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Questions from Questionnaires,

Ques. I'd like to know something about general confegsions.

Scrupulous persons will kindly pass over this answer; they always want to be making
general confessions, and a general confession generally does such a penitent more hern
than goed. And with this preliminary observation out of the way we may pass to some
general consideratisns on the subject.

A general confession is necessary whenever a penitent knows for certain that one or

more confessions of his past life have been bad. A confession is bad if the penitent
wilifully conceals a mortal sin or lacks dispositions necessary to the fruitful recep-
tion of the Sacrament, such as purpose of amendment, or willingness to make restitu-
tion for damage done to another's property or reputation. If a penitent has on his

conscience such a bad confession he must repeat that confession and any other confes-
sions that have talen place meanvhile, telling how often he has been guilty of sacri-

legious reception of Penance, Holy Communion, or any other sacrament.

A general confession is ugeful whenever a person is about to assume a new state or
conditicn of life. Such conditions may be graduation from college, entrance into
marriage or religicus life, the embarking on a career, or a "conversion", by which is
meant the turning ¢f the heari to God in 2 new manner, to undertake a wiser, more
thorough, and more understanding service of Him. Its motive should be mainly to

thank God for all He has done for the penitent, particularly in keeping him out of sin
and warding off the consequences of sin.

How is a general confession made? The best way to make it is to leave it to the
priest. It need cause the penitent no worry or agitation of spirit. A bit of re-
flection on his vast life will give him a general idea of his violations of the Com-
mandments, and the cuestioning of an experienced confessor will set his fears at rest.
May with its approach of graduation for some, of vacation for others, 1ls a good time
for a general confession.

Ques. Wiy pick on the sophs! Yes, I know we aren't perfect, but how about the others?

Ans. liaybe it is because the Bulletin editor likes them so much and keeps prodding
them because he hates to see any of them go haywire during their sophomore year which
is a crucial time. For example, consider the following remarks (not typical, thank
Heavens, on a sophtmore's queztionnaire:

TAfter reading the answers given here you will probably think I am a complete
fool, i.e., acccrding to your idea of what constitutes a fool. 1 have my own
ideaz about my Zife and tiey seem to be working out very well at the precent.
Cre thing that nost of the priests around here seem to forget is that we are
alive not dead ~nd that we shall be dealing with living people during our life
Mieh don't hold most of the fair nlay teachings handed to us around hers. It's
a caze of the survival of tne fittest and I nlan to Le one of the fittest and
-ion doesn'y seen to worln into that plan at all. At any cost be the man on
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top iz my mottn.”

That i the motto, %y the way, of Hitler and of racketecrs also, Pray for this sonho-
more that he may resiise thot religlon doesn't work into the olan of hell, either.
Proy alzo that he nay adopt this motto:r "What doth it profit o man if he gain the
whole world and suffer the lozs of his soul?' Pray also that he return to the Sacra-
ments since he stnates he has not received Communion so far tals year.
PRATARS, TPather of Bob Hauser (Bro): Fr, Arthur Haid, I1l: Brother of lieil MeCarthy,
(Dil); Prof. David Campbell; Zay Hoffman (Bad), oper; PLil Bondi, '37. ¥ Spec, Int.
Father of Jack MacSauley (Sor); Grandmother of Prank Romano (Z).

L4




