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On Developing A Chrigtian Philosophy (II)

One of the gravest practical ecrrors a man
can nake~-an crror which too easily
waters a Christian, practically specking,
into a pagen—-is to thlnk that an impec-
cablc porsonal morality is of itself the
st end substance of Christianity.

It is nucussary to be perfectly clear in
asrder net to be misundcrstood.

Great stross should be placed on the ox-
cellence of the virtue of chastity. It
ig a prize., It is a2 man's way of acknowl-

edging that he is a Temple of the Holy
Ghos?t

But chesiity is not tho sum and substance
of Chrigtienity. Our Lord uscd the para=-
ble cof the ten virgins, for oxamplc, of
whom only five wore saved. Al)l were virs-
gins, yvot five were lost! Thoy werc im—
prudent. They lacked oll for their lamps.
They worce not ready, when the time was up,
and their proparations could no longer
continuc, %o roccive the bridegroom. In
n word, thcugh virgins, their work was un-
finishod ) | | |

Commenting on a versc from bthe Gogpel of
Our Lerd according to Saint Lukc, Saint
Gregory says: "Dearly beloved: You have
just herrd the lesson of the holy cvangel-
igb. ('At that time Jesus said to His
digciples: Lot your loins be glrt,. and
lamps burning in your hands')., + . . The
Lord sarsy Let your loins be glrt, For

we gird our loins when we rofrain the
luste o1 thie flesh through contincnec. butb
» v o o oacdedt And lasmps burning in your
hands,  And indceed we hold burning lemps
in cur hands whon, through good works, we
give cxamples of light to our nzighbors.

Of these works OQur Lord snid: So let your
light shince before mon that they may sce
wour good works and glorify your Fathor
who ie in hoaven,'

And Saint Groeory goco on: "Two things

TG requilrude-to Tuutriln the prssions snd
o hold
g bhint thero mast boe the clonnucss of
rhrotiby in the body ~nd the light of

hruth in onola works. IHomeo the ono withe-
ot the obthicr can in no way be wleaging
tq nmir Redoemert thet 1s to gay o pergon

o dout gend deeds buh docs neot pub aside

the wickedness

aloft the Lentern (of gosd oxomple);

of his lusts, Or & pecrson
who ig preeminent in chastity bub docs not
sxercise himsclf in good works. XEor
neither chastity is great without good
works nor is a good work anything without
choagtity." |

subscribes to the Christinn
philosophy of life cannct rest in the
golfish pursuit of his own intorier in~
torests. He cannot coven atbain to thesc
and to his personal ganctity oxcept by
lOVlnﬁ_hlS ncighbor for thoe IOVt of God,
W§o let your light shine beforc men that
they maoy sce your good works and glorify
vour Father who is in heaven.'

Whocver, thon,

A carcful study of the Scrmon on the
Mount will inform any doubtful Chrigtian
about the kind of good works the Master
oxpects of him. The twenty-fifth chapter
of Matthow details numerous ways by which
o man, serving his neighbor, sorves the
God=Han, Our Lord Josus Christ. And the
cpistlcs of John sharply comtrast the
works of a Christian and the works of
worldling pagan. Tho Pauline copistles
arc roplete with practical pointers on
love of ncighbor for the love of God, for
the poerfection of the onc, complete Mysti-
cal Body of Christ.

It is beecause nominal Christiansg try to
sorve Christ and the world that they fall
down go badly when it comcs to leving
holr neighbors for the love of Ged, It
is no wondor that nominal Christisns dew
generate, whether wittingly or unwitting-
1y is not the quostion, into prachical
pagansg. They will gladly do o geood turn
for their ncighbors if they forcsse that

sheir neighbors will return the eomplimont,
Cur Lord's queory is, Do not ¢ven the
heotheng this?

Porsonal gancetity in o Christian worthy
of hig Magter's name merng practical hecd
to "be yo perfect as your heavenly Father
i porfect" ~— that i, to love zll rnd
hate none, not ocven onc's avowed cnemics.

A Christian'e philosophy of 1life, then,
will not be merely to retaln or rognin
pursonal purity; mercly to be n dally com-
manicanty it will be to glve himgelf up
for the soecinl wood for the glory of God,




