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Wha t  Of Mixed. M a r r ia g e ? 

M other C hurch  i s  1909 y e a r s  o lc l. Her c h i l d r e n  have  "been g e t t i n g  m a r r ie d  f o r  n in e te e n  
c e n tu r  i e  s . T h is  good Mo th e  r  sp e a k s  from  exp er ie n c  e an d  She t e l l  s yon  to  avo i d  m ixed 
m a r r ia g e  don * t  m a r ry  a  n o n - C a th o l l c .

E v e ry  C a th o l i c  p r i e s t  has  se e n  th e  so rro w s a r i s i n g  from  m ixed  m a r r i a g e . T hey , t o o , 
c a n t  io n  yon  a g a i n s t  su ch  a  u n i  o n .

And Hot r e  Dame a lu m n i have h a d  some e x p e r ie n c e  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r * They t e l l  yon  what 
th e y  t h i n k  o f  m ixed  m a r r i a g e . (From Alumni S u rvey  1934 -35 )

" J u s  t  l i k e  t h e  word i t  s e l f , They a r e  m ixed, (gene], what a  m ix tu re  ! Ho good , "
"My w ife  i s  a  c o n v e r t , S h e ' s  s i n c e r e  b u t  doe s  n o t  g e t  th e  C a th o l ic  a n g le  o f  
f a m i ly  l i f e . Som ething  m is s in g * "
" I  m a r r i e d  a  Oat h o i  i c « T e l l  y o u r  hoys a t  1?, D . , t  o t r y  and  s t  ay  w i th in  th e  
C hu rch . H ard  enough t o  p r a c t i c e  c e r t a i n  law s w i t h  si G a t h o l i c ."
" T r i e d  itT t w i c e , I f  f  h a d  to  m a rry  a  t h i r d  t im e  I  w o u ld  p i c k  a  d a i l y  com­
mun i c a n t . "
1*1543?- f a t h e r  was ft n o n -C a th o l ic  an d  si good man; h u t  I  m a r r i e d  a  C a t h o l i c . I  
s h o u ld  know f i r s t - h a n d  an d  I am v e r y  much a g a i n s t  m ixed  m a r r i a g e s ,"
" In  t h i  si t e r r i t  o ry  I  h e a r  of f a l le n -a w a y  C a t h o l i c s  e v e ry  day  w i t h  m ixed mar­
r i a g e  th e  c a u s e ."
" 1 h e l  i  eve t h a t  th e y  a r e  a  f a r  mo r e  s e r io u s  m is ta k e  f o r  a l l  c o n c e m e d  th a n  
e v e n o u r  r e l i g i o n  t e a c h e r s  i n d i c a t e . "
i^&et a  C a th o l i c  g i r l '  M a rr ie d  a t  th e  a l t a r  t h e  bon d  seems s t r o n g e r .  I t  
b r i n g s  me c l o s e r  to  mv w ife  when we k n e e l  i n  o u r  home an d  s a y  th e  r o s a r y
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d u r in g  l e n t . "
" H o th in g  l i k e  h av in g a  w ife  k n e e l i n g  and p r a y in g  b e s id e  you i n  c h u rc h . "
"As an  o f f s p r in g  o f  one , I  am o n ly  now b e g in n in g  to  se e  th e  many t e r r i b l e  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s ? ^
" V i o l e n t l y  ' a n t i * .  I  once to o k  C a th o l ic  c e n s u s ."
"H ever s h o u ld  b e  a llow ed* I am th e  son o f  a  m ixed  m a r r ia g e  an d  know th e  two
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d i f f e r e n t  w o r ld s  such  p a r e n t s  l i v e  i n . "
^"My f a t h e r  i s  a  n o n - C a th o l lc ,  b u t  a  v e ry  good man. He w ould  n o t  l e t  any o f  
u s  a t t e n d  n o n - C a th o l ic  s c h o o l s ,  B ut t h e r e  a lw a y s  h a s  b e e n  s om eth ing  m is s in g  
a t  home. I  s a y ,  HO 2 "
"M other i s  a  c o n v e r t ;  ngr b r o t h e r  a  s e m in a r ia n ;  t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  j u s t  
C a th o l i c ;  Dad h a s  f a l l e n  away -  n e e d  more?"
" D o n 't  even  l i k e  to  d a te  n o n - C a th o l ic  g i r l s ,  f o r  f e a r  I  m igh t f a l l  i n  lo v e  
w i th  one o f  th em ."
"My P a i t h  i s  th e  most im p o r ta n t  t h i n g  in  l i f e .  I  want a  p a r t n e r  in  l i f e .
A C a th o l i c  g i r l  w i l l  h e lp  me s t a y  c lo s e  to  Cod b y  g o in g  to  th e  S acram en ts  
r e g u l a r l y  an d  by  i n f l u e n c i n g  me t o  do tn e  sam e. I t  i s  a l s o  good to  know t h a t  
she  c a n  n o t  ch an ce  a n o th e r  p a r t n e r  a f t e r  m a r r ia g e  f o r  any  r e a s o n  im p o r ta n t
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o r  unim por t a n t . "
"My f a t h e r  was a  n o n - C a th o l i c .  A f t e r  r a i s i n g  tw e lv e  c h i l d r e n  a s  C a th o l i c s ,  
my m o th er s a i d  i f  she w ere s t a r t i n g  over she w ould  n e v e r  a t t e mpt a  m ixed  
m a r r i a g e ."

What * 3 y o u r  a t t i t u d e ?
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