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Pius XI, 
by Waltor

Though hc did,od saying that thoro wore 
(3 ti 11 I* so many thing a t o do, '* the com­
manding inf lucnce of Pius XI has only be­
gun to mako itself feIt, In tho deep 
disorder of his timo ho discornod tho 
root of tho di sordor; in tho savage 
s truggloss of hi s time ho defined tho i s- 
suc at tho heart of tho strugglo; in the 
darkness and the oonfusion ho clarifiod 
tho idoa upon which tho civilization of 
tho West is founded, by which it will be 
restored and preserved.

This idea is tho mold in which Western 
civilization has boon formed* It is 
that because ho is endowed with reason 
and can, therefore, choose betwoon 
falsehood and the truth, man is an in- 
violablo soul; that because he is an in­
violable soul, man must never bo treated 
as if he were a thing;' ahd he can never 
finally surrender to arbitrary unreason 
and to brute force. Upon this conception 
of man depend all the institutions of 
Western civilization; The true liberty 
of the individual, tho very conception 
of law, the grounds of justice, and unity 
among rational persons.
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Though in many parts of the world his 
church is persecuted, it is the fact, and 
experience will prove it, that under his 
guidance its foundations have become 
stronger and more nearly universal than 
they have been for several centuries. 
Hot for many generations has the moral 
energy of his church been so abundant; 
not for a long age has its intellectual 
life boon so vigorous, so clarifying and 
creative.

Pius XI was equal to the historic test 
which he was called upon to moot. Per he 
had tho inner virtue of groat men, which 
is that, when they are put to tho test, 
they know how to draw from that which is 
most ossential in tradition* the under­
standing and the power to meet tho test.

An uninspired and mediocre man might easi­
ly have fallen into confusion and weakness. 
But this pope was a great man. And so, as 
the disorder developed, he drew from that 
which is most fundamental and most univer­
sal in the tradition of his church, the 
capacity to see clearly and the strength 
to speak resolutely.

The pontificate of Pius XI was one long 
protest against the denial of this con­
ception of man* He protested in Russia, 
in Mexico, in Spain, in Gorman#, in Italy; 
what made the protest an influence which 
will shape the course of history was 
that it rose out of a clear understanding 
of that faith which, despite all the po­
litical and sectarian and dogmatic differ­
ences that divide them, is the basic and 
universal faith of Western men.

Thus he made plain to the discerning what 
will eventually become clear to almost 
all"—  that the essential issue is not be­
tween Fascism and Communism, not between 
authoritarianism and democracy, not be­
tween liberty and order, not between li­
cense and discipline, but between the 
faith which affirms and the heresies which 
deny that men are inviolable, responsible, 
rational and free, Because he defined the 
real issue at the cent or of the whole im­
mense disorder, Pope Pius XI exercised a 
spiritual influence beyond, that of any 
pope in modern times#

For that he is venerated in every land. 
Because of that the Prime Minister of 
Great Britain paid him a visit, not as a 
matter of perfunctory courtesy, but of ac­
knowledgment that he represented that con­
ception of human life which civilized men 
cannot and will not surrender, That visit 
was an event without precedent in modern 
times* and its symbolic significance was 
immense. For in making that visit the 
Prime Minister acted on behalf of all 
those who, though they have different 
creeds, have one faith. He was expressing 
their gratitude to the Pontiff who had de­
clared its faith to a world that had al­
most lost it but is increasingly aware 
that the world must return to it.For this 
Pius XI will be long remembered, sinco his 
influence will be long felt.

And so when in the future men come to de­
fine the place of Pius XI in history, they 
will perhaps say that he was in modern 
times the most catholic, in tho sense of 
the most universal* defender of the faith 
that makes men civilized*
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