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/ Ask (The Philosophy Maj or si
If a giant * say 1000 times "bigger than you, 
should, in an act of friendship pick you up in 
the palm of his hand and sustain you high up 
iii the air, would it not be the height of 
foolishness to rebell, to strike at him, at 
him who holds you up, at him who if he with
drew Ills hand would send you hurtling to the 
ground-without any parachute, either?
That comparison gives us a siight appreciation 
of our dependence on God. God, the First Cause,
Self-existent Cause, due to love, brings us, 
rai ses us up out of nothing, brings us into 
existence and that self-same Cause is required 
for our continuing existence.

S'fhat if God withdrew for one moment His pre~ 
servat ion of me * His sust aining me in my being 
and existence? %at would happen? Would I die?
That * s; only the half of it, 1 wouldn * t just die with soul separated from body* but
my whole being would just curl up and go-poof-into nothingness, less than air.

That * s how muck nothingness we really are of our selves. Our cont inuing exi st ence de
pends ent irely on Go cl* But that is not al 1. St, Paul says % " In Him we live and move 
and have our b e ing. ** Ho thing that is produce d i s independent of the Dir st (/ecus e,
The reallty of aotion* our actions - living, moving, thought, volitions, deeds - all 
depend for their reality upon Him.

8 ins are imperf ect, def e ct ivo actions, Paradoxically * they are evil preci sely f o r 
what they are not * Sin fails to measure up to the standard of law and reason, Even 
when man sins * the real i ty of act ion in so far as it its real ity goe s back t o the 
Supreme Peal ity, God* What a terrifylng thought" 1 Even in the act of sin, man is 
c onserve d in being by Go d, Mo re * man draws on the Divine Power by which he live s 
(like the pygmy in the hand of the giant) and move s and brings fo rth an act ion * de- 
f e ct ive, imperfect * unreasonably ugly, with all the ugl ines s of deform! ty in the ire ry 
sight and power of his God.

Sin, rebellion against God is unreasonable and stun!d - and worse.

4 or, we must not forget that the infinite God*Who created the universe and its im
mense and innumerable planets appreciatess more * and receives more honor and glory 
from * one b it of our free will exerci se d in an act of 1 ove than from all the uni
ver sal * and astounding obedience of those planet s to the lav He <3rdained for them,

Think on thi s and you* 11 get the answc r t o some of the quo st ions that we di sous se d 
with a junior the other day: Is one religion as good as another? Should we pray to 
honor God or to give oursGives a thrill and emotional sat 1 sfaction?

And we must never forget that this inf ini t e God wants to b e regarded (is our Father- 
which He really is, One student submitted a very good thanksgiving after (3ommunion, 
basod on this fact. It 1 s isimple and con be extended to your own satisfaction, 311; * 
base d on the key-word FATHER and cons is ts of act s of or statement s, expre s sions of 
F-Faith, Ar-Adoration, T-Thanksgiving* H-Hum!lity, E-Entreaty* H-Hesolution, the lat
te:? promi8ing some good thing, study, nortification, avoidance of sin, practice of 
o ome virtue, charity, pat ience, hum! 1 ity, or vis it to adorat ion, or the Ohapel,
PHAYEH8; (dec eased) father of D, Hummer (Cav), 111, sister of 8r, 14&rie, 0* P. 13 8 * I.
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