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Questions From The Questionnaire.
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Ques. Is i t  fa ir  that a good man, dying immediately a fter  h is  f i r s t  mortal sin, he 
ounished just as much as one who spends a l i fe t im e  in mortal sin?

Ans. Your good man i s n ' t  uunished as much. There are degrees of ounishment and mis­
ery in Kell, just as much as there are degrees of reward and happiness in Heaven. The 
p o s it iv e  torments and nains of the l i fe t im e  sinner w i l l  he very much greater, of course, 
than those of one who commits a s ingle  s in  and then dies before repentance.

Incidentally , don*t worry too much about the person who l iv e s  an exemplary l i f e  for 59
years, 364 days, 23 hours, 59 minutes, and in the la s t  minute of h is  l i f e  commits a
mortal s in  and i s  in s ta n t ly  k i l le d .  That i s  p oss ib le ,  of course. It i s ,  however, far  
more probable that God, in His mercy, w i l l  give him the grace of repentance because o f  
h is  past good l i f e .  Isn*t that more probable than h is  committing a sin at the la s t  
minute and being k i l l e d  instantly?

But, nevertheless, i f  he should commit s in  the la s t  minute without repentance, he does 
go to Hell, and for  e tern ity .  This i s  not because of God*s in ju s t ic e ,  but because 
death finds him ^ ith  h is  w i l l  f ixed  in reb e ll io n  against God. Mortal sin  says, as 
Father lord phrased i t ,  "God* get out of my life.** His w i l l  i s  f ixed, or frozen,
against God, Heaven and eternal hapniness, and even the very f i r e s  of Hell cannot melt
that f ixed  and frozen condition of h is  w i l l ,  This f in a l  decision of the damned i s  i r ­
revocable; the w i l l  i s  confirmed in malice and can no longer f e e l  contrition.

The damned do not plead for mercy, which God refuses, The w i l l  i s  fixed in reb e ll ion  
and hatred. The time for man*s sorrow and God*s mercy i s  now, here on earth.

Q,ues . Don*t you put too much value on one Holy Communion?

Ans, L et's  see what some students put a greater value on -  what causes them to miss 
Communion even for  one dav. Some students prefer ten minutes more sleep in the morn­
ing, some prefer a cup of co ffee ,  some others can*t overcome in e r t ia  su f f ic ie n t ly  to 
turn in to Dillon, Howard or Cavanaugh chan e ls ,  others s t i l l  prefer  the s ta te  of s in  
to the state  of grace. There i s  one consolation, however; death readjusts our sense 
of values,

Q.ues. What i s  the ob ligation  regarding lo s t  a r t ic les?

Ans, It  i s  hardly l ik e ly  that any student i s  unaware of the moral law in such cases.
But for sa fe ty 's  sake, the ob l ig -t io n  w i l l  be stated b r ie f ly :  "Finders keepers, lo se r s  
weepers" apnlies only to such things as are certa in ly  abandoned by their owners - that  
i s  such things as are thrown or walked away from by their  owners (such as cats
t ied  in  gunny-sacks and deposited in the river) end to a r t ic le s  the owners of which 
a d i l ig en t  search f ^ i l s  to reveal.

The search must be d i l ig e n t  and reasonable. The best method i s  to notify the Lost and 
Found Department at the Laundry in Badin Hall. You may advertise in the Schol a s t i c . 
Unfortunately, the B u lle t in  i s  not able to c;,.rry ads. Lack of d il igen t  search for the 
owner of a found a r t i c l e  cm  change you from a possessor in good fa ith  to a possessor  
in  bad fa ith ,  the equivalent of t .e f t .  The same obligation apnlies  as in th eft ,  too 
-  restoration on tu is  earth or punishment in the next, in Pur gat or."", at le a s t .

Through an ad in the Scholastic  la s t  F a ll ,  a valuable watch, l o s t  at one of the fo o t ­
b a l l  games, was restored to e non-Catholic v i s i t o r  from a s ta te  university . The return  
of the watch cer ta in ly  boosted tne v i s i t o r ' s  respect for Catholics and their  honesty. 
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