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And don't take it out on the priest. You don't realize how you embarrass him. Take
it out on yourself,

Sure, Christ understands and so does the rriest that these days of exams make you
Jittery. It is evident that you've been burning lights till twelve and one. There's
no kick at your taking an extra sleep in the morning.

But don't take it out on our Lord! When you do come around for Hely Communicn, for
His sake, don't run down the aisle, trip back to your seat, make a nervous sign of
the cross, call that your thanksgiving and then dart out for a cup of coffee. That
isn't courtesy to Christ, In your haste-— which makes waste (and that adage is very
true)-- you waste-the most precious thing in this 1ife: God's grace.

How do you embarrass the priest, you ask? Ticture the scene, He has just turned
around to distribute Communiorn. Two men who have been making a devout preparation
kneel at the rail, Then you burst through the door of the chapel, out of breath.
The priest has the Host in his hand, has just finished saying '"Behold the Lamb of
God who taketh away the sins of the world,” aprproaches the rail to add "May the
Body of Our Lord Jesus Christ keep your scul unto life everlasting." During these
sacred prayers, and with Christ in his hands, the priest is not going to wave you
aside, is not going to yell "Thoa." He credits you as a college man and a Catholic
with sense ani reverence and personal love enough toward the Person of Christ to
take your time, The priest would mach rather, a thcusand times, open and close the
taberracle again and repeat the prayers just for you. . . .

So pleasel Vhen you come to Communion, stop rushing. Five minutes at least for
rreparation. You spend hours a day with yourselves and your friends, Five minutes
at least of thoughtful, prayerful reflestion: Who comes? Why? What has He done
for me, Or, much ftruer, what HASN'T He done for me? He made you. He died for you
or. the Cross. He lives for yeu in the tabernacle:, He waits for you in Eteranity.
He is your very best friend. Thomas the Apostle prostrated himself, after he had
heen doubtful and irreverent. Humble and penitent, realizing at last the great
truth, he exclaimed: "My Leri and My God!" St, Francis of Assisi went further: "My
o4 and My ALLI", , . . And is seven minates too much to ask as minimum for thanks-—
giving? |

After Exams.

When thirgs are bark to normal again, lay more emrhasis on the Mass. Incidentally,
don't anyone pull a McGutzky ardl go on a weekend syree. You've been asking Christ!s
Lelp and His Mother's, DTon't relax now, ungratefully, by leaving them by themselves,
That's what you 4o when you plan a bad weekend. Beginring Sunday try to make Mass
the great big thing in your daily life. In reality, since it is the (ross rereated,
it is the big thing in your 1lifs.  The Crnss is your only hope of salvatiorn; the
Sacrifire in 1tself and the rhilosorhy c¢f Ythe hari, rough way" cf (alvary imitatedl
in your own every Aday routine, , . Start *he day, from now cn, with the whcle Mass,
Mags 18, by all means, the most logical plare to rersive your Holy Cemmuniens. At
the Mass you will learn to knnw Christ, Jearning to know Him, yenl!ll love Him, When
yerr lore Hlm, you will walk trhirough life with Him., ILet your mnito be: '"JTeguis ani I.Y
|

It meart the world to the saints, More from now on ~oncerring the MASS!
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o help put youu in the way of some Catholis reading, to help give you angles you
rarely get in the seenlar rress, the pamrhlet racks Lave been stoekedl with the flash-
16st Natholir Jourrnal in the Urited States, News while it's rews, and digested!
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