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You Have The Answer.

You have every reaaon to be thankful to God for the gift of Faith, and te your parents
for their providinz you with a Cathelic education.

You do net have the doubts and uncertainties that torture many youths todar. Dorothy
Thempsen wrote an article fer the Ladies Home Journal nobt long age entitlea Youth
Challengzes Educatizcn”. In it she @ublishe& o letter addressed to the president of

a prominent university from an undergraduate of the institubion. Condenged and para-
phrased, the letter stated these problems and doubts:

"Yeu, sir, were trained frem your earliest years in an atmosphere of traditicnal
Christianity and democracy. Your education was based on the teachings cf Jesus, You
were taught that there are immutable principles of right and wreng, that man is supe=-
rior to animals ard possesses a free will and certaln inallenable rights. Loyalty te
country was an idezl held up to your gensratlcnm.

"But what abou

t us, the youth of America? What is your university and other gimilar
ingtitutisng of lez

19
learning thrsughout the land teaching us to reveref

"Your instructors in sociology tell us that morals are merely relative, that they
change from period to period, froem place tc place. Your professors of natural science,
vhiloscphy and ancisnt histery inform us that religions are the preoduct cf myth and
superstition, and cast grave doubts on the existence of the human soul. Yeour biology
courses tell us that man is just an animal, merely one species of mamnal, while your
psychelegy lecturers teach us that man has no free will,

"As the spokesman for s floundering generation, may I ask your help in answering
rortain questions so desperately important to us that the whole course of cur lives
hangs ir the balance’

"If the implications of modern education are what they appear tc be, what Tecomesg of
the teachings of Jsaus of Wazareth? Since sociology infers that ¢in is nen~existent,
why sheald we restrain ourselves in any way! If the teachings in Aperican halls of

learning are valid, does it not then follow that might makes right?

"If man is but an animal, how do you justify those imalicnable rights whick the
Declaratien of Ind-pendence asserts men to possess? Animals have nc rights. If man
is incapsble of a free choics, what becomes of democracy? What good 1s his rotet
Why have trials by jury, or civil liberties?

"Pargonally, I fail $o undcrstand hew you, or any other college yresident, can cxpect
58 to beeome ardert Ohristisnc and democrabs when the Tital postilates on which theac
faiths sro suppcscs bo reet are daily undermined in the classresm.  (ne thing s cor-
tain: veuw and other sducator: throushout the natlen arc new rearing a trocd of poten-
tial Fazcists. Tre cacrednces of the eli ideals is fast being sbolished, znd no al-
toernntize propoged,

UTf girn ig nen—criztent, why not olaushbuor mineritics? Wnat ebjeotion enn Facze be
te n dietater  if man posgessss no natursl richts?  Tra may o well face the brute
fact that our educctien has rmode the difference betwoen us and yrou far mey:s profound
and revelaticonnry fhan any normal variation in reneraticns. 1f cur rableck 1o over
to Tise above a solfish materialism, somchow, semewhere, we must find an arswer be
ear questions,!

Tru hawve the answers, sure, infallible, reassuring. Xeep the Tuith and ahare it.
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Thank Grd for it, Thank yeur parents for it.

PRAYERS: (demcascd) Tather of Beser Keano (Zakm); friend of Jchn Olark (Walzh) . I11,
Army frirnd of AL Vsdlcka (F-P): father of Walt ﬁarry'(ﬁad)~ Truar specinl dntenticns.




