; not bold.

As the professor hesitated, Thomas cone-
tinuved:

"Quite z few maintain that this is Aris-
totle's real meaning. And in his lMeta-
physics, he seems to defend it with sound
argunents, !

"Aristotle is an atheist. His God ean
scarcely be your God, Aquinssi'

For a moment, Thomas remained silens, un-

til the fixed glance of the wrofessor gave
him to understend that he was to continuc:

"As for Aristotle being em atheist, I do
not tiink his writings sup,ort such a
stotement. I think his meaning has been
misinterrreted.

Woung mn, heve you rend 211 of Aris-
totle?®
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"I have."! The answer was immediate, dut
yet, so modest, the class was stunned.

It was the first time that any of his
clagss-mates had seen this side of Agquinas.

It must be said that the professor rooct-
ed with beconing humility. There was no
rancour in his reply, no blush upon his
cheeks He merely said,-~ and the stu-
dents were genuinely glad to lear hinm say
it:

"In 211 things, I have found you very
honest, Thomnse. I have no reason, in this
instaence to doubt either your sincerity

or your judgment.!
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Bacl: in his room, Thomas Aquinas rested
his elbows on the desk, his face in his
hands. For a few moments, he reflected on
vhat had happened in the class room: more
especially, on what had happened after
classe In telling Reggy about it after-
wards, he said:

"Gosh, I felt lile a bum. After class,

I stopped at his desk to say I was sorry
if T hod been offensive. 'You've not
been offensive,' he said. 'I should have
known the truth of what you said. You
have read me a good lesson. And I thank
Jou for it.t"

deginald sald nothing for a moment.
Thent "He's a good scout. 4nd a good
teacher, %ool"

"] Imow it."

"Put the dumb ox cane through,! laughed
Reginald, slopping him on the shoulder.

(to be eentinued)

The Question.

The important question for you herc at
Hotre Dane is not so much vhere you strnd,
as in vhrt direction you rre uoving., If
you have developed a sloppy sttitude to-
verd your religlous duties, theNeesessee?

$ @ L] . » L 4 L L] ¥ L L L L]
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