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February 3, 1939

Spanish Rebuttal. I .

a s s i s t  at the whole Mass 
and go to Holy Communion, 
Belting r e a l ly  needs yon.

'The way to l e a r n  i s  to ask questions.  The vas t  on. H i t l e r  and Mussolini are bent on 
-̂as some questions  to  ask tonight * des troy ing  the Spanish Republic , and with

i t s  destruction gaining v a st ly  increased
in formulating them, we are patient and 
charitable. We give everybody the benefit  
of the doubt, We try our best to be fa ir  
to make no snap decisions.

power in the campaign against the democ
racies ,  "
f '

Third question. I s  i t  f a i r  to  in fe r  the 
Franco side i s  pr incipa lly  an invastion?  
Is i t  f a i r ,  by your s ilence and misrepre
sentation in  this -'open" l e t t e r ,  to moll 
American opinion with prejudice? I f  the

ruesday l a s t  in  the New York Times many 
of the n a tion ' s best-known lawyers,doctors, 
writers and clergymen—Protestant bishops 
and m inisters and one rabbi—signed a large Germans, Italians and Moors who f igh t  
paid advertisement, "An Open l e t t e r  to the 
Government and the People of the United 
States," The document reads hero ica lly .

"While you read th is  message, a major hu
man tragedy i s  taking place* A question  
of the greatest importance to our country 
and to the entire  world i s  being decided* 
A brave nation i s  f igh ting  against ter 
r ib le  odds, not only for i t s  own indepen^ 
dence and freedom, but for the very l i f e  
of democracy everywhere.

Now, there i s  no doubt a major human 
tragedy i s  taking place and that i t  i s  a 
grave matter for us and the whole world. 
And, by a l l  means, we grant a brave na
tion  i s  f ig h t in g  for i t s  own freedom,

First question . How do you prove that 
the l o y a l i s t s  are th is  brave nation? In 
the American Revolution was England the 
brave nation? Please do net rest your 
case on the 1936 e lec t io n s .  Please ex
plain why the people of Barcelona rejoice  
that they have been ''captured,"

feu in s i s t  the lo y a l i s t s  f igh t  ''for the 
very l i f e  of democracy everywhere,"

Second question. For what kind of democ
racy? There are various degrees: Soviet, 
French, B r it ish ,  The freest  i s  American,
He you say s incere ly  that the Negrin side 
f igh ts  for the American kind of democracy? 
Hr yen %rt brand us ly ing  propagandists 
and F asc ists  for speaking the truth that 
a large element ^f the l o y a l i s t  faction  
has been f ig h t in g  for Soviet democracy*

with Franco are invaders, what are the 
l o y a l i s t s '  international brigades made up 
of Russians* Frenchmen and Czechs, net to 
mention the Americans of the vfashingtcn- 
l in c o ln  Brigade? Why did you p laster  
that sacred name on our pro^Communist 
emigrants? It is  misleading. Washington 
and l in o c ln  were reb els .

When you regret "the vast ly  increased po
wer in the campaign against the demerran
c ie s ,"  we are with you, Read "Nazi Scape
goat Number 2" in Forum or the February 
Reader's l l g e s t . Report to the people 
our Holy Father's fears about Fascism*

Fourth guestion. Will your group run a 
signed "ad" condemning Communism as an 
enemy of American democracy? Will you a l l  
go on public record for the continuation  
of investigation  into un-Americanism?

You continue: "With indescribable brutal
i ty  and complete disregard f T  world opin
ion, they (the F asc ists)  have warred a- 
gainst both the armies and the women and 
children of Spain." We have heard ton 
much about the Barcelona bombings and not 
enough of the murder of p r ie s ts  and the 
desecration of nuns and the burning of 
churches. I f ,  cut of po licy  and set pur
pose, Franco men have maimed defenseless  
non-combatants, we detest th is  as much as 
the o f f i c i a l  policy  nf the Communist e l e 
ment saturated in m ilitant atheism.

Fifth question . I f  ycur l e t t e r  i s  "open" 
why dr you not mention the "indescribable 
b ru ta lity  and complete disregard for pub
l i c  opinion" of the lo y a l is t s ?  Hearst is
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bringing these things out now* but a f te r  
American opinion has been prejudiced.

icu say "the whole world knows now that
the 'Franco Revolt' i s  in r e a l i ty  an in- 
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