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JEni gma ; Thp Sophomore,
(Reprinted by Reque st)

"The sophomore ia our least responsible student. Tlie enthueiasm and the docility+ 
perhaps, of the freshman year has somewhat lessened. The end of the college course i 
S31111L three years away, The goal towards whloh it 1 eads 1 s far and indistlnct, The 
sophomore Is now under pressure."- Alexander Moikeljohn* former President of Amherst.

He proposes this test for the sophomore:

1. Can he and does he reed hooks?
("In books is gathered up the culture and knowledge of the race, A boy who 
has not learned to go to them, to live in them, to understand their mean­
ings, is not, in method at least, upon the great highroad of education.")

3. Can he express his own thoughts in writing?
(Why should he? Thinking demands effort and it's easier to "crib".)

3. Can he speak clearly and accurately?
(Ask him for a definition*)

4. Can he listen to and understand another's speech?
(If that "another" is a fellow sophomore, yeo: if, an elder, no,)

f). Has he a sense of fact, distinguishing from facts the mere suggestions 
which are not yet established?
(Seventy per cent of any fact is sufficient - and sixty per cent if the 
professor is broad-minded.)

6. Can he derive an implication, draw an inference, and see what implications 
and inferences do not follow?
(He draws plenty of inferences, all in his own favor,)

7. Has he a sense of values by which to feel, to appreciate, to recognize 
the things worth while from those not worthy of our choosing?

Has he a sense of values? listening to the radio, telling and reading "Romantic 
Storieo" form his artistic expression and development; his great fear is that someone 
will discover that his mother is a lady. As long as the coarseness complex lasts 
there is no hope of an education. The sophomore swagger is bullet-proof, bomb-proof, 
rain-proof and fool-proof. The flapper confirms him in his madness. He falls hard 
for the profane cocktail mixer and tries to outdo her in coarseness. Some people are 
born sophomores; some remain sophomores all their live;:s.

The usual cure for the cursblo sophomore is falling in love with a real girl - one 
who will stand for no nonsense, The Catholic Church offers a deeper, a more radical 
cure, but it takes brains to apireciote it. The Catholic Church stirs the soul to 
spiritual appreciation, to a knowledge cf God - the beauty of God in Himself, and the 
beauty of God in creation. The Ootholic Church is the mother of art, tho mother of 
music, of painting, of sculpture, of artistic expression in poetry* in oratory* in 
every form cf literature. Her culture broods urbanity, sweetness, strength, gener­
osity, mildness, courage* sympathy, prudence, charity* purity, undying love.

Tho sophomores this year are under a particular pressure - a cloudy future. Their 
record this year so far makes one wonder whether they have the stuff to face that 
future* when they can't "talc it" mentally and spiritually while in college.- •—"•3—  — ... - .-Si&n *5,-1̂,-.̂. -.»SC3r".y*K:» V C = 4 W  E -til.■a**- JA.J . X. 3tT i%#L t ,'MWMTW t y p  i* 9* -
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