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Dear Friends:
You may have seen in the press 

that I contemplate a trip to Lourdes in 
Southern France. For a long time it 
has been my desire to make such a pil
grimage. Now barring an accident, or 
the outbreak of a European war, it 
appears that my dream is about to he 
realized. My father ha- been over the 
ground and made all the necessary 
arrang(':%t nls.

. . . .  We arrive at Le Havre 
May 22, and proceed to Lourdes by 
trailer, making three or tour stops en- 
routo. We plan to remain at our des
tination for a Novena. May 2b to 
June 4 . . . .

Shall I tell you a little about 
Lourdes? In 18d8 the Blessed Virgin 
appeared to Bernadette Soubirous while 
she was gathering firewood by the 
River Gave. The child felt a super
natural presence and began to say her 
rosary. Our Lady counted the bead- 
with her and recited the Glorias as she 
did on each of eighteen visits. The 
Mother of God told Bernadette that she 
wished fur people to come there.

On the ninth visit Our Lady told 
Rornad-v,' to scrape the ground in a 
certaii. ,'t nearby. A trickle of water 
emerged and grew in volume until it 
was i—- :ng thousands of gallons per
day, Wzdiin a few  days several additional wonders took place. A dying baby was immersed in the water and came out 
in perft c: health. A man with impaired vision was given back his sight. Since then there have been cures of most every 
disease. T h e  w ater  has  been analyzed and found void of any natural healing properties. Cures have been examined by 
physician- and found to be beyond the power of nature.

Our Lady of Lourdes made no mention of miracles but asked for people to come there and they have come ever since 
from all corners of the globe. There have been as many as one hundred thousand visitors to the Shrine in a single day. 
In one year there w ere  over one million communions received and ninety thousand ma.-ses celebrated.

Only a very small percentage of the sick who visit Lourdes obtain any physical cure. Many more are those who 
receive a particu lar  grace ,  a mental change, a spiritual improvement which makes them happy and contented.

may wonder now I feel about this venture per,-onally. Will I petition God for physical improvement and be 
appointed if ,<«rh is not granted? The answer is “No.” I will make an earnest plea to Him and the Blessed 
« help me, km ing that Hu can cure me if He should desire, hut if it is not His will, and He surely know - 
it is not mils . I shall he ju-t us happy, just as contented and just a-  thankful as I have always been. He

me and whatever way He sees tit that I should spend the remainder of my life on earth, it 
etory but p leadng to me . . . .
vmu*s little to F- desired. The paralyzed muscles continue their nail-like progress but I fee]
•■i breathe for nee hour without the respirator. I am one of the few  persons in the world with*
;ioii would no doubt like to change places with me.

I request that on say a prayer for my intention while at Lourdes and be assured that I will
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In conclusion, ma 
d o  t i n  one,, f o r  vou.

Sincerely, Frederick B. Suite, J r .

BRA} EBB: 5 1 tec a e d ) George Se fell, friend of Robert Kvat-ak ( Alum.) ; Gerard Bundselmk t New Rochelle, N. 
\  .) ; Si,-ter M. I s i d o r e ,  S.S.J. ( Nazareth, Mich). (Ill) sister of Juan Baptist a (Zalim) ; Don O’Keefe, 'nd ( serious oper
ation) ; friend of Jack Bergen ( Zahin ); Mrs. Rose Hamilton and Miss Martha Feeney ( Philadelphia) ; James J. I Iav e r ty ; 
Rev. Henry Lyons ( H a y  chill,  M a s . ) ; grand fat he r  and aunt o f  Harry  McDonagh ( Sorin ) ; father of Brother K enneth ; 
( seriou iy i l l ) Rev. Michael OVonnur ( Framingham, M a ss .) . Special intention of Joe Maloney, J r .  F in  special itentions.


