
U niversity  of Notre Dame 
Religions B u lle tin  
October 20, 1941

Dear Bishop 0*Hara:

Tomorrow, you probably r e c a l l ,  i s  the B ulletin*s "birthday. I t  w ill be 21 years old.

Vfhen ozi October 24, 1921 the f i r s t  B u lle tin  was pecked off and tacked up in  the ? 
h a lls  * you doubtless never dreamed th a t th is  in fan t sheet would grow to  i t s  present 
sturdy and fa r-reach in g  adulthood. Neither did a (3e r ta in  l i t t i e  freshman reading i t
in B&din h a l l , the same freshman who is  now i t s  e d i to r .

On the cocasion of i t s  lbirthday  you don*t want any p ra ise  as founder, but you would  
apprec ia te  * we f e e l , th a t  your youngst e r , now grown * go to work and help you a l i  t t l e  
in your pre sent po s i t  ion as shepherd -  or P refect of Re lig ion  -  of 500 * 000 Catholic 
boys in  the army of the  U ,S, of whi ch Our lady i  s the  pat rones s ,

t  B u lle tin  lb ir th d a y , your young s t  er made an o ff er of help to  you from the N. D.
8tudent Gommlssion fo r  Decent Id te ra tu re  -  and we f in d  tha t the boys "have deliversd"
011 th e ir  promise t o : " ( l )  Make up an N.D. Pamphlet cons 1 sting of some of your
Bu l l e t i ns of past y e a rs , s t i l l  very appropriate 1bo p resen t conditions and problems of
youth; l ls )  S e ll th is  pamphlet to  the p u b lic ; (0) Use any p ro f it  therefrom to send 
sul tab le  pamphlet is to  any army camp or navy s ta t  i  on th a t you de a Ignat e ,**

That pamphlet * **Hints For Diving the Faith* * has been published and reached a sa le  of
12 *000 and i  e now in  a  second e d it ion of 20,000. As promised, the prof i  ts  are being 
used to send pamphlets and 11 te ra tu re  to the army* including also  260,000 of your 
le a f le t  is, "Advice to C atholic R ecruit st**. The Vincent de Raul Society i s  sending
l i  te ra tu re , Cathol ic  and secular $ to  ten chaplains in  a Southern camp.

The Student Commission is  also sending out about 400 Scholastics to Notre Dame men in
the army service * The co sit; of a l l  these services i s  lb eing finance d by the sa le  of the
above pamphlet, the pamphlet "No Smut*, by a V ictory Dance la s t  y ea r, and by a V ictory
Dance a f te r  th e  Southern C alifo rn ia  Game th is  year (p lu g ) .

B u lle tin  makes an ad d itio n a l p ro ffe r of help th i  is year from the G&tholio Action 
Students among the law yers. They f  eel lawyers should lbe leaders * and th a t they should 
do something concrete in  the way of defense. Beall%ing the necessity  of a general 
re tu rn  t  o Go d fo r la s  t in g  and u l t  imate defense of the  i r  country they are  going 1b o 
summari%e fo r  p u b lic a tio n  a se rie s  of speeches given l a s t  year in  a Daw Olub Sympo
sium on the ne ce sis i  ty  of God in American Democracy * (Among the speakers, we no t  e ,
were a German, a Jew and the in ev itab le  Irishm an,) This summary p rin te d  in  le a f le t
form lik e  your "Advice" le a f le t  w ill  be p rin te d  and d is tr ib u te d  throughout the army 
and 1blie country by th e  Student Commission, fre  e as f a r  as po sisib le.

We ar e is ending the B u lle tin  to prao t ic  a l ly  a l l  the chaplains in  the U * S. se rv ic e .
Some have made o f fe r in g s , but we have returned these because the U niversity  wishes to 
do as much as fit; can in  the way of service to you and your "boars;,

You w ill appreciate th is  b i t  from a l e t t e r  from lie u te n an t Joe .  __  of the Marines:
" I ts  re a lly  in sp irin g  to  see h a lf  or more of the so -ca lled  "leathernecks" moving fo r
ward to the Communion r a i l  -  proving themselves not merely the so -ca lled  "hard-boiled"
men but men in  the f u l l e s t  meaning of the word# When i t  is  remembered th a t these 
men are under tem ptations more frequent and constant than we were while a t she lte red  
Notre Dame, I th ink  you w ill agree with me th a t when i t  is  sa id  *the Marines have 
the s itu a tio n  well in  hand* they are  not re fe rr in g  merely to one battleground ,"

As of old the B u lle tin  c a lls  i t  a  day as taps chime ou t, and the Dome spot l ig h t
«=, - l - M K - W J , .  ilti-nca * . .ei-5 "  «** *  ****

blacks o u ^b u t may Our lady reign  on to help you, help  her boys.
PRAYBRS: (deceased) Congressman lou  J* Connery; S is te r  M, lo u is in e  C,S,G.; Anniv. H, 
and J .  Daele; 111 -  aunt of F r, Healy C,S,G,; Mr. G. Schmauss; 6 Spec. In t.


