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OFF TO LOURDES!

Dear Friends:

You may have seen in the press
that I contemplate a trip to Lourdes in
Southerr France. For a long time it
has been my desire to make such a pll—
erimage. Now barring an aceident, ¢
the outixveak of a Kurvpean war, it
appears that my dream i< about to be
pealized., My father has been over the
eround and made all the necessary
arrangements,

. . . . We arrive at Le Havre
May 22, and pruceed to Lourdes by

trailer, making three or four stops en-
route, e plan to remain at our des-

tination for a Novena, May 26 to
June 3 .. L.

Shall 1 tell you a little about
Lourde~7 In 1858 the Blessed Virgin
appeared to Bernadette Soubirous while
she wusg gathering firewood by the
River Gave. The chili felt a super-
natural presence and began to say her
rosary. Our Lady counted the bead-
with her and reeited the {zlorias as she
did on #ach of eighten visits, The
Mother «f God told Bernadette that she
wished for people to ewre there,

On the ninth vigit Our Lady told
Bernadette to serape the ground in a
certain spot nearby. A trickle of water
emerged and grew in veolume until it
was ix=uing thousands nf gallons per
day, Within a few days several additional wonders took place. A dying baby was immersed in the water and came out
in perfeet health, A nur with impaired vision was given back his sight, Sinece then there have been cures of most every
disease.  The water hus been analyzed and found void of any natural healing properties, Cures have been examined b:v

.

physicizns and found to be beyond the power of nature.

Our Lady of Lourds: made no mention of miracles but asked for people to come there and they have come ever sinee
from all vorners of the lobe. There have been as many as one hundred thousand visitors to the Shrine in a single day.
In une oo there wers over one millionr communions received and ninety thousand maszes celebrated.

Only a very small pereentage of the sick who vizit Lourdes obtain any physical cure, Many more are those who
receive o oparticular greee, o mental ehange, a spiritual improvement which makes them happy and contented.

Yoo may wonder feex I feel about this venture per-onally.  Will T petition God for physical improvement and he
~orely deappointed if - el is not gravted?  The answer is “No” T will make an earnest plea to Him and the Blessed
Mother = hielp me, kneeoing that He ean cure me if He should desire, but if it ix not His will, and He surely know -
hewt, thes it is not mive. I shall be ju-t ax happy, just as contented and just a- thankful as I have always been.  He
his alvane been good e and whatever way He sees fit that T should spend the remainder of my life on carth, it
will nee wu]y he wsati=fictory but ples-me to me o, L,

My ceneral health corves Hittle to bee desived, The paralyzed museles continue tlu»ir snail-like propres< but 1 feel
ereat, oo now abbe oo breathe for oo honr without the vespirator. T am one of the fow persons in the world with
it Wee oo, so many of tou would ne sleabt like 1o change places with e,

I vvselusion, ey I orequest that con say a prayer for my intention while at Lourdes and be asscured that 1T will

oy the eae for yvou,
Sincerely, Frederick B, Snite, Jr.
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