
u m m isiT Y  cpK m D A M B  BELiGicusBULBTiN, m v * i4 ,m 9  — qussTioNg op p m o s  & w m  ( n ) ,
by Eev. Charles C* M i l tn e r , G.S*C*

Stratmann, i n  The Church and War* p , 79, says t h a t  fo r  a war to  he j u s t  the fo llow ing 
nine conditions  must be f u l f i l l e d :  " l)  Gross i n j u s t i c e  on the p a r t  of one, and only 
one, of the contending p a r t i e s ;  2) Gross formal moral g u i l t  on one s id e— m ate r ia l  
wrong i s  not s u f f i c i e n t ; 3) Undoubted knowledge of t h i s  g u i l t ;  4) That war should only 
be declared  when every means to  prevent i t  have f a i l e d ;  5) Guilt and punishment must 
be proportionate* Punishment exceeding the measure of g u i l t  i s  u n ju s t  and not to  lbe 
allowed; 6) Moral c e r t a in ty  t h a t  th e  s id e  of j u s t i c e  w i l l  win; 7) R ight in te n t io n  to 
fu r th e r  what i s  good by the war and to  shun what i s  e v i l ;  8) War must be r i g h t l y  con
ducted; r e s t r a in e d  w ith in  the l im i t s  of ju s t ic e  and love; 9) Avoidance of unnecessary 
upheaval of coun tr ie s  not immediately concerned and of th e  C h r is t ian  community*.." 
These p o in ts  rep resen t a synthesis  of the  views of S t.  Augustine, S t .  Thomas and Fran
c i s  de V ic to r ia .

Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  in  our p resen t d iscuss ion , since we are ask ing  how the in d i 
v idua l c i t i z e n  may form h is  conscience on the j u s t i c e  or i n ju s t i c e  of a given war are  
p o in ts  4 ,5 ,6  and 9. Not th a t  the other po in ts  are  unimportant, but th a t  s ince  they  
involve access to  sources of Information, knowledge of in te rn a t io n a l  law, and in s ig h t  
in to  the minds of l e g i s l a t o r s  ne t  possessed by the  average c i t i z e n ,  i t  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  
impossible fo r  him to know with c e r ta in ty  whether they  have been v e r i f i e d .

But the same ob jec tion  cannot be ra is e d  against p o in ts  4 ,5 ,6  and 9. For desp ite  the 
p r a c t i c a l  n e c e ss i ty  on the p a r t  of government of m ain ta in ing  o f f i c i a l  secrecy on certain 
m a tte rs ,  i t  cannot, in  a democracy a t l e a s t ,  conceal from i t s  people the knowledge as 
to  whether i t  has exhausted a l l  p a c i f i c  means b e fo re  having recourse  t o  war. I t  i s  
p o ss ib le  fo r  a l l  c i t i z e n s  to knew whether th e i r  government has o f fe re d  to submit i t s  
p u b lic  con trovers ies  with other na t ions  to  a r b i t r a t i o n  or to  a world conference, or 
whether i t  has  shown a w il l ingness  to e f f e c t  an honorable compromise with i t s  opponent 
in  a given d ispu te .  P o in t  4 then  o ffe rs  the in d iv id u a l  an ob jec tive  ru le  fo r  judging 
of the ju s t i c e  or i n ju s t i c e  of a d e c la ra t io n  of war. S im ila r ly ,  tho rgh  perhaps in  a 
l e s s e r  degree, i t  i s  t ru e  of p o in ts  5 ,6  and 9. tfhon i t  i s  said  th a t  " g u i l t  and 
punishment must be p ro p o r t io n a te ,"  what i s  meant i s  th a t  th e  harm done by a war must 
not cxcoed the  good whose p re se rv a t io n  or recu p e ra t io n  was c i te d  as j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  
the war. Now, i f  th e re  i s  question  of a world-war, one in  which most of tho na tions  
of the  world become a c t iv e ly  engaged, the weight of opinion i s ,  I b e l ie v e ,  th a t  f a r  
g re a te r  harm w il l  In e v i ta b ly  be done than good. At any r a t e ,  the  average c i t i z e n  has 
before  him the  ob jec tive  evidence of h i s to ry  on which to  base h i s  judgment. He has 
access to the  re levan t  f a c t s .  <fere the  war r e s t r i c t e d  to two c o u n tr ie s  or to  a c i v i l  
war w ith in  one country, i t  would probably net fo llow  th a t  the harm done by war would 
n e c e s sa r i ly  outweigh the ob ta inab le  good. Poin t 6 i s  based on the common sense p r in 
c ip le  th a t  no one can be bound to  do what i s  f u t i l e ,  and what would in te n s i fy  an e v i l  
r a th e r  than remove i t .  I t  may not be denied th a t  the  average c i t i z e n  can form a moral
l y  c e r ta in  opinion as to  the chances h is  country has  of winning a war aga ins t  another 
n a t io n .  For here  toe he has access to s u f f ic ie n t  o b jec t iv e  evidence, F in a l ly ,  con
cerning  po in t 9, i t  i s  common knowledge th a t  in  a world-war, due to  the  v iru len ce  of 
modern propaganda methods and to  the economic and f in a n c i a l  interdependence of n a t io n s ,  
i t  i s  u t t e r l y  impossible to prevent "upheavals of c o u n tr ie s  not immediately concerned 
and of the C h r is t ian  community." All reasonable doubt on t h i s  po in t was removed by 
the experience of the world-war of 1914-18. A fte r  t h i s  b r i e f  statem ent of p r in c ip le s ,
I s h a l l ,  in  a  l a t e r  issue  of the B u lle t in ,  attempt to  draw some d e f in i t e  conclusions 
or give some p o s i t iv e  answers tc  the two questions proposed.
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Concerning the f i f t h  e d i t io n  of SMUT! — "Outside" readers  of the B u l l e t i n w i l l  r e -  
re c e iv e  a complimentary ropy of t h i s  p ro jec t of tho 17' t ro  Fame Student Commission fo r  
becont L i te ra tu re  in  the  mail tomorrow or the next day. (There w i l l  be only a campus 
e d i t io n  of the B u lle t i n  Wednesday and Thursday t h i s  week.) Orders fo r  the pamphlet 
should be sent In  the "Commission* The p r i c e - l i s t  i s  y r in te d  on tho back cover c f  the 
pamphlet i t s e l f ,  So f a r  the  p ro je c t  has involved the  expenditure of approximately 
$3,850 and re tu rn s  have been $2,100* I f ,  through the sa le  of the f i f t h  p r in t in g ,  any 
p r o f i t  should accrue i t  w i l l  be put to  the d ram atiza tion  of NO GMLT! fo r  broadcast pur. 
pcaos by tra n sc r ip t io n s*  A ques tionna ire  i s  now being formulated fo r  d i s t r i b u t i o n
am^ng rad io  s t a t io n s  to  determine whether the rad io  p ro je c t  w i l l  be accep tab le ,
~  . . . .    *** r+ * *


