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Between your mother and llary there is a remarkable sim—
ilarity. It is a wonderiul thing tc be a Catholic mother,
for che continues a noble tradition “egun at Bethlehem |
centuries ago. Someone surely lookesi upon your mother as

modern madonna when she smiled up with you in her arms.
For a modern madonna is rrecisely what your mother is, oné ;
of that lovely race of Catholic mothsrs, the first of whafg@ Y
was Mary, the mother ¢f the Incarnste uOd. G

Life must have seemed suddenly very rrecious azd very beatk
tiful when for the first time your mtﬁﬁer held wyou against ™
ner heart. She had ofter zeard that life was important; but
wien life became personified for her in you, in your brothers
and sisters, she knew just how imporisnt life really is.

The child she cradled was to be the izmortal child of Ged.

She knew that hidden in your tiny beir was the spark of
endless burning, a soul thset will 1live as long as God is ;

God. And she helped the Zreator brizz you intc existance. Her body harbor@d and
nourished the breath of eniless life. She and her husband in you have given to hea-
ven somecone who is capable of infiniie happiness. .

At that moment when she locked for the first tize upon you, and knew you to be hers,
she must have been glad trhat she kep® herself pure, FGW‘tevribla if her love had
been spoiled and polluted Ty lust! Zow terrible if, before she and her husband !
brought their love to-be tlessed at G:d's altar, she had used passion for the satzs~
factlon of her own selfishness, and kzd then accepted to be the fubure father of her
¢iild a man who had given himgelf tc animal instincts! Now she knows that love, not
passicn alone, called you into beinz. |
When you were born, the divine madonna, leaning as she surely did over your mother,
rmust have been pleased. Like Mavy, ;rcur mother had kept herself a virgin., Like her,
she has given a pure life %o God. Lixe her, she hag a strong, pure man for a husband.
Hary is especially happy that, in an ge that asks girls to betray their virginity and
enter marriage impure, snciled, soilei wantons, vour mother walked in her holy foot-
ateps. Ch, yes, Mary is pleased thet wour mother’s attitude toward matrimeny is God's
attitude; that while many =odern waﬂex imitate the sad, sinful pegzan women of other
days, your mother kept herself pure. 4nd then in holy wedlock helped God to fashiecn
another citizen for the kingdom of hesven. (With apologies to the Queen's Work Staff.)

Tour mother was blessed in having Ged's mother, the greatest woman that ever lived, to
gulde znd to direct her. Tatholic nes and women all down the Christian centuries hzve
never forgotten llary's influence. During the menth of Yay you honor this mother of
mankind redeemed in union with the Chuireh, because Mary, the lother of God, is an in-
tecral part of the Catholis system. Z-th Christ and His mether form an essential unit
in the Christian dispensation. Deveiicn to one implies devotion %s the other. They
cannot be separated.
Co linther's Day you will honor your m-*her with = ‘ﬁifituﬁW boumaet, Hut during the
crntire mentih of “dy i daily sdoratics, in daily lass and Cromunicn, in visits to the
cretto and in cinglas hy mna there aft<r supper, you will henor the Mother of Uothers.
fi:t hewy doop Tipu your leve and affeqtion for these two mothers? Your love will be
cosured by tue yard-sticr & sacrificc... You nay wish ond wigh and WISH to rise tn
t e nelhts of strons will- swer, of colfesacrifise, of man 1v devetion tn the Mother
2 hed, ed renl Yor the erse of Chrict and His Courch, But if yeur manhood is dis-
Loured vy oo owlishbone irstead of beln: ennnbled i:r a backbrne, vwou will nct be at the
tar rodl every wuorning, % the elmr < in aderalisn, on vour knees sbelling your
y;%ﬂ, ©t tue Gretiteo singln: hymns, Tz,‘“nu w11l never acenmulish s manly deed until
J0n neve a orine running up your back.
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