Tomorrow i1s the Feast of University of Hotre Dame 10:00 o'clock Mass Sun.
CHRIST THE KING. World's Religious Bulletin for Gilbert Behrens on

trouble! cverybody else October 28, 1939 his fifth anniversary.
wants 1o be the kingess. e Requested by his mother.

M, wsvenerhnd I'm Sorry For A1l The Sing
O0f Uy Past Life, Dspecially...”

Tith these words you should end every confession, But so few people do. They either
forget or someone else forgot to instruct them.

iiisunderstanding this simple point often causes a losgs of time which is precious when
twonty or thirty are standing in line. The priest may have to stop and aglk wou to
mention o sin from the past. (Explanation forthcoming in just a minute.)

Azain, misunderstanding this simple point sometimes occasions the needless cmbarrass-
ment of pricst or penitent. Tor example, scme pious old lady might be shocked and say:’

Wihy, Father! I have no past life:”

Heorels the why of it. No absolution can over be given if gufficiocnt matter 1s lacking.
You approach the confessional. Thig day-- thank God vory much--~ you have no new sins
to tell. You arc making what is called a confeggion of devotion., Or you do mention
something, but it's a peccadillo, an imperfection but no sin at all., (You tock a pic-
ture off your girl's chiffonier. Or, unthinking, you swore once. There was not the
thousandth part of reflection in it. I% complotely slipped. You didn't want it %o
pop out at 5ll.) Then you keep mum awaibting the pricestls "I absolve thec.”

You'll have to wait a long time. Therc's nething to taoke away. So, your confessor

has t0 toke time out., "Till you mention," ho asks, Ysome onc sin, in a general way,

from your past 1ife?" Thon you hem and haw: "What do you mean, Father?! or "I don't
undorstand. ' Or, yvour only answer is a prolenged sileonce. Or, perhaps, a romark al-
most cquivalent to this: "That do you want to know for?!

what To Do? ——-ihy.

Say simply, after you finish telling the gins (if any) since your last good ccnfes- .
sion: "I'm sorry for thege and all the sins of my past life, egpecially (drunkenness)
{impurity) (Iving) (making a sacrilegious Communion).'
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Two adventazes. (1) You've certainly given the priest ‘“matter” enough to forgive. And
(0) Youlve mentioned something vouw're really sorry for (that drunken fit long ago)
(that unchastc thought you deliberately held in your mind) ond that sorrow, augment-
ino the sorrow you've just expressed for your "new! sing makes vou better disposed te
receive abgsolution. You derive more gracce from that confession.

Ho "Difficulty” At All,
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Bub this sophomoroe, not drilled in theolegy, objects: "How doos THAY help, adding a
in nlready forgiven? I it has alread; becn forgiven, it can't be forgiven arain.
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To thob 5ot That mother, scoing her seos in trouble, has not forglven him time and
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time agoln-- vndlessly-- for o osingle crime? What boy, hoviang sorrowod his parcnts,
nas ot frequently and sincorely ooue to then with the words, "I'm sorry. T will
acver do 1t asain?!  As o matter of fact, it might casily bo that the second snd third
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e, aois for 1t. I the pricst loves hic
ing, ducking the lssue may make your cobe
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FRATERS: (Deocosed) fricsd of Howie Korth (Howe); Fr. Philip leGuirce (Balto.) uncle
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