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The Ascensi on of Oar Lord wag a great moment la the early Church.

Mary and the Apostle& sad 0 ther followers were gathered la Jerusalem whoa Oar Savior 
appearecl ia their mids1, He promtsed 10 send them the Holy Ghost and cautioned them:
"Do aot depart from Jerusalem* bat wait for the coming of the Roly Ghost, " When he 
had eaten with them Re led them out of Jerusalem a short journey to the Mount^ of 
01 ive s. There He comforted them and streagtheaed them, fearful over His 1 eaving them.

Then, raising Els hands 10 bless them in an aff ection&te farewell, He was lifted up 
and di s appear ing in a cloud Ee went up to Heaven» He had gone t o prepare a pi ace f 0 r 
them * gone 10 begin Hi s heavenly prl e stho od of medl at ion between God and men, gone to 
obtain for all Christians the Holy Ghost and His gifts as He had promisod, gone not 
10 re turn again until He would come to judge the 1 iving and the dead.

According to Scripture * Mary and the Apo*3tles and disciples went back to the Cenacle
in Jerusalem to prepare for the coming of the Holy Ghos t. The nine-day peri od betwe en
the Aseension and Pentacost they spent in the upper room "persevering with one mind 
in prayer +. *, with Mary the Mo ther of Jesus,"

This was the firs t and gr eat e s t no vena, thl is moment ous one in uni on wi th Our lady in
the Cenacle where the Diessed Fucharist had been inst 1 tuted.

11 was a no vena to the Ho ly Gho s t fo r II ight and truth and courage, 11 was the power 
of the Holy Ghost once despending upon them that changed these fearful weaklings into 
mil i tant * daring Chi 1 s 11 ans, mos t of them even martyrs for the Fai th *

The peri od between As censi on and Pent eco s t 1 is appropriately desi gnat ed by the Church 
for a universal Ho vena to the Holy Ghos t. With the d o  sing of scho ol you wil 1 no t 
be able to complete this Novena, but you can attend Mass and Communion each day until 
you 1 eave, praying als0 for suooesits in your exams. Beeeach the Holy Spirit for His 
gift Gi and fruit s so ne eded to day by all of us thr oughout the world. Make i t -Lin uni on 
wi t;li and under the inspirat ion of Our Blessed Lady, wi th whom the Apos ties and die- 
<3 iples j 0ined in the f 1 rst and greatsst novena, of Ghri stlanity,

Ask the Holy Gho st dur ing the Ho vena to make yo u 21 mi li tant Ohri st ian aft er Chr i a t * s 
own he&rt * in ischool, army camp * off ice or v/herever you may be, Ask the Holy Ghost 
f0 1* HiG gifts that you may value above everything else the presence and dignity of 
sanctifying grace within your soul, and that you may be strengthened and may persevere 
against 1bemptation, now, through your vacation and after graduation,

Ask "to 0 for p eaoe and you wi 11 be uni ted in thi s Hovena with Catholi c (3 tudent s through 
out the country who ar e making thi si al 8 o a Ho vena for p e ace at the sugge s 1b ion of the 
Rational Federation of Catholic College Students.

The First Novena,

Our No vena 1b 0 the Holy Ghos t,

Importaiit - hot(

1. Tomorrow, a. holyday of obi igation, Mas0es will bo as on Sunday, 6, 7, 8; 30, 10
HO msS 05 THE CAMPUS AFTER 10 0' CLOCK,

9. Don * 1% ge t pan!cky over the exoms. ISe i11 the s tat e of grace. Say a prayer 10 the 
Holy, Gho s t,. If you * ve go t the j itt era, ask a pr i e@ t f or hi s bl esc ing.
PMTBkG; (dec) friend of Rob er 1b Steb ' 32. 111» Judge Tom Gi 11, (3 even spo oial ini; s.


