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, You ask me to  answer two questions: l )  What i s  the  m ora li ty  of the consc ien tious  cb~ 
f je c to r?  and 2) How should  he act i n  the event of conscr ip tion?  In undertaking to  

do t h i s ,  I s h a l l  simply t r y  to se t  down in  c le a r  and o rd e r ly  fash ion  the t r a d i t i o n a l  
mid more or l e s s  common teach ing  of recognized moral th eo lo g ian s .

The problem i s  t h i s :  May war in  i t s e l f ,  or only in  a given s e t  of circum stances, be 
, regarded as an e n te rp r i s e  so m orally  rep rehens ib le  th a t  in d iv id u a l  c i t i z e n s  may f e e l  

bound in  conscience to  take  no p a r t  in  i t ?  May we say th a t  no war i s  j u s t i f i a b l e ?  Cr 
/ snould we say th a t  some wars are j u s t  and o thers  un jus t?  In  any event, what i s  the  
f o b l ig a t io n  in  conscience of a c i t i z e n  #io has p o s i t iv e  doubts about the ju s t i c e  of a 
i war th a t  l ia s  been declared?  
i

Father  Henry Davis, S . J ,  (Moral Theology, Vol. i i ,  p . 120) s t a t e s  the  common Catholic
. view thus: "So ld ie rs  who are consc r ip ted ,  or those  who jo ined  before  the war, may usu

a l l y  presume th a t  t h e i r  country i s  i n  the  f ig h t ;  i n  doubt, they  are bound to  obey. I f  
, khe war i s  m an ife s t ly  u n ju s t ,  a so ld ie r  may not law fu lly  i n f l i c t  any damage on the  
j enemy, though he may, o f  course, defend h i s  l i f e  i f  the  enemy a t ta c k  him. S o ld ie rs  

who f r e e ly  j o in  up a f t e r  the  war has begun, must s a t i s f y  themselves t h a t  the war i s  
i j u s t . " The r e s t r i c t i v e  term, "u su a l ly ,"  makes exception  f o r  th e  case of a war t h a t  i s
j ^Manifestly u n ju s t .  As no one may c o n sc ien t io u s ly  take p a r t  i n  the commission of an

ev id en tly  u n ju s t  a c t ,  so-no s o ld ie r  may take an a c t iv e  p a r t  i n  an ev iden tly  un ju s t  war* 
But when i t  i s  ne t  c l e a r  th a t  the war i s  u n ju s t— the v a s t  m a jo r i ty  of cases— then

. s o ld ie r s  must obey t h e i r  commanders, fo r  when one cannot be c e r t a in  about the  la w fu l-
J ness of an a c t io n ,  he may sa fe ly ,  i . e .  co n sc ien t io u s ly ,  fo llow  the dec is ion  of these  

in  a u th o r i ty  on the presumption th a t  t h e i r  judgment i s  grounded on b e t t e r  evidence 
than th a t  which he h im se lf  p o ssesses ,  and so amounts to  a moral c e r t i tu d e .  Secondly,

: one who v o lu n ta r i ly  e n l i s t s  a f t e r  war has begun must s a t i s f y  h im se lf  th a t  the cause i s  
j u s t ,  because "no one may law fu lly  cooperate w ith  o thers  i n  d e sp o i l in g  another of what

. he possesses u n le ss  he be c e r t a in  th a t  th i s  o ther possesses  i t  u n ju s t ly ."  The p iv o ta l
question  obviously i s  how one may know th a t  a given war i s  $us t or u n ju s t .

/

The r u le  c i t e d  above presumes th a t  war i s  not i n t r i n s i c a l l y  u n ju s t ,  but th a t  some wars 
a re  j u s t , some u n ju s t . Beyond d isp u te  th i s  i s  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  teaching of Catholic  
theology, whatever may be sa id  about the d e s i r a b i l i t y  of changing th a t  teach ing  in  
view of the changed cond it ions  of modern warfare* I t  has never condemned the p ro fe s -  
s ion  of arms, nor h e ld  th a t  the  f ig h t in g  of the s o ld ie r  was in  i t s e l f  s in fu l .  Among 
h e r  canonized s a in t s  a re  found w arr io rs  l i k e  Jean d fArc and S a in t  Louis, and p a c i f i s t s ,

, consc ien tious  o b je c to r s ,  l i k e  S a in ts  Martin of Tours and Maximilian. Cur Lord Himself, 
though He condemned the  P h a r isees ,  the covetous r i c h  and the money changers of the  

 ̂ Temple, did not condemn m i l i t a r y  men, nor d id  He c la s s  them w ith  the  no torious and pro* 
; f e s s io n a l  c r im in a ls .  He healed  the- servant of the  Centurion, and though He p ra is e d  
, him fo r  h is  f a i t h ,  He d id  not reproach him f o r  h is  p ro fe s s io n .  This i s  not in  the  
' 1 e a s t  to  say t h a t  the Church has favored  w arfare  a s  & n a t io n a l  p o l ic y .  On the  contrary*
' as h i  s to ry  abundantly shows, she has  ever r a i  sed her voice  i n  condemnation of war as

a means of s e t t l i n g  c out rover s i  e s between n a t  i  one * Her id e a l s  have ever been the  
i  deal, s of peace . Only» she has be en r e a l !  s t l c  enough t  o ren  ogni %e th e  f a c t  th  a t , given 
the  l im i t  a t i  ons of human In te l l ig e n c  e and human good w i l l  * th e  re luc tance  of na t  i  one 
to  submit t h e i r  d lsp u te s  to  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of l e g a l  a d ju d ic a t io n  when such ex ls ted  c r  to  
set; them up whan none ex i s t  ed , war 1 s s omet imes unavoid&bl e * Heno e her  the oil oglans
have taught t h a t  "war 1 s pe rm !ss ib le  * ju s t  as s e l f -d e fe n s e  i  s p c rm ls s ib le , fo r  i t  may
b a the  only me ana of mai n ta in in g  exi s t  once or r l  gh t s or defend! ng them* and every in* 
dependent so c ie ty  has th e  r i g h t  of defence a g a in s t  an u n ju s t  a g g ro s s o r ," But even so , 
j u s t  as no one may take  the l i f e  of another 1 n s e l f -d e fe n s e  u n le &s lie observe c e r t a in  
w e l l-def ined  c o n d i t io n s , so no n&tion may j u s t l y  undertake war except i t  be ready "to 
observe c le a r ly  defined  c o n d i t lo n s » What th e se  cond itione  a re  and whether under the  
methods of modern w arfa re  they may be p ro p e r ly  observed, w i l l  be d iscussed  in  a 
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