
Everyone think of "Rook" 
tomorrow a t  Mass and Holy 
Communl on,» He 1 s yours

U niversity  of Notre Dame 
Rel ig i  ous B ulle tl n 

Mar oil 30, 19 39

Penny-a-day in Lent— 
How!"8 i  t  coming? ’ The" 
pamphlet * s going "bigI

0oach Of M ill!ons,

Never to 1) e forgot ten * the night of March 
30th (3 ight ye&r s ago * "Rook " was happy 
that even!ng. He had ju s t  dined with 
"Chr i  sty  " Wal sh and ''Al" P u lle r * piaywright 
and Chicago hote 1 rep resen ta tive  * Things 
^  breaking well la te ly . "Rock" had
ju s t won h is  second National Championship. 
Next day he would g ree t h is  sons in  Kansas 
&ity* then take to  the a i r  for a speaking 
t  our lb eginning a t D o s Angel ess *

||;.r % ' v ,, II
t - ’--S & V.

Triple p ro p e lle rs  cut westward through lead­
en sk ies . Thunderous droning. Carefully  
p i lo ts  chart th e i r  course, But Cod pians 
things d ifferen tly#  Don* t  say i t  was c ru e l» 
Don*t say th is  thing was unplanned. I f  
"Rock* s " l i f e  was si tremendous power fo r 
good* h is  death would do more good; much 
more. Cod knew*

S ilv e r  b ird , s le e k , s w if t ,  soaring* Then 
of a sudden, te r r ib le *  tw is t in g , tum bling,
10:4Y. An ea r ly  March morning. The m iddle 
of Kansas* Knute Kenneth Rockne, wlzard of 
the p ig sk in , maker o f men, head o f a happy 

 ̂ 5 fam ily , adopted son o f Cur Dady
Dead! . . . , ,  The is l iv e r  c r u c i f ix  o f h is  r osary was lb ent as a r in g  round h i s f in g er .
Shocked rad lo  w aves, scarehead e x tr a s , tea rs  dripping on s tr e e t  corn ers, draped 1n 
b lack  a whole n a t lo n , , ,+ , . »

Now ware the s to r ie s  told* "C o-giver," sa id  P oet-P resld en t Rather 0%Donne 11* and th a t  
summed i t  up. One of C hrist * s "clean o f h e a r t," a lready perhaps "seein g  Cod," "The
most mascul ine man * rugge dne ss  on f i  e ld  and o f f , " Wh at a l e s  s on sport sw rit ers could
te  ach America ̂  s y outh. . . ,  And t h i  s gre a t man, s o humbl e w i t h a l , unashamedly c l i  nging  
to  Cod, bending the knee in  church, ask in g  h is  penance, r e c e iv ln g  His lo rd  in  Commun­
ion— t h is  gre at man " jus t  one of h is  cvm boys 1" Don* t  s ay what the world c a l l  o d tr  a- 
g ic  and s ad was unpl anned! * ** He c cached not e l  eve n, but many more than e lev en  m il-
l i  ons,

As "Rock" f e l  1, he threw s omcthing to  you. And he spoke the same simple words which
the f a l l  on so ld i er a t Ypre s sa id  in  1915; "To you, from f a i l in g  hands wo throw th  e
1)orch, Bo your s t  o hold fi t h ig h . "

Mrs* Rockne,, .

has asked tc  have a Memori a l Mas s sa id  fo r  ho r lo cloved husband t  omcrrow at (3:20 in  
3acred Hoart Church. Rather J * Hugh 0*Donnell wi 11 o f f  er the s a c r i f i c e , the Moreau 
Choir w i l l  chant the sclomn "Requiem Aeturnfm," Not a l l  of you can crowd in to  the pews 
Let the Monogram men occupy the fro n t square of rows on the gosp el s id e .

The r e s id e n ts  o f Rroshman, Cavanaugh* Zahm, St* Edward's, Brownson and C arroll are ask­
ed to  pay th e ir  homage to  "Rock" by a s s is t in g  at t h is  p r in c ip a l Mass in stead  of in  th o i  
own ch a p els , *** There w i l l  be four co n fesso rs on hand and h o sts  for a thousand Com- 
muni ons* *** A fter  b rea k fa st, in  D il lo n  Chapel, another Mass w i l l  be celeb rated  fo r  
"'Rock** at the Shrine of St* ^laf* Ratron of Norway* This w i l l  be the s ix th  annual Moss 
sponsored by the f a i t h f u l  Ccgobio Range Notre Dame Club of Ironwood, Michigan,


