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On Develonin# A C h r is t  ia n Philosonhv* ( I )

To some, the remarks in  the  B u l le t in  l a s t  
n ig h t  ahout the ahse&ce of j u s t i c e  and 
<3th ic s  and the s o c ia l  e n cy c llea ls  in  a 
goodly share o f to d ay * s business  teach ing  
seerned, perhaps, s u p e r - c r i t i c a l *

But they are not s u p e r - c r i t i c a l » They 
a re  ju s t  remarks and O h ris tla n  rem arks*

I f  Our hord poundsd home anything fin. Bis 
p u o lic  ministi+y i t  was love of neigbbor 
Io r_ th e _.l ove o f Go cl. That is  a  s o l id  
hlow agains t  th e  rugged in d iv id u a l i s t  
p o lic y  of s e l f  is h ly  la y in g  aside  p i l e s  
of cash At_ o ther "people % 13 expense *

Love of one a n o th e r , a t  expense to  onese lf  
i s  b a s ic  in  the  O h r is t ia n  l i f e + Our lo rd  
demonstrated S is  love by lay ing  down His 
1 i f e  fo r  Bis f r le n d s  and He s a id  "The s e r ­
vant is  not above h is  M aster* " In the 
O hris t lan  qqm^unity a oi f - g a c r i f  ice  mus t  
he made p a r t  of one * s dav . I t  i s  expected

This 1 s not p ious t a l k , 1 1  i s  no t t a lk
c a lc u la te d  to le a d  people nowhere, 1 1  i  s 
C h r is t ia n  t a lk  c a lc u la te d  to le ad  people 
ail.ong the Way of the  (3r o * which isi l i f e  
in  t h i s  Vale of T e a rs , 1 0  the  ever l a s t  ing  
and v i s ib le  Presence of God, which is  1 -Life 
o te rn a l  and happy.

I k - # 1 1 1  be accen ted  as pious ta^lk by 
a l l  who f a i l  to  examine the  d o c tr in e  of 
Jesus C h ris t ,  and e s p e c ia l ly  His s o c ia l  
d o c tr in e , Those v;ho f a i l  to  make t h i s  ex­
am ination sure th e  w orld ly , the pagan , the 
s e l f i s h  and smug. "Jesus C h ris t has no th ­
ing to  do with economics, (Courses; in  com­
merce, Wall S t r e e t ,  the  l im i ta t io n  of 
human b i r th s ,  lie lists no th in#  to  do w ith

,  -  #     I» n m m . . - « «w  m -  » * * » » «

lAljl_wpr l d  except to be vorshin-ped in  
^ k y ^ h p s  jby pepple  who consider Him God,"

But Our Lord i s  not th a t  e a s i ly  to be d i s ­
m issed, Bor w i l l  His d is c ip le s  allow  i t*  
l i  Ho is  God, Ifisdom Incornate ; i f  Ho has 
the a u th o r i ty  to  teach  and bind men; i f  Ho 
has taugh t the Way of C rlvary  and love as 
the way of l i f e ;  i f  He i n s i s t s  on the  es­
s e n t i a l  e q u a li ty  of a l l  men (demands tha,t 
@11 be loved f o r  the lovo of God); i f  He 
declares th a t  a l l  should bo jo in e d  to Him 
^0  members are to  the  head of a  body, and

j n o i L s  o*m .j)b lign^d  to  he lp
.Him, then

th e re  i s  something d e f in i t e ly  wrong 
about l iv in g  as though a l l  those th in g s  
were not so* , * . teach ing  o r studying th a t  
way*
The w orld , as opposed to  C h ris t  and 
C h r is t ia n s ,d o e s  not b e liev e  in  C h ris t 
and His Way of L ife ,  I t  e%;its upon sac­
r i f i c e  w ith  contempt. Love of neighbor 
a t  any g rea t co s t i s  some s o r t  of weak­
ness* The w orld ling  must fo rce  h is  way 
upward, a t  others* expense* fo r  himself* 
The world i s  r u th le s s .  The w orld ling  
l i v e s  w ith  no h e a r t ,

And nominal C h r i s t i a n s , men who give 
l ip - s e r v ic e  to C hrist*  bu t pu t th e i r  

,f a i t h  in  th i s  w orld a re  more worldly 
than  C h r is t ia n ,  Bominal C h ris t ia n s  may 
outw ardly seem to be men of p ray er, 
church-goers, f re q u en t communicants; but 
they  a re  not in te g r a l  C h r is t ia n s . How 
many "dovout C atho lics"  th e re  a re ,  fo r  

^example, in  bus iness  who caro not a  whit 
about'wb&t C h ris t* s  V icar says of the 
l i v in g  wage! How many "C hris tian"  teach­
e rs  w rite  books and teach  c la s s e s  and 
mold p u b lic  op in ion , and y e t solve bi& 
problems in  u n -C h ris t ia n  wavs! — popu­
l a t i o n  problems by the  p reven tion  of 
b i r t h s . . . o r f a i l  to  face  problems w ith 
C h r is t ia n  n a t ie n c e . c h a r i ty  and fo r t i tu d e  
— l ik e  problems of lab o r and c a p i ta l  
and of In t& r- ra c ia l  re la t io n s*  bu t ra th e r  
p e rp e tu a te  thorn by p e rse c u tio n , treach e ry  
su sp ic io n  end h a te ! '

What C atho lic  who p r id e s  h im self on 
be ing  a  tru e  C h r is t ia n ;  who loves C h ris t;  
who knows by reason the need of an in ­
f a l l i b l e  a u th o r i ty  and by R evela tion  of 
i t s  ex is ten ce ; what i n t e l l i g e n t  C h r is t ia n  
of th a t  k ind w i l l  dare a ttem pt to  develop 
h is  l i f e * s  philosophy w ithou t C hrist?
What toachor w i l l  cad i h im self C h r is t ia n  
o r o f fe r  h is  course as  C h r is t ia n  who 
teaches  h is  s tu d en ts  the  world*s way 
in s te a d  of C h r i s t *8  way? What s tuden t 
w i l l  th in k  h im self C h r is t ia n  who f a i l s  
to  study C h ris t and His d o c tr in e , e sp ec ia l 

ly  His s o c ia l  doctrine?

The remarks of the B u l le t in  a re  not super­
c r i t i c a l *  Thoy are  ju s t*  They~#r6  C hris t 
ian* Thoy are  made humbly and p ra y e r fu l ly  
to  the ond th a t  Hotro Lame mon w il l  study 
and l iv e  in te g ra l .  C h r is t ia n ity *


