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"Take Up And Read; Take Up And Read."

Why all the interest in reading these last few nights? Well, reading makes people
think-- that is, if it's good reading. Many of you know the story of St. Augustine
and, in particular the '"reading incident" which fastened him once for all to Christ.

He was sobbing, When would he put sin away and turn to Ged? It was always tomorrow
but never today. When would the hour come when he would deliver himself from all un-
cleanness? A thousand times he made up his mind to do better, Then he fell again.

As he pondered the question, '"weeping in the most bitter contrition” of his heart, ho
heard a volce, as it were of a boy or girl, "chanting and oft repeabting, 'Take up
~nd read; take up and read.'! Let his "Confessions" tell you what happened thend

Instantly, my countenance altered, I began to think most intently, whether chil-
dren were wont in any kind of play to sing such words; nor could I remember ever
to have heard the like. So checking the torrent of my tecars, I arose; interpret-
ing it to be no other than a command from God, to open the book, and read the
first chapter I should find. For I had heard of Antony, that coming in during
the reading of the Gospel, he reccived the admonition, as if what was being recad,
was spoken to him: GO SELL #HAT THCU HAST, AND GIVE TC THE PCCR, AND THOU SHALT
HAVE TREASURE IN HEAVEN, AND CCME FOLLOW ME, 4nd by such oracle he was forth-
with converted to Theo.

Kagerly thon I returned to the place wore Alypius was sitting: for there had I
laid the volume of the Apostle, when I arnse thonce, I seized, oponed, ond in
silence read thot section, on which my eyes first fell: NCT IN RIOTING AND
DRUNKENNESS, NCT IN CHAMBERING AND WANTONNESS, NCT IN STRIFE AND EWVYING: BUT
FUT YE CON THE LCRD JESUS CHRIST, AND MAKE NCT PROVISION ¥COR THE FLESH, IN CON-
CUPISCENCE, No further would I road: nor necded I: for instantly at the ond of
this scntence, by a light as it werc of screnity infused into my heart, oll tho
darkness of doubt vanished away.

He marked his place in the beook and sought out Alypius. They discussed tho passage,
And God's grace did the rost. They make up their mind sin is ended. Never again.
In joy thoy go to Monica, prayerful mother of Augustine, She leaps for joy and
tlesses the Lord, "#ho art able to do above that which we ask or think."

You Arc Mo Diffcrent.

All of you need the stimulus of good reading, yes of spiritual rcading; for you have
mere than eycs-- you have spiritunl souls. And all of you, becausc of inherited
weakness and your own actual sins, enn stond imcrovoment, rorheps (like Augustine)
stand in need of conversion from sin,

Sc, read. Look over the books especinlly preovided for you and the purposc of making
you better Christians. You will find them on the shelves of the Cavansugh, Howard,
and Dillon librarics. Among other bosks you will find St. Augustinc's "Cenfessions.'

s to Newwan, Dawson, Guardini nnd Rulloe, they are alse ob youwr command, You may
hrve, for the asking, "The Church end the Cothelie," "The Spirit of the Liturgy,”

nnd "Gengselonce," 211 by Romoanoe Guerdinl. Or, “"Bnquirics into Ruligion ond Culture,”
"Ihe lodern Dilemma, " and "Roeligion sand the Modern State," -~ others, toc-- by Dawson.
From Relloc you may choosc "The Crussdes, " "Richelieuw," "Cronmor,! and, agnin, other
titles, Newnan complete in the Main DLibrary. *** "Talre up and rend.!
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