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Why Study? (III)

(Editor's note: Freshmen, Engineers, and
majors in Business Ad,...hang on tight)

If 1t can be shown that the otject of the
student's investigation may be not only

the wondrous phencmena ¢f physical science
but also supra-~sensible realities sueh as

a spiritual and immortal soul and an infin-
ite, all-wise and all~good God, then a
healthy and werthy intellectual curiosity
will keep the student's ears sensitive to
the voice of his professors and hils syes
firmly set upen his books and notebooks.

And should the student further discover,
as his inquiry continues, ancther light
besides reagon-—the light of faith--a light
which reveals beyond and above the marvels
of this world's gsecience and the thrilling
conclusions of legic and metaphysics the
heavenly field of God's own werd, again he
will find a reasonable and imperative ans-—
wer to the question, Why study? —- He will
want to capitalize on the prerogative of
increasing the scepe and certainty of his
knowledgs and the depth and height and
breadth of his capacities for humanness
and interior happiness,

These things the empiricist perhaps will
chject are aprioristic generalities, glidb
and gilded; he will insist at least that
he cannot entertain them witheut falling
away from pure science and inte indescrib-
able dialectical difficulties "because the
rules of logic do nat ecorrespend with the
rules of reality."

Nowy, of all the impertant facters which
nmake a man truly the student, whether
material seicntist or rational »hilosoprer,
rone are more imperiant than intellectual
honesty and fearless impartiality in the
pursuit of truth asz it is to be found rath-
&r than as he ﬂlgﬁ* wieh to find it,

A man is net intellectuslly hencat,
e vill find himeelf piling up brick upsn
trick of tiag and prejudice uniil at last
e has built £or himself an almost impaco-
able barrier acrogss the reoad t~ objective

For, if

if surpriging lighte as they dawn on the
horizon of further study, he is a coward-
ly student and will never develeop the
courage to act congistent with his inmost
convictions and, worst of all, ho will
stymie his progress toward Hruth,

The half-way or sccularist student does
not sharpen the pewer of thought encugh
to cut his way thrn the darkness of ige
norance and the fog of deubting agnosgbi-~
cism to the heart of cbjective truth,.

When all is said, there is no tetter
answer to be feund for the question, Why
study? than the simple penny catechism
containsg: "to know, love and serve God
in this world and tc be happy with Him
forever in the next.!

When the idea of deing all for Gedfs
glory demingtes the 1ife of the college
man, he will become a trye studsnt.

Bverything he studies will contribute tc¢
the stability and meritoriousnesg of hils
life and daily his 1ife will become more
and more worthwhile to God and himself
and. nthers.,

h

Though enrelled in Cemmerce, heo will
study the snelal doctrine of Jesus Christ
ag get forth in the cneyclicals of the

Vicars of Christ.

Though preparing to be an aercnantical
enginecer, he will etudy marrizsc and
ecriticize the modersn dogma of pirth~pre-—
vention net in terms of hehaviarism and
bangerite scelelogy tut in terms handed
down to men, in blmu; and vhite, by neonc
nther than God Hims. 1T,

Every Tobre Dame marn who sincer
to be truly a student sheouwld road two
artiolos in recent zumbers of Heeleglia
agtical Kuview: Paulict Fathor Toxle
"rrdstick of Faith" and Maris
Bucklev's "The Cathelic Ph ll”ﬁ f
Life and the Philes.orhy of Jlf f
licg." Thoy ancswer the quostirn,
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truth, gtudy? ~—and with ernvineing cleguencu.
Serinture sugrests you should he able te
And, if he hao not the honor %o face now, glve reason f£or the failth within youl
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